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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


On the 28th day of April 1969 French men and women 
awakened to the reality that they had defeated the govern- 
ment referendum and that General Charles de Gaulle, their 
national savior for ten years and ten months, had resigned. 
In all probability a majority of them wondered if there 
would be a Sixth Republic. For Frenchmen, and their 
leaders, accustomed to changing sides in the political 
landscape, governmental inconsistency had become a way of 
life. They had long regarded the constitution as a scrap 
of paper which could be easily changed or forgotten in a 
time of crisis. 

Nineteen Premiers in 12 years had convinced the 
French that a period of political upheaval naturally 
followed the resignation of a Premier or a President. A 
government crisis of huge proportions would probably follow 
the unexpected resignation of General de Gaulle. Time and 
time again he had warned the Republic that they must put 
theix faith in him or risk “complete chaos." It was clear 
to France that on numerous occasions he alone had acted to 


stem the tide of the “continuing degradation of the state." 


1 


S ave 

WOOK Pe 
ow am cmemmnnns COR tags no yal det eal ot 
—xaweoy soit Sede tad yest audz yolines Mal ot hensdnun 
wie? oh ipet af vossad? Leaman der tne eaereehnx Some 


rat 3s a 36 ncn 4 ii a 
sists Bam .Dewinoes’ 207 eo dihiny 


- 2 
oe yer © cemees Sls Sealceel | ET ail 
slain. pee ye 
© at sertorret 2 Gagied> {ibate ed Licas subite sagey PO 

 gseies Do emis 

nts tescnitemeo ted enéeey 01 a! eoeiaett cela 
qiteTenn isveuiqe Leolziloy to Soiaeg © sed? dont 
* .jewileew® « Ge selveut © Bo nolgenpinen ade Gewol ict 
walled [idory Sinmw anaicuogety eqod le aisixo Japenereg 
os weit .of lke © Lema? So molsncgiees betoeqeres a6? 
io cow 2“ .ecein peedaee” aetx go ci wl AZiot siedy 
oe tewsn bed ecole af shtbeercc eyOseelt ao Date poorss oF 

* autre ed Yo culveteqe® petunianoo” eae te sete ad? exon 



















t 


2 

In 1958 French political instability had reached an 
all time low. Premiers, entire governments and important 
political positions changed with an alarming rapidity. It 
seemed that for all of Prance there was only one way to 
turn. General de Gaulle was a leader who had twice before 
shored up the defenses of French patriotism and succeeded 
in restoring French importance in international politics. 
In 1958 he returnee to power as the first President of the 
newly consecrated Fifth Republic. 

During his ten years de Gaulle “ruled over France 
in as rare an identification of ruler and ruled as modern 


history shows. “* 


France had grown accustomed to basking in 
the warm glow of self-congratulation during the 1960's. As 
the President of the Fifth Republic de Gaulle was its 
central political figure. He, and not the Prime Minister, 
was the policy maker. De Gaulle created this position of 
strength and he was aided by a strong national preference 
for Gaullist party deputies who were able to prevent 
conflicts from arising in the National Assembly. These 
conflicts, non-existent in the Fifth Republic, often 
resulted in the reSignation of entire governments in the 
Fourth Republic. Strangely, the Constitution of the Fifth 
Republic kept the provision that a motion of censure could 
be voted against the President, and the President could 
dissolve the National Assembly and call for new elections. 


If these elections gave a majority to an opposition party, 
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3 
it would appear to be a loss of faith in the President and 
his Prime Minister and would make it difficult for him to 
stay in power. 

This situation never occurred when de Gaulle was 
President, but the possibility that it might in future 
governments must have been in the back of the minds of 
every Frenchman as the importance of the General's resig- 
nation began to take effect. The 1969 French presidential 
election would. in a large measure, determine the stability 
of the Fifth Republic for de Gaulle was a unique figure, 
and he had governed France through the use of national 
referenda and his own interpretation of the Constitution. 

Of course the election was important to the French 
and it was, though not in the same degree, important to 
other countries, the United States among them. To the 
press, in its collective sense, fell the task of accur- 
ately reporting all of the intricacies as wall as the 
important issues of the 1969 French political election. 

Two questions arise. First. how important was the 
election to the United States? Second, why should the 
American press, and particularly the ten newspapers in this 
Study, spend the time, money and effort to report it? 
Getting accurate and adequate coverage of news events in 
far places is difficult and complicated. Our nation‘s 
political strength and security depend on sound public 


understanding of international events. This understanding 
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cannot occur without the daily contribution of the press. 

We live in a free society that emphasizes the 
public will in the formation of government policy. In the 
strictest sense. the wlll of the people is the foundation 
of our political structcre. Full infermatien ie one of the 
essential tools for a continuing successful democracy. The 
presse has the primery responsibility to tell us what is 
happening in the world and whet people do, feel, say and 
think about. We are ali directly involved in the unique 
Gemocratic system of responsible governmert. The impor- 
tance Of which will be Giscussed in the next section of 
this chapter. it would seem to be that the prerequisite 
for participation in this system is & certain amount of 
understanding of important international events, eat least 
as they affect the United States. It is important that the 
average citizen receive the kind and amount of information 
he needs to function wisely as a responsible citizen in our 
Gemocratic process. 

Though the need for an informed populace is self~ 
evident it is also obvious that not a1) people will make 
good use Of the knowledge acquired through the press and 
other media. It is pxrobebly too much to hope for that the 
press, by accurate coverage of world events, can manufacture 
a public of eager stuGents of international] affairs. 
Pmericans will always differ widely in the manner and 
extent of their understanding and participation in the 
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government process. 

Nevertheless increased awareness of international 
events is essential in the creation of an informed public 
and on this score the press has a definite responsibility. 
We cannot have sound public understanding of international 
events without the daily contribution of the press. The 
press has the responsibility to report the international 
scene accurately, fairly and comprehensively. This is the 


only type of press that can strengthen public knowledge and 


involvement. 





Proceeding under the premise that it is the duty 
and responsibility of the press to accurately report 
foreign affairs, it is the purpose of this study to deter~- 
mine the nature and scope of the coverage given the 1969 
French presidential campaign and election by a selected 
sample of ten prestige newspapers during the period from 
April 28, the day of de Gaulle‘’s resignation, to June 18, 
three days following the runoff election. Examination and 
analysis will show how much and what kind of news was given 
to the American public on this important international news 
event by these particular papers which are acknowledged, 
influential leaders in the press. 

The study was organized around several primary 
areas of investigation. They ares (1) Were the readers of 


each newspaper provided with a continuing and accurate 
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amount of campaign and election issues ané events? (2) 

Did the papers exhibit significant dimensions of agreement 
in amount of coverage? (3) Did the press cover the main 
Gevelopments and key issues? (4) Did the press concentrate 
on the candidates or on the issues? (5) Were the news 
stories devoted to straight news and interpretative 
commentary of events or were they concerned with statements 
of value or advocacy toward particular candidates? 

Quantitative and qualitative methods were used in 
the analysis of the following hypotheses which form the 
basis of the study. The methodology will be explained 
later in this chapter following a Giscussion of the 
significance of the present study. 

I. Examination will show the sample of ten 
prestige newspapers furnish measurable differences among 
themselves in the length and nusber of items and Gegree of 
coverage of issues and developments. 

II. All of the papers will be found to focus on 
the candidates and theiz progress rather than on the issues 
and developments. 

III. Examination will indicate that coverage, 
although centered on candidates, will be concerned primar~ 
ily with straight news or interpretative accounts of events 
and not exhibit statements of advocacy toward candidates or 
issues. 

These hypotheses will be tested by quantitative andé 


qualitative methods to determine (a) volume, (bb) focus, 
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(c) comprehensiveness, (d) interpretation, and (f) objec" 
tivity. 

The remainder of this chapter will inelude a 
description of the methodology to be used in the exanina- 
tion, a discussion of the significance of the study and of 
Yelated studies and a description of the sources which will 
be used in the examination. Chapter II will include a 
discussion of the importance of the election and a dGescrip- 
tion of the French political] systen. 

Chapters III, IV and V wiil be concerned with an 
explanation and analysis of the hypotheses. The final 
chapter will summarize the resulta, offer final conclusions 


and suggest further research topics in this area. 


We must, a3 a people, become more fuliy informed 30 
that our judgements in vital international issues are 
sound. We must have sufficient knowledge of events and 
trends to appraise situations accurately, to support 
constructive programs, and to reject mere appeals to 
emotion, prejudice or unreason of any sort. If the 
masses are wrong in their apprehension of international 
problems, then the government, sensitive to the moods 
ef the people, will almost certainly act wrongly too.2 


“Arthur Hayes Sulzberger 
1956 


Even a@ casual reader of the press gains a sense of 
the importance of foreign affairs and specific inter- 
national occurrences. However, the growing complexity and 
subtlety of these issues in the past decade has made it 
increasingly difficult to keep abreast of rapidly changing 


world developments. The obvious result is that, in general, 
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3 
the American public is woefully ill-informed about details 
of international politics and political institutions. > 

This lack of knowledce would seem to be particu- 
larly significant in a free society which emphasizes the 
public will in the formation of government policy. It is 
evident that, for the forseeable future, the will of the 
people will remain the foundation of our political struc~ 
ture. Arthur Hayes Sulgberger has pointed out that if the 
people, regardless of how active they may be in individual 
situations, “are wrong in their apprehension of inter- 
national problems, then the government, sensitive to the 
moods of the people, will almost certainly act wrongly 
too. ** 

Mr. Sulzberger has emphasized that, “There is no 
denying the perils that confront us if the electorate is 
ignorant, apathetic or seif-complacent."” 

Given the importance of radio and television, it is 
impossible to have sound public interest and understanding 
of international events without the daily contribution of 
the press. Actually the press is better equipped to 
present full accounts of foreign affairs than either radio 
or television. 

Pamela Cheatham noted that, "better suited or not, 
it is too often evident that the press Goes not fine it 
easy to fulfill the potential as an informer of public 


Opinion on world events.”© 
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Wilbur Schramm is one of many noted communication 
researchers who has expressed concern Over “whether or not 
We are receiving the kind and emount of information we need 
in order to function wisely as citizens in this complex and 


difficult age.”’ 


This growing concern places a distinct 
burden upon the newspaper. The press must not only report 
a crisis that has world-wide significance, it must also 
report the never~ending flow of events that precede and 
follow such a crisis. If the press does not accept this 
responsibility the reader will not know what has gone on 
before or what may follow after. 

It is not an over-dramatization of the subject to 
say that: “The safety of the United States depends on 
accurate on-the-spot news coveraje of events. particularly 
political events in every nation of the world. It is 
becoming quite evident that America’s system of government 
cannot continue to risk not knowing what is happening in 
the word. “® 

Researchers in the field of international communi-~ 
cation seem to agree that too many significant international 
events are too often ignored because individuals responsible 
for their inclusion in the press have failed to recognize 
their importance for a well rounded understanding of world 
affairs. 

“Getting no news, Or news reported hurriedly and 


without research, without an understanding of contending 
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factors, without the appropriate language skille, and 
without perspective on the area’s culture is risky indeed 
for a country which intends to continue a system in which 
the public shares in decision making. "® 

Thus the press has a dual responsibility in the 
veporting of foreign affairs. First, it must present 
fully, accurately and in proper balance all of the facts of 
foreign affairs. However, the bare facts are often complex 
and many sided. Thus it is necessary to give readers 
expert interpretation of the event. This is often a 
Gifficult task. 

It appears that too often full information on 
significant international events is not being supplied to 
the American people. "The American citizen's need to know 
is greater than ever before; and the means of gratifying 
that need, much as they have improved, have not everywhere 
Kept pace with this accelerated requirement. “?° 

The percentage of “know-nothings” or "unenlightened" 
will increase unless American citizens become better 
informed about important international events. It is 
certain that the American public will continue to turn to 
the newspaper for detailed information, will quote it and 
uge it as a guide or a substantial authority when one is 
needed. The newspaper will continue to be &@ medium of 
prime importance in providing the public with foreign news. 


In the future newspapers will be challenged by countless 
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i 
Yecurring problems in news gathering. selection and 
presentation. 

There are many related difficulties and countless 
excuses as to why international news coverage is often 
deficient. We seem to be caught in @ vicious circle. 
Newspapers do not emphasize foreign affairs because the 
people are not interested, and the people are not interested 
because they do not find much foreign news in the papers. 
Still, in the face of all the obstacles and excuses, what 
is desired is a press that presents a balanced impression 
and offers sufficient detailed information on foreign 
affairs. "The press must print more foreign news in a more 
readable form so that the public will become better 
informed. If it is not well informed, it will not demand 
to be made more so."*1 

The 1969 French presidential campaign and election 
provides a fitting test of the coverage of the selected 
sample of prestige papers of an important international 
event. 

French and American diplomatic relations had been 
severely weakened under de Gaulle. “Americans felt 
Slighted when he pulled out of NATO but remained a part of 
the treaty continuing under the umbrella of American 


nuclear might. “+? 


Impressions of Gaullism, and France, 
were equated with the rejection of the Test Ban Treaty, 


stubborn resistance in the face of numerous monetary crises 
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12 
and flagrant violation of free world unity and strength by 
military withdrawal from NATO. Thus the issues of the 
campaign-~foreign policy, international fiscal stability 
and nuclear disarmament--were matters of importance to both 
countries in their political, military and economic 
relations. 

This is not to say that the American press should 
cover the election merely as an e€ucational venture in 
foreign news presentation. Though the results of the cam- 
paign might not directly affect the average American, they 
would be important for the United States for they would 
indicate what type of cooperation could be expected from 
Prance in the future. The campaign to choose de Gaulle's 
successor could be expected to generate a substantial amount 
of news coverage. 

The primary issues in the campaign had previously 
been created and forced on the French public by one man. 

De Gaulle was a modern French leader imbued with two 
divergent ideologies. He believed in modernizing the 
French economy and outmoded social structure, yet, at the 
same time, he could not escape the feeling that France had 
a mission. She had been in the past, and she must continue 
to be, a nation of grandeur. For de Gaulle it was not 
enough that Frenchmen recognized this need for granéeur. 
The worid also had to accept this renewed French vigor and 


importance. As Poreign Minister Couve De Murville said on 
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television in November, 1967: "“Srance’s world position 
today has not been matched for generations. Today we enjoy 
an authority and a consideration we have rarely had in the 


ae Yet to achieve this self-imposed revitalization 


past.” 
de Gaulle resorted to the use of the national refexendum 
aight times during his presidency. These referenda often 
embodied complex issues, created by de Gaulle, which were 
Gisguisec in such a way that the nation believed it was 
approving or disapproving of the General's personal 
leadership. 

Tho French, nowever, had grown tired of this system 
of government. In 2 way de Gaulle’s success in creating a 
new French pride led to his own downfall. In April, 1969, 
when it came down to the irrevocable “oul” or “non” the 
nation decided they had had enough. Fifty-two per cent of 
the electorate voted against the referendum, and because 
de Gaulle insisted he would resign if the referendum was 
not passed by a majoxity, they also voted against the 
Genexval himself. 

Alain Poher. President of the Senate, became the 
Interim President of the Republic. It was somewhat ironic 
that one of the major provisions in the referendum waa a 
constitutional amendment which would make the Prime 
Minister and not the Senate President the interim President 
of the nation. 


Georges Pompidou, de Gaulle's former Prime Minister 
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and the man who was primarily responsible for resolving the 
May-June, 19638, student/worker crisis, declared his 
candidacy on April 30 and swiftly received Gaullist backing. 
As the campaign progressed seven candidates entered the 
race to become de Gaulle‘s successor. However, the 
campaign wag primarily a two-man race between Poher and 
Pompidou. 

This study will focus on the coverage by the 
selected sample of ten prestige newspapers, which “though 
not typical of the entire American press, their performance 
is something of a gauge of the performance of the press as 
a whole because they represent the best in American 


nA All of these papers have experienced finan- 


journalism.” 
cial success and in addition to having extensive general 
¢irculation and readership are read by public officials, 
journalists. scholars and business leaders. "What these 
papers do in election coverage is significant because of 
both their influence on other newspapers and their influ~- 
ence on the public. "2° 

These particular papers were rated by the country’s 
editors and publishers as “superior in news coverage and 
integrity” and thus could be expected to present a compre~ 
hensive account of the election. 

BR Prench political campaign, however, can be some~ 
what difficult to understand. Many Americans believe the 


popular, but erroneous, concept that French political 
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institutions are administered by a myriad of easy~golng, 
pseudo politicians who have no definite party or platforn. 
This, of course, is an unfair appraisal. It must be 
remembered that in France the strength of the Comuunist 
Party presents a challenge which confronts none of the 
other traditional democracies such as the United States. 

In fact, the Communist voters, and their candidate Jacques 
Duclos, played a very significant part in the 1969 election. 
in the face of the Communist challenge the French have 
preserved their sense of proportion. The democratic 
Gecencies survive: freedom of speech, of assembly and of 
organizations impartial judicial treatment, even for those 
whom most Frenchmen regard as public enemies; and fair 
elections.*° 

For Americans, accustomed to a two-party poiitical 
system, the French counterpart, composed of numerous 
parties and ideologies, can be difficult to understand. A 
French presidential campaign then, though it may be impor- 
tant and interesting, may also generate confusion for the 
average reader. It would appear to be the responsibility 
of the sample papers to provide comprehensive factual 
coverage with background and interpretation of the campaign 
and its issues and candidates. The manner in which this 
responsibility was met in 1969 is the subject of this 
study. 
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Previous Wark 

Several studies which have examined internationa] 
news coverage have focused on the effect of a single event 
on public opinion. There have been numerous analyses 
conducted on the American press and campaign coverage. 
Many of these have utilized frequency counts of specific 
types of symbols and expressions to determine the degree of 
bias. This type of analysis is not relevant to this study 
because the coverage is presumably intended to furnish 
information on the French political scene, as reflected in 
specific campaign and election events and developments, and 
is not directed at voters. 

Professor John McNelly has described the coverage 
of the 1956 United States presidential election by the 


17 He 


British press in an unpublished master’s thesis. 
concluded that the quality national newspapers furnished 
far more comprehensive coverage of the campaign than did 
the popular papers. 

Hermenegildo Angeles Azarcon examined the 1953 
Philippine election by ten prestige newspapers in a 1963 
master’s thesis and concluded that the papers studied, with 
one exception--the Milwaukee dournal--provided “fairly 
adequate coverage of the election. "*® 

The standards established by Guido H. Stempel in 
Selecting the prestige papers for his numerous studies of 


American presidential campaign coverage were used in this 
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study.” 
Several studies were extremely helpful in providing 
background on newspaper content analysis of political 
campaigns and were used in establishing the methodoloyy for 
this study. 
Wayne -%. Danielson's and John B. Adams‘ "“Complete- 


ness of Press Coverage of the 1960 Campaign"=° 


was partic~ 
ularly helpful in constructing the three hypotheses because 
their study was primarily concerned with “completeness” of 
campaign coverage as reflected in the proportion of 
campaign events covered, and not a study of press bias. 
Danielson and Adams utilized a list of significant events 
to measure the degree of completeness. This study also 
Cescribeé the relationship between the number of events 
covered and the use of news or wire services. 

“A Method For Analyzing Campaign Coverage,” by 
Granville Price was also useful in establishing the 


methodology fer this study because it too analyzed campaign 





‘overage by examining the reporting or non-reporting of 
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significant evants. Other studies, such as those by 


Margaret A. Breen, "Ten Leading Newspapers Rated For Cover- 


22 J. 2A. Bart, “Election 


age of 1967 Detroit Riots"; 
Campaign Coverage In English and United States Daily Bews~ 
papers”; 79 and “Press Coverage of The Mavana Conference” by 
James E. Xipp,** although they dealt with more specific 


quantitative metheds of deseribing coverage by examining 
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Space and placement measurement, ware also useful in 
providing general background on press coverage of important 
events. 

Several other studies, though not directly related 
to the methodology used here, were examined to obtain a 
feeling for general research procedures and trends in the 
analysis of political campaign coverage. Yhey are listed 
in the bibliography. 





In order to obtain the quantitative data used in 
the examination of the three hypotheses all items 
published in the sample newspapers from April 28, the day 
Of de Gaulle‘s resignation, to June 19, three days follow- 
ing the runoff election, were studied. This involved a 
column~by~column scrutiny of all papers for any mention of 
the campaign and election. Data on all campaign and 
election news items, news photos, editorials, editorial 
columns, drawings and cartoons were recorded on a coding 
sheet. 

In addition to finding out how much news was given 
the readers of the sample papers, a descriptive analysis of 
the news content was undertaken to determine the quality of 
the election reporting. 

Hypothesis I. Examination will show the sample of 
ten prestige newspapers furnish measurable differences 


among themselves in the length and number of items and 
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19 
degree of coverage of issues ané developments. 

The following criteria were used in measuring 
vOlume and comprehensiveness: (a) number of column inches, 
(>) number of news items, (c) number of election issues, 
and (d) number of main developments covered. 

A news item included any stery. photograph. editor~ 
ial or cartoon that was celevant, regardless of length. 

A list of four key election issues was taken from 
an article by Don Cook in the April 29 edition of the 
Zntexnatianal Herald Iribune. A thorough examination of 
the Tnutarnational Herald Tximiune and lea Mande for the 
e@ight~wesk period under study revealed three additional 


igaves.*” 


Examination indicated the amount and type of 
coverage devoted to each of these key issues by each 
prestige newspaper. 

Twenty-two major campaign cevelopments were 
Selected from the articles on the election in the Tribune 
ana Le Monde. The degree of coverage of these main 
developments was also examined. 

These four methods of measuring comprehensiveness 
Were utilized in order to present a more balanced analysis 
than would have been possible with the use of just one of 
them. a check of volume might not indicate coverage of 
important news events or issues. In addition, mere mention 
ef an issue or development without sufficient explanation 


would not signify adequate coverage. True comprehensive 
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coverage by 8 newspaper wag characterized as that which 
presented a substantial amount of information on all of the 
key issues and main developments. 

Hypethesia IX. All of the papers will be found to 
focus on the candidates and their progress rather than on 
the issues and developments. 

Examination of this hypothesis determined whether 
the coverage focused on the candidates or on the issues. 
Since many items contained news on the candidates as well 
as the issues of the campaign, the hypothesis was tested by 
examining the individual] paragraphs within the item to 
determine the focus of the entire item. 

Each paragraph was examined to ascertain whether 
its emphasis was on the candidates or the issues and 
developments. The direction of reporting was coded for 
each paragraph within each item. 

After ascertaining the focus of the individual 
stories the number of stories and number of paragraphs were 
totaled for each newspaper. Examination included a 
comparison of the total number of paragraphs in each cate- 
gory, and concentrated on the proportion of stories within 
each paper that related to issues and developments in 
comparison with stories on candidates and their progress. 

A paragraph that contained information on campaign 
and election issues, though it may have mentioned the 


candidates, was coded as an issue paragraph. When the 
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paragraph did not focus on the issues and appeared to 
emphasize the candidates alone it was coded as a candidate 
paragraph. Paragraphs which were coded for candidates 
included both favorable and unfavorable statements about 
them. Those paragraphs which could not be coded in either 
category were coded as background. 

Hypothesia Ill. Examination will indicate that 
coverage, although centered on candidates, will be con- 
cerned primarily with straight news, interpretative 
accounts of events, and value statements and not exhibit 
statements of advocacy toward candidates or issues. 

All of the stories were examined to determine 
Whether the coverage was primarily straight news and 
interpretative commentary of issues and events or included 
statements of advocacy toward specific candidates or 
issues. 

This hypothesis was also tested by analyzing each 
paragraph within the item. Sach paragraph was coded as a 
single unit to determine its primary emphasis. Straight 
news was defined as news which happens, or continues to 
happen, within the time cycle of the publication. It may 
also be new information about something that happened 
before. Background or interpretative commentary differed 
from straight news only in the time factor. 

An interpretative, straight news, and value para~ 


graph was coded as such if it contained no statements of 
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22 
advocacy. The entire paragraph was coded as an advocacy 
paragraph if it contained one or more statements of 
advocacy toward a particular candidate or issue. 

The direction of the entire item depended on the 


emphasis of the paragraphs within the item. 


Reliability 
A reliability test was conducted with an independent 
coder to determine the extent of agreement with the author. 


A description of the test and the results are included in 


Chapter VI. 


hources 

The International Herald Tribune and Le Monde were 
used as background material on the campaign and election. 
Information from the two papers was also used in the 
establishment of key issues and main developments used in 
the examination cof the first hypothesis. The primary 
sources studied were the ten prestige newspapers from 
April 28.to June 19, 1969, a period of eight weeks.*° 

The papers are: (1) the New York Times, (2) 
St. Louia Pest Dispatch. (3) Christian Science Monitor. 
(4) Milwaukee Journal, (5) agten Post, (6) Leudsvilie 
Courier-Journal, (7) Chicago Rzibunea, (8) Atlanta 
Constitution, (9) Wall Street Journal. anc (10) Loa Angeles 
Times. The sample papers conveniently cover all of the 





geographic sections of the country. They have a combined 
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23 
daily circulation of 5,997,100 and a Sunday circulation of 
5,379,189." 

Two of the papers, the Christian Science Monitor 
anc Wall Street Jouxnal, do not have a Sunday edition. Ali 
of the papers are morning papers except the §t. Louis Pest~ 


Dispatch and the Milwaukee Journal. 
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CHAPTER II 


FRANCE: BACKGROUND ARD MOOD OF THE NATION AT THE 


TIME OF DE GAULLE'S RESIGNATION 


We have begun to reconstruct the Republic. You will 
continue the job. No matter how you do it, I think I 
can tell you in good conscience ... that if you fail 
to take into account the lessons of the last fifty 
years of our political history .. . if you fail to 
take into account the absolute necessity of authority, 
Gignity and responsibility for the Government, you will 
go toward a situation where one day-~I predict it--you 
will bitterly regret the course you will have taken. 


~Generali de Gaulle 
Decenber 31, 1945 


Do you think the nation can go from one crisis to 
another without being led by a strong, disinterested 
and stable government? Yesterday, I warned you. 

Today, I tell you again. We need a regime in which the 
state has leadership and to which the people have given 
the mandate and the means to impose the national 
interest, no matter what happens. 


-General de Gaulle 
September 7, 1947 


This, then, Frenchmen ané Frenchwomen, is what inspires 
the Constitution which on September 28 will be sub- 
mitted for your approval. With all my heart, in the 
name of France, I ask you to reply “yes"> If you do 
not, we will return that very day, to the troubles you 
have known. If you approve the result will be to make 
the Republic strong and effective. 


"General de Gaulle 

September 4, 1958 

I am ceasing to exercise the function of Presicent. 
This decision takes effect at noon today. 


~General de Gaulie 


J 
4 
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These four quotes are important because they are 
symbolic of the proud. sensitive and suspicious France that 
existed under the Fourth and Fifth Republics. The entire 
period can be justly called the Gaullist era. Even though 
General de Gaulle was not always the actual head of the 
government he had warned the nation against the acceptance 
of the Constitution of the Fourth Republic, and the 
troubles that were sure to follow; and he created the 
Constitution of the Fifth Republic. We, more than any 
Other Prench political leader, was able to see the state of 
the country as it changed from year to year and often from 
crisis to crisis. 

With complete confidence in himself, and unfailing 
insight into the ways of his countrymen, he could "predict" 
their growing sense of irresponsibility in 1945; “tell them 
again“ in 1947; ané “ask” them to approve the 1958 consti-~ 
tution, saying that if they did not they would “return” to 
the troubles they had known. Finally, with a still keen 
Sense of awareness of his own power he resigned, realizing 
that France no longer needed his leadership. 

It is extremely difficult to describe the French 
character. They a@xe garrulous, capricious, obstinate and 
above all proud. They have always believed that their 
country was something special, a perfect hexagon. “What 
other people have made the shape of their country 4n 


esthetic value and a source of moral eatisfaction."* Other 
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28 
countries are neuter in gender but France is feminine. La 
Belle France, she is called. For centuries French children 
have been brought up to believe in the superiority of 
French civilization, and of “Gaullocentric nowbrillisme-~ 
the conviction that France is the navel of the world. ** 
Understanding this point of view is important because it 
helps to explain the Prench belief in de Gaulle and, 
specifically, why they turned to him in periods of crisis. 
Only he understocd the true mission cf France and the need 
fer French grandeur. 

For the people of France the physical size of their 
country and their relatively small population was of littie 
importance. Actually France is about the same size as 
Texas, and slightly smaller than Kenya, with only 50 swil- 
lion people. A surprising 20 per cent of this total 
population lives in the Paris area. It is certainly not an 
ethnic unit, but rather an historical aggregate of zones 
with an extremely large, by today's standarés, peasant 
population. Almost 20 per cent of the French atill live 
off the land. Thus extreme contrasts exist between urban 
and rural life. The French peasant still constitutes an 
important political force and this force is one of the 
reasons why France has always had numerous political parties 
and ideologies. Peasants and rural workers have tradi~ 
tionally resented the fact that much of French government 


and history is simply Paris history presented as a “fait 
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accompli” to the provinces. 

The inclusion in the electorate of these provinces 
was important in the final settlement of the May~June 1968 
Student/Worker crisis. Even though the Gaullist party 
Yeceived a majority of the seats in the National Assembly, 
the troubles within the government that were brought to 
light during the crisis foretold the end of the Gaullist 
era. 

Prance has been ruled by many historic figures 
whose exploits and personalities, without any degree of 
Gistortion, actually seem to be larger than life. Their 
records of accomplishment @re clear. There was a Louis XIV 
and XVI, a Napoleon, and of course a de Gaulle. Each of 
them recognized and fulfilled the French desire for 
grandeur and world recognition and the need to participate 
in a grand epic. History also has shown that Frenchmen 
have often been uncertain in their choice of a leader. On 
several occasions they have had to choose sides. Patriotism 
was not always a national state of mind. 

After the costly victory of Worle War I the French 
seemed to be prepared, at least subconsciously. for a 
Gefeat in the next war. For all Frenchmen patriotism had 
ceased to be a clear~cut choice. For some it meant Petain, 
the hero of the last war and the figure head leader of the 
Vichy government. For others it meant de Gaulle, the self~ 


exiled young general who headed the Free French resistance 
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30 
in England. There were sound patriotic reasons to be 
aligned with either side. This compelling need for a 
choice, and the idea that patriotism often became a matter 
of political expediency, was important because it carried 
ever into the thinking of numerous governments in the 
Fourth Republic and in the end caused the downfall of the 
Republic itself. 

During the years of the Fourth Republic the French 
state took over the essential sectors of society. “It took 
over all of higher education and most of primary and 
secondary education. It took over radio and television to 
control public opinion. It took over culture to shape 
public opinion. It took over urban planning to control the 
way French towns look. And it took ovar an important part 
of the economy to make it conform to national goals."* 

In many cases the Prench people had littie to say 
in connection with the State's assumption, cr usurpation, 
ef additional power and influence. The State had even 
retained the right tc confer an academic degree. It was a 
kind of slowly growing awareness among the people that 
While they had entered into an era of economic prosperity 
and resumed a position of world importance they had sgacri- 
ficed many traditional customs end freedoms in the attain~ 
ment of this new position. These misgivings were an 


important factor in the May~June crisis in 1968. 
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That special bond between de Gaulle and the people 
began to weaken in the Spring of 1968. The disenchantment 
felt by many sectors of French society erupted in Paris in 
May and June. In the beginning it was tens of thousands cof 
students and workers who joined together to express their 
Giscontent with the existing order of government. As the 
protest grew it encompassed 811 sectors of French society. 
It was not a movement primarily designed to win material 
benefits, though there were underlying demands involving 
the standard of living. The protest leaders did net cemand 
the wholesale dissolution of all French government institu- 
tions, nor did they demand the installation of a “people's 
democracy." They did, however, succeed in creating a sense 
Of awareness in a11 sectors of French society about the 
present form of authority. 

For the first time in years France began to take 
stock of its basic freedoms. What began as 4 strike for 
more classrooms, better library conditions and the hiring 
of more professors soon touched many sensitive areas of 
French social and government structure. WNany of the issues 
raised by the strikers, such as the government controlled 
radio and televisien network (ORTF). the “force de frappe” 
(Prench nuclear strike force), and European development 


would become primary campaign issues just one year later. 
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2s the crisis began to spread the Franch people 
began to examine the society that was being so heavily 
criticizecé. In one sense it was strongly oligarchic. “It 
was a kind of &@ mutual-assurance society against change. 
This was sought by leadership groups which formed a 
conspiracy to restrict membership in the oligarchy to which 
they belonged and alse to limit risks to collective ection. 
Nearly all prefessions and buginess firms have engaged in 
such restrictive practices. “* 

In another sense it was a society that was 
"structured on distant centers of authority whose decisions 
are not subject to question. “> De Gaulle of course was the 
personal embodiment of this "distant center of authority." 
To many Frenchmen it seemed that while they enjoyed the 
material benefits of a healthy state they really had no 
vital part in the creation of the system that ensurec the 
growth. More importantly, many had come to suspect that 
the government, as reflected in the “distant center of 
authority” concept began to breed irresponsible conduct. 

"People live in isolation at each level of the 
government and secial hierarchy with each group enjoying 
its own special privileges, Whether they be great or smali, 
and each separated as much as possible from the rest. 

Since centralization is the norm any change in the system 
is naturally impossible. °° 

Put very simply. a11 of the people of France were 
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caught between a mounting pace of change that was taking 
place in all European countries, and a petrified society 
that believed in archaic authoritarian social customs. 

Pierre Mendes-France said in May: “The crisis 
dramatizes the determination of millions of Frenchmen no 
longer tO be considered ag impotent subjects in a harsh, 
inhumane, conservative society, but rather to perform their 
own role freely in a society they can look upon as reaily 
their own. */ 

At the inception of the crisis General de Gaulle 
was in Rumania. To the amazement of many French, and 
others throughout the world, he did not immediately return 
to France. De Gaulle was pressing the Rumanians to change 
their restrictive practices, yet he did not realize he had 
a problem at home. When he did return he again prevailed 
on al] of France to “put a stop to this hatred” and "save 
our nation.*® Again his last minute plea was successful. 

In the Summer election of 1968 the Gaulliste received a 
majority of the seats in the National Assembly. It was the 
first time any party had done so. However, the seeds of 
deubt had been planted in the minds of the French. In 
their vote of confidence for de Gaulle they seemed to be 
grasping at one last chance to preserve the old system, yet 
knowing that it had finally outgrown its usefulness. They 
did not like being pressured into change by Parisian mobs, 


yet they must have felt the changes would some day occur, 
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or at least be discussed. 

Because de Gaulle was not in the country when the 
crisis began, his Prime Minister Georges Pompidou, with the 
aid of Andre Malraux-~Culture Minister, swiftly moved to 
strengthen the government position. After the crisis had 
been settled and calm had heen restored to Parisian streets 
most Prench political speculators gave Pompidou most of the 
exedit for preventing a complete collapse of the govern- 
ment. De Gaulle reacted by “gracelessly sacking” Pompidou 
as Prime Minister and appointing Maurice Couve be Murville 
to take his place. To most Frenchmen it must have seemed 
as if Pompidou nad done all too well in handling the 
crisis. 

An uneasy truce period followed and in fApril 1969 
General de Gaulle proposed his last referendum. Basically 
it was a plan to decentralize the country’s top-heavy 
administration. What Ge Gaulle proposed was a redistribu~ 
tion of France’s historic 935 provinces into 21 economic 
regions, each having its own legislature. He also added a 
provision to downgrade the Senate and turn it into a 
“council of wise men without power."” 

The Senate represented the country’s traditional 
political personnel, while the *?ssembly was much more open 
to the winds of change. The Senate was dominated by old 
Republicans of conservative outlook whe normally did not 


approve of Gaullist tactics. In 1962 a bitter feud 
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Geveloped between Gaston Monnerville, the Senate President, 
and de Gaulle. Monnerville denounced de Gaulle‘’s refer- 
endum, which introduced direct election of the President, 
at every available Opportunity. In the next few years 
government ministers were forbidden to speak in the Senate, 
and the Senate was permitted to deal only with lowly 
ministers of state. “The President of the Republic no 
longer extended official hospitality to the President of 
the Senate or shook his hand at formal functions. There 
Were frequent public and private proposals (or threats) to 
reform the Senate by amaigamating it with the Economic and 
Social council. “1° 

in an attempt to reduce the bitterness between 
de Gaulle and Monnerville, Alain Poher. previously the 
Chairman of the European Parliament at Strasbourg, was 
elected to succeed Monnerville in October of 1968. It is 


significant that one of the proposals in the defeated 





referendum was a law to change the succession to the 
Presidency. The change would make the Prime Minister and 
not the Senate President the Interim President of the 
Republic. It is ironic that Poher., the man who was 
selected to improve relations with the Elysee, should be 
instrumental in the defeat of the referendum and would 
assume the Presidency upon de Gaulle‘'s resignation. It was 
Clear that de Gaulle was appealing for a final three years 


in office to finish his life’s work. It was also clear 
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that he need not have turned the issue into a vote of 
confidence for himself; because he was elected for seven 
years without conditions or restrictions. 

Shortly after midnight on the 28th of April, the 
voting trend unmistakable, de Gaulle sent a two-sentence 
communique to Paris from his home in Colombey~Les~Deux- 
Eglises. It said: "I am ceasing the exercise of my func- 
tions as President of the Republic. This decision takes 
effect at noon today." 

Quite naturally the majority of Frenchmen privately 
woncered if there would be a Sixth Republic. “Phe fact 
that de Gaulle could be succeeded in an orderly presi~ 
Gential election rather than through the process of 
revolution was in itself a denial of the Prench experience 
in which the passing of a great man means the passing of a 
regime and the beginning of a period of confusion and 
strife."+) 

Experts on French political history such as Dorothy 
Maud Pickels and Jean Blondel doubted whether the Fifth 
Republic would continue after de Gaulle‘s resignation or 
defeat. Blondel asserted that the "Fifth Republic is 
likely to retreat after de Gaulle to a style of politics 
not very different from the one practiced in the Third and 


12 


Fourth Republics." Dorothy Maud Pickels bluntly said in 


the preface of her book on the Fifth Republic that: "It is 


unlikely to outlive his presidency. +? 
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PFetually this type of view is misleading because 
the Prime Minister is responsible to Parliament and the 
system cannot work if he and the President disagree. In 
Other words it would be extremely hard for past habits to 
reassert themselves when the government has control of 
Parliamentary business. “The deputies cannot return to 
their ancient sport of big game hunting--the incessant 
hazing and frequent slaughter of governments, without 
breaking down strong constitutional, political and social 
barriers."*4 

Sven though de Gaulle may have governed by mono- 
logue, and some of his methods were outmoded, it was 
unlikely that the peOple would assent to a return of the 
Fourth Republic leadership of traditional] political parties. 
“fhe masses in France who feel more than thay reason, do 
not know very well what they want but they Know perfectly 
well what they do not want. They cdo not want to return to 


- The o1¢€ traditional parties were too closely 


the past.” 
linked with the past in the collective consciousness of the 
Prench people by their emblems, slogans and specifically 
the namea of their leaders. to be able to escape from 
unfavorable public reaction and achieve a rebirth. 

De Gaulle -himself had succeeded in strengthening 
the Presidency and ensuring the peaceful election of his 


Successor. 
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A_Choica 

The 1969 presidential campaign and election 
certainly provided a contrast for the French voter. On the 
one hand there was Georges Pompidou, de Gaulle’s former 
Prime Minister and confidant, who eagerly announced his 
candidacy on the 30th of April. On the other hand there 
was Alain Poher, the complete antithesis of all the 
Gaullists represented. An early protege of Robert Schumann, 
Poher had served three terms as Chairman of the European 
Parliament at Strasbourg. Pompidou had campaigned for the 
referendum, Poner against it. Pompidou, though he modified 
his major beliefs as the campaign progressed, stressed the 
need to adhere to strict Gaullist policies. Poher believed 
just the opposite. He even went so far as to propose a 
Single European currency. 

At the outset most Frenchmen must have wondered 
what kind of a campaign would ensue should Poher declare 
his candidacy. It must be explained that under de Gaulle 
during the 1965 2lection Gaston Defferre end Jean-Louis 
Tixier-Vignancour were “tolerated” by de Gaulle, but were 
not given any time on the government controlled radio and 
television network~-even though they offered to pay. In 
France police and other government workers are used to put 
up campaign posters and quite frequently tear them down 
when they are anti-Gaullist. 


Frenchmen also wondered if they would experience 
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39 
full freedom of the press. They had not under the Fifth 


Republic. 


The.isguca 

One of the major issues was the state controlled 
radio and television network (ORTF). 2 side issue was the 
CRS or special secret police. This police force was a 
purely partisan Gaullist institution that was used to spy 
on anti~Gaullist groups and individuals. They wore 
Gistinctive uniforms and took their orders directly from 
the Minister of Interior. An extremely powerful group. 
they were organized on a territorial basis with cells in 
all large cities. The existence of the CRS was a distinct 
sense of embarrassment among 211 freedom-loving Frenchmen 
in the Fifth Republic. Immediately after de Gaulie’s 
resignation Alain Poher fired the head of the CRS and 
placed the organization in a limbo status. He also 
announced thet all candidates would be accorded equal 
privileges on radio and T.V. and would be given two free 
hours on the ORTF. This was a very important break with 
long-standing French precedent. 

Somewhat comicaliy. the use of free radio and tele- 
vision include@ all candidates from Pompidou to Louis 
Ducatel, who bragged: "I seem to get better and better the 
more I speak." It made little difference what he said 
because he was the candidate for those who “didn't like 
anybody else.” 


It is natural to assume that a modern country in 
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40 
Western furope, regardless of a belief in the "Big Four," 
would not have its radio and television network muted by 
flagrant yovernment control. Such is not the case in 
France. The OTF is characterized by outright lies, cmis~ 
sions, propaganda and daily government interference to 
Suppress or emphasize news items. "The eight million 
owners of French television sets are treated to a sunshine 
image of France as a world leader with no domestic problems, 
in contrast to the Vietnam War and race riots in the United 
States. "® 

Jacques Soustelle, who wrote 2 Hew Boag Fox Lurome. 
exiled from his own country because he vociferously opposed 
Gaullist policies, says that the “press, radio and T.V. 
inject the French people with a daily dose of ilies. By the 
untiring repetition of a lie, preferably as shameless as 
possible, the propaganda machine makes a truth of it. For 
millions of Frenchmen it is the truth. “27 

Those who watch French T.V. can only conclude that 
the French live in a world of bicycle races, Olympic ski 
teams and pop singers. 

In France the Minister of Information has a direct 
private telephone line to the executive offices of the 
ORTF. It is absolutely necessary that a T.V. commentator 
be a loyal party man first and a journalist second. In 
additien to the Ministry of Information any government 
agency can exercise its right to censor national television. 


“The crude slant on Comestic news is one reason why the 
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May-June events in 1968 tock public opinion by surprise. 
It was like learning that the plague has hit Camelot.*!® 

During the crisis the T.V. news commentators were 
told to stress the same oid French pomp and circumstance. 
"If the Breton farmers were burning tons of artichokes that 
day, they were told to show some Vietnam War footage. When 
Georges Bidault returned from exile before the June 1968 
elections he said in a press conference: ‘Don‘t vote 
Communist, don’t vote Gaullist.* Only the first half of 
the sentence was reproduced in the evening news. °1? 

For the first time, in June, 1968, Frenchmen were 
able to see what actually went on in the Mational Assembly 
When debates were telecast live. This initiative did not 
Signal a wholesale change in long-acecepted restrictive 
policies in news management. When 92 employees of the ORTF 
went on strike in May for greater freedom 57 were fired, 
though they were promised that no official sanction would 
be taken against them. 

One can believe Jacques Soustelle when he says: 
“The brainwashing mechine hammers relentlessly at the 
French listeners and viewers in a manner reminiscent of 
Goebels. The themes are the same: Worship of the leader 
and the greatness am prosperity of the country, thanks to 
His great knowledge of ail matters. “2° 

A. deseription of the fourth estate ylelds an 


equally gloomy picture. "Seme form of censorship of the 
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42 
written or spoken word has existed in France ever since 
Philippe Le Hardi in 1275 put booksellers under the sur- 
veiliance of the University to prevent them from peddling 
seditious material. No French regime, not even the 
strongest ones, like the absolute monarchy or the Fifth 
Republic, has ever felt secure encugh to allow full freedom 
of the press."*+ 

Jacques Soustelle was one of de Gaulle’s most 
important lieutenants in 1958. He helped to organize the 
Gaullist Party, the UNR, and bring the General back to 
power. However, he. and many others, soon became dis- 
illusioned over the General's insistence that -.lgeria be 
granted its independence. Soustelle, after several public 
airings of his views, which disagrsed with de Gaulle's was 
exiled from Prance. His book was written and published 
outside of France. It was later smuggled into the country 
and became 8 best seller. 

At the time of the book's pepularity employees of 
the ORTF were directed not to mention the book and no news- 
paper reviewed it or accepted paid advertisements for it. 
Soustelle is still not allowed to return to France because 
ef his severe criticism of the Gaullist government. 

Jean-Jacques Servain Schrieber, chairman of the 
Radical Socialist Party. who lost a runoff election against 
Jacques Chaben-Delmas for a National Assembly seat on 
September 21, 1970, is one of France’s most respected 
authors. A former correspondent for Le Menge in 1956 and 
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1957, he wrote a penetrating book about the Algerian War 
calleé Lieutenant in Algexia. In it he Gescribed the 
atrocities committed by the French troops against the FLN. 
Ag soon as the book was published he was accused of 
“weakening the morale of the FPrench Army," arrested and 
ordered to stand trial. He was later acquitted. 

The French news agency, Agence France Press, 
receives half of its budget from the state, thus it cannot 
be called an official agency. or an independent one. 
Members of its staff move back anc forth between journal- 
istic and government jobs. 

The existence of Le Monde allows the student of 
French journalistic practices to state that the picture is 
not entirely negative. Most international communication 
vesearchers agree that Le Honge is the one newspaper that 
keeps the French press respectable. 

it ig easy to understané why the issues of free 
speech and press was Such an important one. Poher charged 
that the ORTF “chloroformed public opinion” and he called 
for “impartial information and frea expression” on the 
radio and television. His advocacy of such a concept 
Seemed to give him a special exalted position among the 
average Frenchren, even though the position did not appear 
to be of a lasting nature. Pompidou hesitated, then 
endorsed a position similar to that of Poher. 
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This was the number one issue because it involved 
the whole future of Uurope. This question concerned 
France's leadership and diplomatic dynamism with its neigh- 
bers and partners and the political and economic solidarity 


22 Former Prime 


of more than 300 million Europeans. 
Minister Paul Reynaud once said: “As long as we have 
Ge Gaulle, we will net have Europe.” To which he could 
have added: “As long as we have de Gaulle the unity of the 
West will be threatened and the Western alliance will be in 
danger. “7? 
Under de Gaulle France had refused to talk to the 
British about anything concerning a closer European com- 
munity. The General was convinced, and Couve De Murville 
Clearly followed the party line, that Europe should remain 
"Buropean,” that is, without America and without Great 
Britain, which was a faithful ally and friend of America. 
In other words, “de Gaulle considered Britain as America's 
Trojan horse in Western Burope. “24 
Alain Poher, a truly dedicated Kuropean in the 
broader sense, presented a sharply contrasting viewpoint to 
the traditional Gaullist suspicions adhered to by Pompidou. 
Poher, quite naturally, favored reopening negotiations with 
Britain coneerning her entry into the Common Market. is 
the campaign progressed Pompidou, in vaguely worded symbols 
of Gaullist rhetoric, appeared to have second thoughts in 


this area. 
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General de Gaulle had boycotted the negotiations 
ever since they began in their present form in 1962. In 
1969 the United States and the Soviet Union, tired of 
looking at France’s empty chair, were contemplating 2 
change in the composition of the committee with the addi-~ 
tion or subtraction of various states. Eecause France had 
not taken an active role in the negotiations it was assumed 
that she was one of the countries that would be eliminated 
from the committee. 

For France committee membership involved a larger 
nuclear issue. For many years she had been seeking closer 
ties with Red China. Early in 1964 de Gaulle had 
"officially recognized” the Peking government and instructed 
Couve De Murville to announce that France would support Red 
China's admission to the United Mations. Prance, along 
with Communist China. hac bean the only nation not to sign 
the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. She had refused to cooperate 
with her European partners in all matters dealing with 
nuclear power. De Gaulle called this another form of 
"Atlanticism." At the same time France was continuing to 
bulld an expensive number of pretotypes which would someday 
comprise the much~celebrated, but ineffectiva “force de 
frappe. ”* 

The most essential part of the “force de frappe,” 


the French “mini~bombe,” had become de Gaulle’s “idee fixee." 
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4y 
*s early as July 23, 1964, he Geclared that France would 
"soon" be in possession of 200 A-bombs of the Hiroshima 
type. It made little difference that the Mirage jets, 
eosting over one million doliars, that were to carry the 
bombs could not reach Russia without the help of tanker 
planes. France had no tanker pianes. 

"France’s highest officials declared that the bomb 
may be useless against the Russians, but coulé be quite 
useful in case of another war with Germany. "?> For 
de Gaulle the bomb was a “psychological necessity for a 
nation whose armies once made Europe tremble. "© 

Development eof the bomb was proof of the nation's 
strength and scientific capacity, and the price of admis~ 
sion to the "club des grands." "Without it, France would 
be an undeveloped Nation. With it, she was in the company 
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eof Russia, China, Engiand and the United States." 
the Gaullists the “force de frappe” was worthwhile for the 
side affects alone. 

Poher believed that France should resume her seat 
at the council table. He recognized that the "force de 
frappe" was too expensive to scrap so he advocated incer- 
porating it with other NATO nuclear forces. Pompidou also 
appeared to support the idea that France should take an 
effective part in future multi~national nuclear talks. His 
Seplies to queries on the “force de frappe” were consider- 


ably more vague. Me often resorted to the old Gaullist 


stand that the fundamental idea of a nuclear alliance was 
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47 
unrealistic because no nation was prepared to risk its own 


total destruction in defense of another. 


isx3eli Arma Babargo 

Rs early as 1965 de Gaulle, through his special 
representative Zdgar Faure, began to seek a “rapprochement " 
between France and the United Arab Republic. In 1968 he 
imposed a total boycott on all arms shipments to Israel. 
The principal issue was the non-delivery of 50 Mirage 
fighter aircraft. Years previous the French government had 
receiveé payment for the planes, which they promptly buiit 
at the Dassault Aircraft Plant in Bordeaux. At the time of 
the election they stiil sat in the Bordeaux countryside, 
paid for and with Israeli markings on the fuselages. In 
the meantime, the Government had grown increasingly friendly 
with the Arab states. 

At first both candidates preferred to ignore the 
issue, hoping it would somehow disappear. Poher stated 
midway through the campaign that he favored lifting the 
embarge while Pompidou spoke of "recognizing Israel’s exis~ 
tence and the right for guaranteed safe borders.“ Pompidou 
implied that he would not be in favor of a ban against any 
country. It was an area of debate which arousec “tres 


importante polemiques.”" 


The Franc 
The French franc had enjoyed a tenuous confidence 


for several years. The bills for Gaullist grandeur and 
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1963‘s worker/student crisis had not been paid. France had 
not recovered from the six-week industrial shutdown during 
the 1968 crisis period, and the 13 per cent pay raise 
granted to get the workers back at their jobs. At the time 
of the April referendum the General was having trouble with 
the trade unions, which threatened to weaken further the 
stability of the franc. 

On several occasions General de Gaulle rejected a 
Gevaluation of the franc even though his European partners, 
and the United States, encouraged it. The franc was not 
devalued in 1968 because de Gaulle had been willing to put 
seven billion dollars of reserves and credits on the line 
to protect current exchange rates. However, ever since the 
1968 crisis France had imported considerably more goods 
than she had exported. Ner gold reserves had ¢windled to 
four million dollars. 

Whoever France's new President would be, he would 
be faced with serious economic difficulties. These would 
probably include wage negotiations and the threat of 
Gevaluation. In the face of these problems the President- 
elect would have to restore French confidence in the franc 
and take corrective measures to stop the adverse balance of 


and it was as 





payments. If a devaluation was decided upon, 
high as 20 to 50 per cent, it could exert pressure on the 
British pound and probably force a realignment of all 


Western European currency. 
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In early campaign speeches Pompideu promised to 

defend the franc by expanding the French economy. He was 
careful not to mention devaluation. As the leader of 
Centrist opposition, Alain Poher had the advantage of being 
able to comfortably attack ten years of Gaullist spending 
policies. He proposed to cut government spending on what 
he termed “prestige projects." He aiso called for 
reorganization of the international monetary system. Foher 
said he opposed devaluation without corresponding changes 


in cther countries. 


NATO. (OpAuD 

De Gaulle began his total withdrawal, or"de~ 
integration," in late 1964 when he withdrew all of the 
Prench naval forces. By the end of 1966 France had with- 
Grawn all of its military forces and the NATO neadquarters 
was moved to Bruselles. She still remained a member of the 
treaty and thus would receive allied nuclear support in the 
event of actual hostilities. Ever since the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, however, there appeared to be a subtle 
change in emphasis in France. Though it was doubtful if 
there would be a ceversa] of de Gaulle‘s "“de-integration" 
order, it looked as if there wag some room for improvement. 

Actually France was not merely "“Ge~integrated,” she 
wag totally isolated from all of the planning decisions on 


which her security ultimately rested. 
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50 
Poher emphasized the need for renewed cooperation 
with the West and within N*&TO. As was previously mentioned, 
he advocated incorporating the "foree de frappe“ with other 
allied nuclear forces. Pompidou did not go that far. He 
did propose “explanatory” talks. In numerous thinly 


disguised endorsements for N*PTO he talked of “maintaining 


the Atlantic Alliance.“ 





This particular issue was not mentioned in Don 
Cook*s article but it became one of the central campaign 
issues. As early as the 10th of May. before Poher ceclared 
his candidacy, Pompidou intimated he might make an issue 
over the fact that should Poher win he would have to call 
new national elections because he would be forced to work 
with a Gaullist majority in the National Assembly. Te many 
French men and women this situation evoked al] too clear 
memories of France's "revolving door governments" Guring 
the Fourth Republic. Poher replieaG by saying he would 
Gissolve the Assemply only if it passed a motion of censure 
against the Prime Minister and the designated cabinet. 

Under the constitution a vote can be foreed on the 
eabinet's program or on a declaration of general policy. 
This challenge can be instituted by either the opposition 
or the government itself. The Prime Minister would be 
forced to resign if a majority of the .ssembly voted in 


favor of the censure. It is possible that the defeated 
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Prime Minister, after the initiation of @ new program, 
could be reappointed and receive a new vote of confidence. 
Pompidou did precisely this in 1962. 

An equally important campaign issue which seemed to 
develop as the campaign unfolded was the conduct of the 
President. In an obvious maneuver to undermine Gaullist 
attempts to prolong the “national Savier" image, Poher said 
the President's role should be that of an “umpire or 
“prime mover." He had in mind someone who was not @ mere 
figure head as Rene Coty had been and not ag all-powerful 
as de Gaulle. 

President Coty. fully aware that his only function 
was to keep the President‘s chair warm, said: “I owe the 
jeb to a prostate operation which kept me out of the 
Gebates over the European Defense Community. “78 

The views of Pompidou and Poher were important 
because the Constitution gave the President enormous 
powers, powers which were never fully used under de Gaulle 
but could conceivably be misused by future Presidents. In 
the title related to the President many functions are 
enumerated. "Some are powers the President can exercise 
with the approval of the Prime Minister; others are things 
he can do alone. What he can de alone is, first, to choose 
the Prime Minister; second, to dissolve the Assenbly; 
third, in certain instances, to take full powers and 


establish something like a dictatorship. **" 
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Actually the powers of the President do not make 
him the head of the government. According to the Constitu- 
tion he is not able te run the daily affairs of the State, 
though de Gaulle gave this area a different interpretation. 
The PresicGent is able to influence the government, and to 
apply pressure on the Assembly, by the double threat of 
submitting a law to a referendum or of dissolving the 
Assembly. 

At first Pompidou disagreed with Poher, but as the 
campaign advanced he endorsed a proposal much like that of 
Poher, still insisting that should Poher win he would be 


forced to call new elections for the National Assembly. 


The Candicateos 

A total of seven candidates sought to become the 
next President of France. The first round of elections to 
choose de Gaulle's successor was scheduled for June 1, with 
a runoff on June 15, 1969, should no candidate receive 50 
per cent of the vote on the first ballot. Georges Pompidou 
had announced in January. 1969, that he would be a candi~ 
Gate for the presidency if anc when de Gaulle resigned. 
During the referendum, at the General's request, Pompidou 
worked vigorously for a “yes" vote while somehow managing 
to give the impression that his heart was not in it. It 
Came ag no surprise when he @Ceclared his candidacy for the 
presidency and swiftly received the suppert of the Gaullist 
Party. the Union For The New Republic (UMR). 
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The party itself grew ont of the old Gaulliet Party 
called the Rassemblement du Peuple Francais (RPF) in 1946. 
It was renamed the UNR in 1958 and has since been the major 
political party in the Assembly. %s previously stated, its 
Geputies received a majority of the seats in the 1968 
elections. Party policies embody a modest nationalisn 
movement, and it is situated roughly in the center and left 
of center in the political spectrum. 

Alain Poher waited until the deadline on May 13 to 
announce his candidacy. During the two weeks between 
de Gaulla's resignation and his own declaration he 
attempted to re-establish the traditional “Third Force" in 
French politics of all leftists, centrists and right wing 
socialists. He was not successful. 

He received the backing of the Christian Democrats 
or Mouvement Republicain Populaire (MRP) and other small 
parties. The MRP traditionally supported liberal institu- 
tions and was among the first to preach European unity. 
Probably its most famous member was Robert Schumann, who 
still remains the symbol of European integration. “The MRP 
was one of the main proponents of European modernization in 
the economic and social field. Yet it gained little credit 
in the minds of Frenchmen and has been constantly assailed 


30 The MRP is left of center 


by politicians of all sides.“ 
in political thinking. 
The attempted "Third Force" coalition would have 


inclu@ed all of the left of center socialists and could 
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conceivably have defeated Pompidou on the first ballot. 
Between the 2nd and 7th of May the attempted coalition fell 
apart. It did so primarily beceuse Gaston Defferre, 
Socialist Mayor of Marseilles, decided to run as a United 
Secialist candidate. Defferre had tried to run against 

Ge Gaulle in 1965 but gave way to party pressure and 
finally endorsed Prancois Mitterand, who narrowly missed 
defeating de Gaulle. In 1969 Defferre sought again, and 
finally received, the backing of the Socialist Party. In 
the process he alienated Mitterand, who was the leader of a 
small group of political leaders called the Convention of 
Republican Institutions. Defferre had hoped to receive the 
support of all Socialists and Radical Socialist Party 
members and form a United Socialist Party similar to the 
Federation de la Gauche Democrat et Socialiste that was 
formed at the time of the 1965 election for Mitterand. 
Because Mitterand decided not to support Defferre, the 
coalition failed. 

Michel Rocard, the leader of the Unified Socialist 
party and the only important socialist leader to actively 
support the students and workers in the May-June crisis, 
also decided not to support Defferre, and he too became a 
candidate. 

This breakdown among the socialist parties left the 
Communists in an uncomfortable position. They could not 


support either candidate and were forced to back the 
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candidacy of Jacques Duclos, chairman of the Partie 
Communiste Francais. The PCF has traditionally polled 
about 20 per cent of the vote in French elections. It is 
both a large and tightly knit organization which is 
particularly strong in Marseilles, Le Havre and the Paris 
"Rea Belt.” Unlike other Zuropean Communist parties, it 
does not obtain much more than half of its voters from 
manual workers. 

The mere presence of the party accounts for the 
squabbling over ideology among the other parties of the 
left. This divisiveness among the left over concrete 
proposals and platforms explains why the left has never 
been a cohesive unit able to work out the problems of 
opposition to the parties of the right. 

The candidacy of Defferre, Duclos and Rocard was a 
serious blow to the centrist opposition, whose members had 
effectively campaigned for the defeat of the April 27th 
referendum. Yet, early French public opinion polls showed 
Poher was only one percentage point behind Pompidou and 
would probably win in June with leftist and socialist 
backing. 

It should be explained that France automatically 
accepts the runoff election and the realignment of positions 
and endorsements for the final vote. In 1965 Francois 
Mitterand was a distant second to de Gaulle on the first 


ballot with only the backing of his own party; but narrowly 
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56 
missec defeating him on the runoff ballot when othar non- 
Gaullist party members gave him their support in an 
attempt to defeat the General. 

Though the campaign was actually between Poher and 
Pompidou, no French political campaign is complete without 
at least a few “folklorigque”“ candidates. This election was 
no exception. On the l6th of May the National Assembly 
Cleared the candidacy of Alain Krivine, a second string 
“barricade manager” during the May-June events, as the 
Trotskyite representative. The Assembly also cleared Louis 
Ducatel, writer~speaker-millionaire, as the candidate for 
“everybody whe ig not satisfied.* Actually in France there 
are not many things that are eagier than running for 
President. The basic requirements are citizenship, $2,600 
and 100 sponsoring signatures from among the thousands of 
elected officials known as the “notables.” KXrivine, then a 
Brivate in the French Army fulfilling his active duty 
Obligation, would. if elected, find himself in the dubious 
position of commanding all of France's military forces 
while still a Private; and Ducatel] would face a National 
Assembly without one deputy pledged to support him. 
Actually neither man expected to win--win more than One per 
cent of the total vote. Both hoped to do better than Paul 
Giffon, a Left-Bank sunbather, who ran for deputy in 1968. 
and got one vote. 


The campaign was a two-man race, between Poher and 
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37 
Pompidou, and the outcome would decide whether the country 
would be governed in the next seven years by & President 
who progessed a loyalty to basic Gaullist politics or who 
preferred a break with traditional Gaullist doetrine. 


The question now is whether Gaulliem goes out with 

de Gaulle or whether the impending Presidential 
election will return a Gaullist successor anyway. 
Whether Pompidou or an opposition leader is elected, a 
new pexiod is opening that cannot fail to bring 
fundamental changes both within France and in the 
French role in the world. 
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CHAPTER Iift 


VOLUME AND COMPREHENGSIVENSSS OF COVERAGE 


The purpose of this study was to determine how the 
Sample newspapers accepted the responsibility for reporting 
the 1969 French presidential campaign and election. The 
major area of investigation was whether or not the readers 
of each newspaper were provided with a continuing and 
adequate account of campaign and election issues and 
events. An analysis of the volume and comprehensiveness of 
the news coverage of the ten prestige newspapers revealed 
that coverage varied greatly from one paper to another. 

The first hypothesis, that “examination will show the 
sample of ten prestige newspapers furnish measurable 
differences among themselves in the length and number of 
items and degree of coverage of issues and developments, " 
is discussed in this chapter. 

Four methods of measuring volume and comprehensive~ 
ness were utilized in order to present a more balanced 
analysis than would have been possible with the use of just 
one of then. 

The areas of measurement were: (a) number of 
column inches; (b) number of news items; (c) number of 
election issues; and (da) number of main developments 
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G1 
covered. It was nacessary to examine and compare the 
results in each of these areas of analysis to ascertain 
whether or not each newspaper presanted a comprehensive and 
eontinuing account of the election. 

The examination of total yolume of news coverage 
for each newspaper included measurement of the number of 
column inches and number of news items. Comprehensivencss 
was measurec by recording the number of election issues and 
humber of main developments that were coveret by each 
newspaper. 

Volume will be discussed first. A separate 
section of this chapter will be devoted to an examination 


of comprehensiveness by describing the coverage of key 





election issues and main developments. The chapter will 


conclude with a discussicn of news agencies and corre~ 


spondents. 


Volume 
A total of 557 news items were included in the ten 
U. S. prestige newspapers from April 28 to June 18. 1969. 
This total represented 9,603 inches of news coverage 
(Table I). A complete breakdown of news coverage, including 
eGitoriais and editorial columns, is included in Table If. 
The campaign and election were given continuous 
coverage by all of the sample papers. Analysis of coverage 
began on April 28. with General de Gaulle's defeat in the 
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TABLE I 


NUMBER OF ITiLMS AMD TUTAL INCHES OF COVERAGE OF THE 1969 
PRENCH PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN AND ELECTION 





items inches 
New York Times 115 1,873 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 46 §22 
Christian Science Monitor 38 623 
Milwaukee Journal 49 545 
Washington Post 90 1,593 
Louisville Courier~Journal 49 772 
Wall Street Journal 16 196 
Atlanta Constitution 34 419 
Chicago Tribune 48 670 
Los Angeles Times 72 1,390 





Totals 557 8,603 





Note: The figures reflect total news coverage by 
the ten prestige newspapers from April 28 to June 18, 1969. 

Pigures for editorials and editorial columns are 
included in Table II. 
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64 
government referendum and subsequent resignation as 
Presicent., and concluded on June 18, 1969, three days 
following the election of Georges Pompidou as the second 
President of the Fifth French Republic. The average number 
of news items per paper was 55, while the average number of 
column inches per paper was approximately 860. However, 
these figures are somewhat misleading because of the 
significantly greater volume of coverage by tha Mew York 
Limes. Washington Post and Las Angeles Limes. 

When these three papers are excluded from the list 
the remaining saven papers. with the exception of the Wall 
Street Journal). included roughly the same number of news 
items and tetal column inches. The group of six papers 
Which includeG--St. Levis RPest-Riagatch Christian Science 
Monitor. Milwaukee Jqurnal. Louisville Courler-Jourmai. 
Ghicage Tribune. and Atlanta Gonatitutian--carried not less 
than 38 and not more than 49 news items. The average 
number of items for these papers was 44. The figures for 
number of column inches ranged from a low of 419 to a high 
of 772. with the average being approximately 585. It is 
not surprising that each of the leaders in total volume-- 
the Maw Xoxrk Times. Washington Zast, end Los Angeles Limes-~ 
included aimost daily ceverage by their own foreign corre~ 
spondents. However, the Christian Scienge Monitor. Chicagn 
Tribune, and Wall Street Journal also included oecasional 
articles from their correspondents in France. An examina~ 


tion of the relationship between total coverage and the use 
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of correspondents will be included later. 

The New Yerk Times was the leader in number of news 
items with 115 and total inches of coverage with 1,873. 
These figures were rore than double the volume totals for 
each of the papers except the Washington Peat and Les 
Angelea Times. The average length of e@ Maw York Times 
article was over 16 inches. When the figures for the Hew 
Pest ané Los Angelea Times were 
excluded the average length of an article from the 





remaining seven papers was a little over 11 inches. The 
Hew York Times printed 29 items on the 29th and 28th of 
April. In most cases this equaled the total number of news 
items printed by each paper for the months of May and 
April. The number of news items carried by the Hew York 
Times on April 28 was greater than the total number of 
items carried by the Wall Street Journal in eight weeks. 
There was at least one item printed in the Bew Yoxk Times 
in all but nine of the 53 issues. 

In addition to extensive coverage of all of the key 
election issues and all but one of the main developments, 
the New York Timea included relevant stories on inter- 
national reaction to the election, background information 
on the principal candidates and the French election system, 
and several interpretative analysea of French public 
@pinion and how it affected the outcome cf the campaign and 


election. 
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immeciately following the resignation of de Gaulle, 
the Mew York Times included articles on the future of 
Buropean unity and the expectec international monetary 
maneuvering and resultant pressure on the franc. Also 
included were interpretative commentaries on the mood of 
the French people. The commentaries carried datelines in 
Colombey~les-Deux-Eglises, Bordeaux, Marseilles and Paris. 
Because the election of de Gaulle's successor would indi- 
cate the type of future French involvement with the 
Atlantic Community, the views of U. &. officials would also 
be important in understanding the significance of the elec- 
tion. These views were presented in several election 
analyses from Washington, D. C. 

The name of French Interim President Alain Emile 
Louis Marie Poher was not exactly a “household word" in 
France, let alone in the United States. in the first few 
Gays after de Gaulle's resignation most of the prestige 
papers merely mentioned his name in passing. In some it 
was not clear what his functions were. However, the Hew 
Yerk Timea printed several articles which detailed the 
responsibilities and prerogatives of the interim president, 
and one lengthy article which described Poher's personal 
and political background. This particular article included 
a cogent Gescription of the important role Alain Poher 
Played in the defeat of the government referendum 
April 28. 
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Even though the referendum was discussed and 
Gebated by Frenchmen for five weeks prior to the April 28 
vote--and therefore not included in the list of key 
election issues and main developments--a description of the 
referendum was important in understanding the reasons for 
Poher's upsurge in popularity as the campaign progressed. 

Mew York Times’ French correspondent Henry Tanner 
explained that France not only had grown tired of the 
General‘s concept of “government by referendum" but they 
also rejected the main proposal of the referendum itself. 
This proposal included a change in the method of selecting 
the interim president. De Gaulle proposed that the Prime 
Minister and not the Senate President should become 
France's interim president. Poher publicly spoke out 
against this particular section of the referendum: and the 
referendum in general because President de Gaulle hac 
typically announced it was an “all or nothing” package. 
Obviously many Frenchmen agreed with Poher and reasoned 
that such a succession could possibly be a step toward 
dietatorship. 

In several articles immediately following the 
referendum @efeat correspondent Tanner included a deserip~ 
tion of the French political scene and the likelihood of 
the candidacies of former premier Georges Pompidou and 
Alain Poher. By explaining the reasons for and the signi f- 
ieance of the defeat of the referendum, the Mew York Timea 
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hac set the stage for the campaign and election to choose 
Ce Gaulle's successor. 

The second position was cecupied by the Hashington 
Poat.. It printed 90 items with a total of 1,593 inches. 
The other leader among the top three was the third place 
Les Angelea Times. Its total volume of 72 news items and 
1,390 inches was both significantly greater than the other 
Seven papers and at the same time a weak third in compari~ 
son with the figures for the New York Times. 

Both the Washington Poat and the Loa Angeles Times 
included extensive background and interpretative articles 
on the first few days after the referendum defeat. 

The Washingten Roat presanted detailed information 
on the role Alain Poher played in the referendum defeat. 

It also printed items on prevalent speculation about the 
stability of the franc. A story with a Washington dateline 
explained that U. S. officials, though vitally interested 
in the outcome of the forthcoming election, would adopt a 
wait-and-see policy. 

Included in the Waghingten Fost was the most compre- 
hensive Gescription of international reaction to the 
General's resignation in stories which were datelined Bonn, 
London, Moscow, Brussels, Beirut and Tel Aviv. A total of 
28 articles were included on the 28th and 29th of April. 

As early as the 29th, Donald Louchein, the Washington Peat's 
French correspondent, explained that Poher could count on 
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the support of the French centrist parties and had already 
been promised the endorsement of some leftist leaders. 
According to the Fast. Poher seemed to convey a genial 
*"bonhommie“ attitude that might appeal to many Frenchmen 
after ten years of imposed Gaullist grandeur. As the ceam- 
paign progressed this turned out to be an amazingly clear 
forecast of Fohar's personality and the mood of many French 
voters. 

Several other Post articles speculated about 
possible campaign issues and the lineup of presidential 
candidates. 

Initial election coverage in the third place Los 
Angeles Times was also extensive. The average item length 
of the Los Angeles Times‘ 72 items was 18 inches. two 
inches greater than the average length of a New York Times 
item. Included were articles which carried datelines of 
various European capitols as Well ag Washington, D. C. 
Correspondent Don Cook was the only French correspondent to 
predict a period of public calm instead of general chaos 
following de Gaulle‘’s retirement. 

Chapter II mentioned that saveral of the key elec~ 
tion issues were taken from an article by Cook which appeared 
in the May 29 edition of the Jaternationa) Herald Tribune. 
This article also appeared in the Los Angeles Times on the 
29th. 
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Correspondent Cook also explained the significance 
of the referendum defeat and listed several potential 
presidential candidates. The initial election coverage by 
the Loa Angeies Zimas on April 28 and 29 was as compre- 
hensive as that of the New York Times and the Washington 
Rost. 

Examination of Table I and the figures for the 
remaining seven papers show that more news items printed do 
not necessarily mean & corresponding bulk of total number 
of column inches. The Christian Science Meniter printed 
only 38 items yet its 623 total inches was greater than the 
St. Louis Reat~Dispatch total of 522 inches with 44 items. 
It was also greater than the Milwauseea Journal’s 545 inches 
with 49 items. The average length of an article in the 
Christian Science Monitor was almost 17 inches as compared 
to 12 inches in the Post-Dispatch and 11 inches in the 
Monitor never went more than 





three days in a row without a story on the election. During 
the most important part of the campaign, the last three 
weeks in May, the Reast-Rispatech printed only two articles. 
These were five and four inches long. A large gap in Roat~- 
Dispatch coverage also occurred in June. After commenting 
cn the results of the June 1 vote, the paper ignored the 
election until June 15, the day of the runoff ballot. 


Readers were given no information on the election from 
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June 3 to June 15. The Past~Rispatch ranked seventh in 
number of items anc eighth in total inches of coverage. 

The Milwaukee Jeyrnal ranked fifth in number of 
items with 49, and seventh in total inches with 545. This 
imbalance existed because the Journal printed 16 articles 
that were under five inches in length. However, the 
longest single item during the eight~week period was found 
in the May 4 issue of the Journal. It was written as a 
news feature by John A. Armstrong, Professor of Political 
Science at the University of Wisconsin. The story amounted 
to a record 84 inches. Entitled "The Paradoxes of de 
Gaulle and The Problems of France," it was a survey of the 
Ge Gaulle presidency with specific emphasis on the various 
government referenda. It did not mention the candidates, 
issues, or the election itself. When this particular item 
was subtracted from the total number of column inches of 
all items from April 30 to May 30 the average item length 
was only seven inches. 

The louisville Caurier~Journal tied with the 
Milwaukee Journal with 49 news items. It ranked fourth in 
number of column inches with 772. It must be remembered, 
however, that the Los Angelea Times. which placed third on 
the list, printed 23 more items and included almost 400 
more column inches cf news coverage than the fourth place 
Couxier~Journal. Coverage by the Courier-Jeurnal was 
particularly heavy on the first few days following 
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President de Gaulle's resignation. A total of 18 news 
items were printed between April 28 and May 2. 

The Kentucky Derby occurred on May 3 and practi-~ 
caliy the entire peper was devoted to the Derby on the 3rd 
and 4th. Even after the Derby had ceased to consume 
virtually every inch of news space the election seemed to 
be forgotten. Only nine articles were printed during the 
entire month of May. 

Coverage increased in June, however, with a total 
of 22 articles included during the perioé June 1] to June 18. 
The average length of 2 Caurier-Joqurnal article was 
approximately 16 inches. This figure was particularly high 
because the paper printed three very lengthy feature 
articles. Two of them, 65 and 43 inches in length, were 
from the New York Times News Service, and the third, 53 
inches long, was from the Washington Post, Los Angeles 
Times News Service. 


The Chicage Tribune placed sixth in total items 





with 48 and fifth in total inches with 670. The average 
length of a Zribune article was 15 inches. A story on the 
election was included at least every five days. The 
longest period of time without an item of any kind was 
seven days. 

The Atlants Constitution placed ninth on the list 
with 34 items and 419 inches. Only four articles were 
printed during the first three and one half weeks of May. 


The average length of these articles was about seven inches. 
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The Wall Streat Journal occupieé the bottom 
position with 16 items totaling 196 inches. These totais 
were less than half the totals for the ninth place Atlanta 
Constitubion. The New York Times carried six times as many 
news items and nine times as many column inches as the Wall 
Street Journal. Nine items were one paragraph stories 
included in the "What‘s News" section. The Wall Street 
Journal printed only seven articles during the entire month 
of May. Pive of these articles were only one paragraph 
long. 

With the exception of the top three papers and the 
bottom paper, the remaining papers seemed to over- 
concentrate on the resignation of de Gaulle and exclude 
information on the new election. In many cases information 
on possible candidates and election issues was virtually 
non-existent until several weeks into the campaign. The 
Wall Street Jouxnal did not even mention the name of 
Interim President Alain Poher until he declared his candi~ 
dacy on May 13. When information on the candidates was 
included it seemed to be a replay of the opinions, fears, 
and major devalopments of the 1965 election in which leftist 
candidate Francois Mitterand was defeated by de Gaulla in 
the runoff ballot. 

Bach paper carried almost a dozen stories during 
the first few weeks of the campaign on the General's 


resignation. Practically every story. with only slight 
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74 
variations, was some type of historical or biographical 
Sketch of de Gaulle and his relationship te the Prench 
people and the Fifth Republic. 

The Milwaukee. Journal and Chicage Tribune forecast 
a period of "chaos and turmoil" in French politics. The 
Chriatian Science Menitor mentioned the “distinet possibil- 
ity of a long power struggle in France” and said the French 
had decided to “risk change.“ The Atlanta Gonstitution 
even speculated that de Gaulle was not really serious about 
the resignation and he might return at the call of the 
French voter, as he had done in the past. 

The Washington Bost. however, characterized de 
Gaulle’s departure as a “quiet exit” and commented that 
“Frenchmen greeted the news soberly.“ The lead article in 


the April 29 issue of the |} m1 Fost predicted that 





"unity and calm* would indeed prevail as Interim President 
Alain Poher had pledged. 

In contrast, the St. Louisa Post-Riapatch April 28 
headline read, “De Gaulle’s Resignation Expected To Result 
In Long Political Turmoil.” The article stressed the fact 
that de Gaulle had werned France that “a period of trouble“ 
would follow his defeat. The New Xork Times and Lon 
Angeles Times mentioned the possible candidacy of Pompidou, 
and even Poher, and indicated it would be an “orderly 
election with no drastic changes seen in the interim 
period." 
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On April 29 Den Cook reported from Paris in the Les 
Angeles Times that "There may be a great deal more trouble 
behind the scenes, and it may indeed broil to the surface in 
the days ahead, but so far public caim anc political order 
is being maintained, "+ 

With the exception of the top three prestiye papers, 
every paper speculated on the candidacy of Francois 
Mitterand. Apparently it was assumed he had run in the 
past, therefore he would run again. When other candidates 
Were discussed Georges Pompidou was recognized as the 
titular head of the Gaullist Party, and the most likely 


candidate for the presidential race. 


Comprehensiveness was examined to Getermine if the 
papers with the greater volume covered the key election 
issues. It was important to ascertain not only how many 
times each of these issues was mentioned but how well they 
were explained in the context of the entire election 
picture. 

Several newspapers only listed the issues while 
others presented in depth coverage of the candidates’ 
positions on them. Some papers merely explained how the 
issues affected France, others accurately described their 
international significance. News coverage in certain 


papers clearly revealed that they possessed no clear 
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76 
unGerstanding of the basic issues themseives. Occasionally 
@ paper manufactured an issue that did not actually exist. 

This aspect of the whole picture of comprehensive-~ 
ness wae examined by analyzing the reporting of a list of 
Seven key issues. 


le British entry into the European Common Market 
and the future of "European solidarity." 


2. The nuclear guestion. The Geneva Disarmament 
Negotiations and the future of the “force de frappe." 


3. The Israeli arms embargo and the extension of 
“rapprochement” policies between France and the United 
Arab Republic. 


4. The stability of the franc, and government 
spending. 


5. The Morth Atlantic Treaty Organization-~renewed 
cooperation or continued “de~integration”? 


6. The dissolution of L'Assemblee Nationale an’ the 
role of the President. 


7. FreeGom of information on the state controlled 
television and radic network (ORTF). 


Four of these issues were listed in a news analysis 
by Don Cook which appeared in the April 29 edition of the 
dnternational Hexald Tribune. The remaining three issues 
were selected after a complete examination of all issues of 
the Iniermational Herald Irinune and Le Monde. 

Table III shows that, with the exception of the 
lawyiaville Courier-Jeurnal. Chicaco Tribune, Atlanta 
Constitution and Wall Street Jeurnal. each of the papers 
“mentioned” all of the seven key election issues at least 


once. In many cases the issues were only mentioned and not 
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78 
discussed. In addition, several papers presented erroneous 
information on the issues. 

The New York Times, leader in total volume, covered 
all seven iasues on the list, scoring 100 per cent. The 
question of British entry into the European Common Market 
was mentioned 12 times. Coverage of this issue began on 
April 28. In a London article, correspondent Anthony Lewis 
speculated that there was “at least a possibility of change 
in the frozen position on the issue of British entry into 
the Common Market. °* Of course the views of the candidates 
themselves became known several weeks later. Yet, as early 
as April 29 several stories indicated that should Poher 
Gecide to run the question of Hurepean unity was certain to 
become an important election issue. A close look at 
Poher's political background, and his service in the 
European Parliament, indicated the importance of the issue. 

A story by Andreas Freund in the April 29 edition 
explained Alain Poher‘s early apprenticeship to Robert 
Schuman and Jean Monnet. Freund explained that Poher 
shared the vision of these two French leaders that a united 
Europe would someday become @ reality. 

Several articles by Henry Tanner explained that the 
British issue placed Pompidou in an uncomfortable position. 
Tanner noted that Pompidou was instrumental in the initia- 
tion and supervision of virtually every basic Gaullist 
policy during his six years es the General’s Prime Minister. 
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According to Tanner, Pompidou could not openly advocate 
British entry into the Common Market without compromising 
his past record and losing vital Gaullist support. 

The Mew York Times included all of the major 
pronouncements by Pompidou and Poher on this issue. Henry 
Tanner pointed out the ambiguities in many of the state- 
Ments by the Gaullist candidate. 

“On May 15, Pompidou said, ‘Britain must enter 
Europe,’ and noted that, ‘General de Gaulle well understocd 


this.**° 


Tenner explained that Pompidou “referred to 
Europe rather than specifically to the European Common 
Market from which Britain had been blocked by de Gaulle. “* 

Issue number two, the nuclear question, was 
mentioned four times. The Mew York Times accurately 
reported that Pompidou made no mention of his stand on 
French participation in the Geneva Disarmament Negotiations, 
nor of the future of the nuclear “force de Frappe“ until 
Poher spoke out on these subjects. Several articles 
explained that the Centrist leader favored rejoining the 
talks at Geneva, and phasing out the "force Ge frappe” and 
integrating it with the British force in some kind of a 
European defense arrangement. 

The How Yerk Timea pointed out that Pompidou never 
made his stand completely clear. Henry Tanner equated 
Pompidou's statements with past Gaullist rejoinders on the 


concept of “national nuclear independence.“ 
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Issue three, the Israeli arms embargo, also lay 
Gormant until the Interim President began discussing it. 

It was mentioned on eight occasions by the Hew York Times. 
Several articles included detailed descriptions of Poher's 
opposition to a unilateral arms embargo in the Middle Zast. 
The arms embargo was mentioned in an interview with Alain 
Foher which appeared in Paris Match on June 21. The Mew 
York Times was the only paper to include excerpts from the 
article which touched on the Israeli issue. 

The Times indicated that Pompidou's position on the 
arms embargo became much like Poher's as the campaign 
progressed. Correspondent Tanner explained that the 
Gaullist appeared to change his campaign strategy in the 
last weexs before the first ballot. With new emphasis on 
his past Gaullist record of achievement this issue was only 
briefly mentioned by the former Prime Minister. Tanner 
notes that Poher continued to concentrate on it until the 
eve of the first vote. 

The stability of the franc, issue number four, had 
remained an issue for most Frenchmen since the May/June 
1968 student-worker crisis. The Mew York Times mentioned 
this issue five times. Poher‘’s early attacks against 
spending on “prestige projects" were included in several 
stories. These stories concluded that neither candidate 
proposed clear, workable solutions for France’s monetary 


problems. 
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Poher preferred to concentrate on other issues, 
such as Britain and the Common Market, NATO, and the need 
for renewed freedom of information on the state controlled 
radio and T.V. network. Articles in the Maw York Times 
indicated that Pompidou, even though he often mentioned the 
issue, and spoke of the need for "more realistic government 
spending." seemed to withhold any cure-all solution to 
France‘s fiscal difficulties untii it became clear how well 
the Communists would do in the voting. Comnuinist-backed 
worker demands for pay increases the previous year were 
primarily responsible for the dwindling French gold 
Yeserves and the resultant loss in faith in the real value 
of the franc. 

Hone of the papers devoted a great deal of coverage 
to the other five candidates because they had little to say 
on any of the seven issues--except this one. 

As the New Xork Times pointed out, Gaston Defferre 
and Pierre Mendes~France waged 2 “ponderous campaign, 
concentrating mainly on hard to understand solutions to 


#S Jacques Duclos was openly critical of 


monetary problems. 
practically all fiscal policies. Alain Krivine, the 
frotskyite. called for a "socialist revolution, and an end 
to French capitalism.” Michel Recard espoused a milder set 
of socialist views. Louis Ducatel, who called himself the 
“only free candidate," promised to end all money probiems 


by giving all workers “one-third of the profits of their 
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enterprize.°° Of all the issues it seemed that the issue 
of the franc was the easiest for the “lesser” candidates to 
talk about. 

The question of France's relationship with NATO was 
also an important issue because Poher concentrated on it. 
The New York Times mentioned the fifth issue eight times. 
Stories in the Times explained that renewed French coopera- 
tion with NATO was a part of Poher’s plan for a united 
Zurope. The NATO question was another touchy subject for 
Pompidou because he had agreed with de Gaulle on the French 
“de-integration” policy with the Alliance in 1966. Henry 
Tanner noted that Pompidou made few precise statements on 
the issue during the first three weeks ef the campaign and 
that he preferred to restrict all comments on it as a part 
of his end-of-campaign change in strategy. 

Issue number six, the role of the President and the 
Gissolution of the National Assembly, was mentioned nine 
times. The Naw York Timaa explained that Georges Pompidou 
enjoyed an important advantage over all of the remaining 
candidates as far as this issue was concerned. The 
Wational Assembly was made up of a majority of Gaullist 
Geputies. Pompidou's warnings against the acceptance of a 
“patch work government” were included in several articles. 
Correspondents Tanner and Giniger pointed out that this was 


a definite attempt by the Gaullists to invoke memories of 
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previous unstable Fourth Republic governments. The Times 
correspondents explained that Pompidou concentrated most 
heavily on this particular issue because he was convinced 
this was his most effective anti-Centrist argument. 

The seventh issue, liberalization of government 
control of radio and television, was created by Poher on 
his third day in office. On April 30 Poher summoned 
Pierre de Leusse, the head of the commission that super~ 
vised the government controlled radio ané T.V. network, and 
pressed sharply for greater political objectivity in news 
reporting. This issue was mentioned on seven occasions in 
the New York Times. 

As described in Chapter II, unbiased French radio 
anc television was something of a novelty in the 1969 
election becauss Frenchmen had never before experienced it. 
A May 4 article in the Mew York Times which carried the 
headline, “French Radio and Television Turns Objective,” 
said: "French radio and 7.V. are free of government propa~ 
ganda for the first time in history according to viewers 
and employees of the atate network. The objectivity is the 
ereation of Alain Poher, and it may not last beyond his 
tenure in the Elysee. *’ 

The Hew York Timeg noted that Pompidou had no choice 
but to join the Poher banéwagon and declare he was 
8 


“@etermined to assure freedom of information." 


Coverage by the Washington Post was equally 
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34 
extensive. The Past also mentioned all of the key election 
issues for a perfect score. The Sritish issue was men- 
tioned 13 times. Correspondent Donald Loucheim felt that 
Pompidou's pledges concerning British entry into the Common 
Market were hazy and ambiguous. Loucheim interpreted the 
Gaullist‘s assurances as being designed primarily to save 
face. 

In particular the former Finance Minister (Valerie 

Giscard d‘Estaing) had wanted a pledge about enlarging 
tha Common Market to include Britain. All he got was 
a vaguely worded statement that rte ‘ini of 
European construction is desirable." 

Loucheim explained that the reason for the Pompidou 
pronouncement was the increased support for Poher in recent 
public opinion polls. 

The nuclear issue was mentioned eight times in the 
Washington Post. Donald Louchein said that Georges 
Pompidou purposefully avoided any mention of this issue, 
while Alain Poher concentrated on it. Poher called the 
“foree de frappe" a “costly failure producing nothing more 
than a panoply of prototypes, and saddling the country with 


a burden that it could never afford. °?° 


Poher‘s pledge to 
integrate France's nuclear deterrent with other KRuropean 
countries was included in several stories. The Hashingten 
Pest was the only paper to carry Georges Pompidou's response 
to the Interim President's proposals. Loucheim described 
the Gaullist‘s position on the issue in this manner: “He 
said he would be in favor of an accord between France and 


Britain on a common European defense. But he said London, 
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not Paris, was responsible for lack of pregress on the 
issue. "++ 

The Washingten Pest mentioned the Israeli arms 
embargo issue ten times. Information on candidates’ views 
was somewhat weak. The first mention of Poher's views was 
net included until May 23. Pompidou's views on this 
subject were never Clearly spelled out in the Boegt. Only 
broad generalities were included on what a Pompidou victory 
would “likely mean for future Middle Hast policy.” The 
issue of the stability of the franc was included in nine 
news items. The Mew NYoxk Times and the Los angeles Times 
mentioned it in only five stories. Yhe importance of the 
issue was comprehensively described in several articles 
Which appeared immediately after the de Gaulle resignation. 
The candidates’ positions were explained in numerous 
articles throughout the month of May. 

The KRashington Pest mentioned the fifth issue. 

HATO, nine times. Loucheim noted that Poher criticized 
Pompideu for his ambiguous endorsement of NATO and captured 
every opportunity to ask the Gaullist why he had net carried 
out his newly endorsed actions when he was the Prime 
Minister. Pompidou usually replied that he was simply 
"“earrying out orders." The Rast reported that an article 
in La Monde “bluntly compare€ Pompidou's atatements to 
Khrushchev's speeches about the Stalin era"? 
The sixth issue, the role of the president and the 
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National Assembly, appeared in nine Washington Post 
ticles. The Pompidou position was not mentioned until 
after Poher Cescribed the president as a “prime mover of 
the executive branch." Unlike the Mew XYerk Times. the 
Washington Post dic not include Pompidou’s early statements 
On the need for new National Assembly elections should 
Poher be elected. Not until May 22 did the Pogt acknowledge 
the importance of this particular issue. A Peat story, not 
from correspondent Loucheim-~but news dispatches, said, 
"Pompidou has built his campaign around one fundamental 
theme. He has arguec that of all che candidates he would 
make the strongest chief executive, best able to carry on 
the Gaullist tradition of a person who is the prime movar 
and shaper of public policy."*4 
The seventh issue, liberalization of government 
control of radio and T.V.. was mentioned five times in the 
Washington Post. Loucheim presented an interesting 
anecdote On this issue. We said that Poher's first T.V. 
message as Interim President, in which he called for unity 
and order, was marred by "technical difficulties.” This 
had often happened to non-Gaullist candidates in previous 
T.V. appearances. 
The Waghingten Pest presented the most informative 
Single item on this particular issue. On May 19 Jonathan C. 


Randal wrote from Paris: 
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The Prench people hava grown restive at watching 
ministers use the inaugurations of anything from a 
"pissotiere” on up @s a pretext to praise the govern~ 
mant. 


Because of the outrage caused by such "“craniun 
cramming,” as brainwashing is called in France. 
Objectivity on the airwaves has become a major issue in 
the presidential campaign. 

Even Gaullist candidate Georges Pompidou turned 
into an ardent advocate of objectivity to the amusement 
of his adversaries, who recalled the network's tribula-~ 
tions during his six years as de Gaulle's Prime 
Minister. Under his tenure Alain Pierrefitte once 
justified government manipulation of radio and T.V. on 


the grounds the op ition controlled the newspapers 
and the magazgines.14 


Coverage of key issues by the third place 1.96 
augeles Timeg was also accurate and comprehensive. The 
issue of Britain and the Common Market was mentioned 12 
times. Several items were complete reprints of articles by 
Donald Loucheim which appeared in the 3 Pest on 
the same day. Among them was Pompidou’s most important 





speech on this issue which appeared in the Past on May 21. 
In this speech the former Prime Minister saidé he favored 


"reopening discussions with Britain, a country I cannet 


15 


imagine eternally cutside the Common Market. “ 





The future of the “force de frappe" and Geneva 
talks was mentioned seven times by the Lag Angales Timea. 
The majority of the items which explained this issue were 
also correspondent Loucheim’s articles from Paris which 
were supplied to the Leas Angeles Times through the 
Washington Post, Los Angeles Times News Service. 


The Israeli arms embargo, issue three, was 
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mentioned on 11 occasions, and the future of the franc was 
ciscussed in five editions. The buik of coverage for these 
issues also includeé reprinta of Loucheim articles, with 
ad@itional stories by the Lag Angelea Thmes' Paris corre- 
spondent, Don Cook. 

The RATC question, issue five, was mentioned 12 
times. Coverage was equally divided between articles by 
correspondents Loucheim and Cook. 

issue six, the role of the president and the dis- 
solution of the National Assembly. received special emphasis 
from Don Cook. Cook's stories included two important 
quotes from Alain Pohar which were not used by anv other 
newspaper. Both of these guctations clearly exprasged 
Poher’s stand on this particular issue. When esked what 
kind of a president should succeed de Gaulle, Poher 
replied: “The President, whoever he is, has to be the 
animetor of the executive. Note that I did not say the 
leader, for this word, translated into any language, con~ 
jures up sinister recollections. ni 

In ¢€iscussing the possible dissolution of the 
National Assembly should he be elected, FPoher said: “There 
is no need for a majority but only for an absence of 


opposition. ol 


Cook commented that “thia type of banality may be 
all that Poher needs to push himself into the presidency. oi8 


issue seven, government radios and T.V., was 
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89 
mentioned only three times. Two of these items were from 
the Post's Loucheim and the third from Cook. Again Cook 
presented information on Poher's position that did not 
appear in any of the other papers. On May 14 Cook included 
a statement that Poher had made in an interview for the 
French weekly L“Express. In response to a question on 
freedom of information Poher replied: "Believe me, I will 
not use tricolor posters or make my position an excuse to 
appear on T.V. outside the time officially allotted to each 
candidate. *?? 

The Chriatian Science Monitor ranked eighth in 
total number of news items and sixth in total column 
inches. In several respects coverage of key election 
issues was superior to that found in the seven remaining 
newspapers. 

The Chriatian Science Monitor offered excellent 
background material on most of the issues, yet, too often 
the positions of the candidates themselves were not clearly 
reported. On several occasions the views of Poher and 
Pompidou were excluded entirely. The paper seemed deter- 
mineé to report this election as if it was a replay of the 
one in 1965. Instead of explaining issues and candidates 
the paper concentrated on lengthy comparisons of the 
leftist coalition in 1965 and the lack of one in 1969. 

The main socialist party and the other small 
parties had chosen their candidates by May 3, yet, the 
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“division on the left" was given priority coverage as late 
as May 16. When correspondent Carlyle Morgan finally 
acknowledged the Poher candidacy he quickly added that it 
came about "as a result of the failure of the French 
leftist parties to find unity around a single candidate of 
their own. “22 

The Monitox included several articles which were 
interesting but did not describe the issues or the candi- 
dates. It is important to note that these articles 
appeared in place of, not in additicn to, articles which 
Gescribed the campaign and election. Stories entitled 
“Paris Shift May Inhibit Mid East Talks” (May 2), "French 
May Alter African Policy“ (May 14), “Georges Pompidou and 
Mubert Humphrey” (May 21), and “Cuckoo and The Best" 
(May 23) did not describe election events in any way. 

Important information on the campaign and election 
was Often relegated to one paragraph summaries in the world 
news summary called "The News~Briefly.” 

The first issue was mentioned nine times. The 
positions of both candidates were thoroughly explained. 
The second issue wes mentioned four times. These articles 
failed to adequately explain the views of the candidates. 

The Maenitor was the only newspaper to include an 
article from an Israeli corresponcent on the question of 
the arms embargo, issue three. Two of the four articles 


Which discussed this issue were from correspondent Francis 
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Offner in Tel Aviv. Offner extracted numerous quotes from 
the Israeli newspaper Yediat Aharamat to describe the views 
of Israeli governmant officials. 

The issue of the franc was also mentioned four 
times. Extensive background material on this question was 
presented in several stories in the first week in May. 
These stories stressed Pompidou's credentials as a former 
Girector of the Rothschild Bank. Ais stand on devaluation 
and other related monetary issues were never cleariy 
stated. Poher's views were explained in an article which 
summarized his May 24 television speech. 

Future relationships with NATO were covered in 
three issues. A story with a Moscow dateline inferred that 
Soviet leaders would prefer Pompidou as president because 
he would probably achere to basic Gaullist policies con- 
cerning French involvement in NATO. Poher had stressed 
this issue since the day he announced his intention to run 
for president) however, his views were never mentioned in 
any article. 

Coverage on the sixth issue was very thorough even 
though it waa only discussed in three issues. Correspond~ 
ent Morgan was the first reporter to recognize the 
importance of the issue of the dissolution of the National 
Assembly anc the role of the president. 

On May 3 he said: 


There is another concept emerging in the election 
campaign. It is that the president should be an 
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arbiter remaining above politics but not in the 
powerful sense that General de Gaulle remained above 
politics. Acting President Alain Poher would seem to 
personalize this idea very well, if he should become 
the centrist candidate. 21 

This article was particularly noteworthy because it 
completely explained the issue, and correctly interpreted 
Poher's position before the issue itseif, and Poher's stand 
became known. 

On May 24 Morgan said, “One remarkable feature of 
Mr. Poher’s campaign is his aim to make the French presi- 
Gency a much weaker agency than Generel de Gaulle hoped it 
would be. n22 

In discussing the possible dissolution of Parlia~ 
ment Morgan reported that Poher “intended to let the 
majority stand so as to avoic chaos in Parliament which 
might result from elections returning many factions. a3 

The seventh issue was mentioned only twice and 
never adequately explained. The Interim President's posi- 
tion was presented in two lines in the May 24 summary. 
Pompidou was never mentioned when this issue was discussed. 

The Milwaukee Journal placed fifth in number of 
items and seventh in total column inches. It mentioned 
each item at least once, and also scored 100 per cent. In 
many cases the issues were only mentioned and not discussed. 
Thirteen news items were includec during the month of May; 
however, nine of them were one and two paragraph stories 


that appeared in a news roundup called “News In Brief.” 
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Ko issue received more than one paragraph of 
coverage in any single item. A “News In Brief" story on 
May 21 described Alain Poher's position on all seven 
issues in only eight lines. In many cases this was the 
only mention of his stand on a particular issue. 

While the candidates’ positions were set forth, 
even though briefly, the importance of the issues them- 
Selves was not fully explained. 

A typical example of a candidate's stand on one cf 
the election questions was the short description of Poher's 
interpretation cf the powers of the president. In a 
May 18 story the JQuxnal reported that: “Poher, making his 
first campaign speech on national 7.V.. said he would be a 
president of all Frenchmen and would satisfy himself with 
guaranteeing, arbitrating and inspiring government 
action."24 his was the only time Poher'’s name was linked 
with the issue. 

Pompidou‘'s stand on several of the issues was 
included in a brief story on May 21. After deseribing the 
Gaullist candidate's position, the story, which was compiled 
from news sources, indicated that “the election is shaping 
up increasingly as a duel between Interim President Alain 


25 This view 


Poher and former Premier Georges Pompidou.” 
had been accepted as fact by most of the other papers 


during the first week of May. 
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A one paragraph story on June i sumnarizec the 
candidates’ stands on several issues. 

"The two front running candidates have proclaimed 
their desire for better relations with the United States, 
Britain's admission into the Conmon Market and an end to 
France's walkout from naro, "26 

In addition to being brief, the story is shal iow 
and misleading. Relations with the U. S. never became an 
important campaign issue. It was mentioned occasionally by 
beth candidates only when discussing the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. The story gives the impression that 
Pompidou, should he become president, would immediately 
encourage Britain's admission into the European Common 
Market and rejoin NATO. On the contrary, Pompidou said 
that France would not become an active NATO membex, but 
would “remain faithful to the Alliance.“ This was «6 
promise that was frequently made by de Gaulle toc. His 
pronouncements on Britain and Cosmon Market membership 
differed from de Gaulle‘s because the General had flatly 
refused to even discuss the situation. The Journal was the 
only paper to conclude that Pompidou cpenly advocated 
immediate British Common Market entry. 

The Journal‘s total number of news items and fifth 
place standing do not reflect the mediocre coverage given 
to the campaign and election issues. 


The St. Louia Post~bisnatch. which placed seventh 
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in number of items and eighth in total column inches, also 
mentioned each issue at least once, and scored 100 per 
cent. Pompidou's stand on issues one, four, six, and saven 
was included in a May 10 article. Foher's position on all 
major issues was explained on May 18. Beth articles 
contained direct quotes from the candidates. Included was 
the Gaullist’s promise to “take a fresh iook at the problem 
of Buropean unification” and FPoher's statement that he was 
"shocked by Ge Gaulle'’s arms embargo against Israei.**/ 

This article explained that Poher’s concept of an 
"arbitrating president” was designed to win votes of those 
favoring a president who Goes not make vital decisions 
without consultations with the Cabinet and Parliament. 7° 

Though no issue was mentioned more than five times 
the Post-Rispatch presented satisfactory descriptions for 
all campaign issues except the franc and freedom of infor~ 
mation on radio and T.V. Both of these issues were only 
briefly mentioned in a campaign summary on June 1. The 
radio and T.V. issue was mentioned again in a June 3 story 
which described Pompicou’s changing campaign style. It 
gaid that Pompidou had “dropped his role as the General's 
dauphin and assumed a position on freedom of radio and T.V. 
purporting to suggest that he is as progressive as his 


29 This inference of Poher‘s 


anti-Gaullist opponent.” 
position is the only statement of his feeling on the issue. 


The Loulavilie Courier-Joucnal mentioned only five 
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issues, scoring 72 per cent. The issues which were covered 
were done so in a rather limited and incomplete manner. 
There was only One mention of the nuclear issue and the 
Israeli arms embargo. One paragraph in an article on 
May 28 summarized Poher‘s views on Britain. NATO, the 
Geneva talks, the Midéle East and the franc. Pompidou's 
position was never explained on the “force de frappe” and 
the arms embargo. 

The issue of Britain and the Common Market was 
mentioned five times but the candidates‘ views were only 
given in one item. 

The franc was mentioned on three occasions, without 
an explanation of any candidate‘s position. The only 
connection between Pompidou and this issue was included in 
& story on May 1, when Valerie Giscard €'Estaing said that 
Pompidou had assured him he "intended to insure the defense 


30 This was not the Gaullist candidate's 


ef the franc.” 
last, nor his most important, statement on this issue. 
Poher‘s statement to halt spending on “prestige projects” 
represented total Courier-Journal reporting on the Centrist 
candidate‘s stand on the issue. 

The NATO question was mentioned seven times and was 
the only one that was thoroughly explained. Several 
articles included information on the long-standing French 
policy of “de-integration." Pertinent statements by the 


candidates were incluéed in other stories in May. 
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The Ghicage Tribune, sixth in number of items and 
fifth in total inches. carried six issues with 86 per cent. 
Even though issue number one was mentioned eight times and 
number five, seven times, both were given superficial 
coverage. Issues two and four were mentioned only once, 
and three and seven on two ocecasions. Issue six was not 
ecoverec. The majority of the Chicaga Tribune stories were 
from French correspondent Edéwaré Rorhbach. 

The Gaullist candidate's views were explained in 
several stories. Poher‘s stand on each of the six issues 
which the Chicago Tribune covered was included in an 
article which appeared three days before the first ballot. 
This particular article included the only mention of the 
Centrist’s position on each of these issues. 

The Atlanta Gonstitution mentioned six of the 
issues with 86 per cent. Coverage in May was extremely 
light, with only six articles devoted to the election. The 
British issue was mentioned seven times, the Israeli issue 
five times and the NATO and radio and T.V. issues three 
times. The Geneva talks and the franc were mentioned once. 
The role of the president was not covered. 

The British issue was briefly described in several 
stories, in the end of April and when Giscard d*Estaing 
endorsed the former Pxime Minister. It was not included 
again until May 25. The Constitution reprinted the 
Washington Past's article which discussed Pompidou's 
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suspected final break with Gaullist policy on Britain and 
the Common Market. 

The remaining five issues were not discuesed until 
May 28 in a summary story by the Hew York Timea’ Henry 
Tanner. This particular article included only Poher's 
position on these issues. The Gaullist candidate‘s were 
never mentioned in any article. 

The last place Wall Streat Journal. though it 
mentioned six of the issues, adequately covered only the 
dissolution of the National Assembly and the role of the 
president. All but two of the stories printed in May were 
one paragraph long. 

The two stories which were longer than a paragraph 
Were devoted to a personal history of the two major candi-~ 
Gates and an explanation of issue six. This was the 
extent of coverage in the Hall Street Jaurnal. a “national 
newspaper, that serves a broad spectrum of national and 
international news users."?+ 

Table III shows that all but four of the prestige 
papers mentioned each issue at least once, thus achieving a 
perfect score of 100 per cent. A comparison between 
Tables II and III shows the volume of coverage had little 
bearing on the percentage of key election issues mentioned. 

The New Xark Limes. Washiagten Rast and Los Angeles 
Times placed one, two, three in total volume and covered 
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ail of the key issues extensively. 

The Louisville Courier-Journal. which placed fourth 
in total number of news items and number of column inches, 
was the only paper to mention five of the seven issues, 
with 72 per cent. 

The Christian Science Monitor was eighth in total 
news items and sixth in column inches but mentioned all of 
the issues. The Milwaukee Journal, fifth in news items and 
seventh in inches, also mentioned sach of the key issues. 

The St. Louis Rest-Dispatch ranked seventh in 
number of items and eighth in total inches. It too had 100 
per cent mention of the issues. 

The Atlanta Cop 
both volume categories and mentioned six issues with 86 per 
cent. The Chicage Tribune. sixth in items and fifth in 





st£i00 was in ninth position in 


inches, alse mentioned six issues. 

The Wall Street Journal occupied the bottom posi-~ 
tion, yet mentioned six of the seven issues. 

The question of British entry into the Common 
Market (1) received the most citations. It was mentioned 
in 82 news items. All of the papers covered this issue. 
The Washington Post included the issue in 13 stories, and 
led all the others. The issue was mentioned more times 
than any other one in every paper but the Couriex~Journal. 

The WATO issue, number five, was mentioned in 58 


news items for second place in the overall total. Each 
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paper included the issue, with the Las Angeles Times taking 
the top spot with 12 items. The Hasbingten Rest was second 
with nine items and the Sew Yerk Times third with eight 
items. 

The thirau biggest issue was the Israeli arms 
embargo (3). It was carried in 53 news items in eli papers. 
The Loa Angeles Tises again ied all papers with the inclu~ 


sion of the issue in 11 items. The Was 





Mew Xork Times were egain second and third, raspectively. 
with ten anc eight news items. 

The issue of the franc (4) was coverecé in 37 
articles. The Washington Rost included the issue in nine 
items and led all papers. The Mew Yerk Timez and the Log 
Angeles Times shared the second spot with five items. All 
of the papers mentioned it at least once. 

The Geneva Disarmament Negotiations (2) were dis- 
cussed 34 times to get fifth place among the issues. The 
Las Angeles Times was the leader again with seven items. 
The Washington Post took second, with eight stories, and 
the New York Times third, with four stories. The Courier~ 
mentioned the issue only once and the Wall Street Journal 
ignored it completely. 

The sixth issue, role of the president and dis~ 
s@lution of the National Assembly. placed sixth in number 
ef items with a total of 29. The Hew York Dimas was the 
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leader and included the issue in nine items. The 
Washington Past was second, with six, and the Los Angeles 
Times thiré, with four items. The Atlaota Constitution, 
Courier-Jeurnal and Ghisago Tribune did not cover tha 
issue. 

The issue of freedom of information on government 
controlled raéio and television (7) placed last on the list 
with 26 items. The Mew York Timea included the issue in 
seven stories. Only the Courier-Journal did not mention it. 





Just as important as the mantion of key election 
issues was the coverage of main campaign and election 
Gevelopments. This additional aspect of comprehensiveness 
was examined to ascertain whether those prestiga papers 
thet scored high on volume and coverage of key election 
issues also covered the main developments. 

in order to test this aspect of comprehensiveness a 
list of 20 major news breaks was selected from the campaign 
and election articles included in the International Harald 
Tribune and le Mende. The selection of main developments 
involved some degree of objectivity. It was necessary to 
rely on the news judgment of the editors of both newspapers. 
However, each of the main developments that were selected 
appeared in both of the papers. Tha list. with dates, of 


main campaign and election developments follows: 
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1. April 28--General de Gaulle resigns after he 
fails to receive a majority vote of confidence on the 
referendun. 


2. April 29-~Former Prime Minister Georges Pompidou 
announces his candidacy and immediately receives the 
endorsement of the Gaullist Party. 


3. May i~-Valerie Giscardéd d‘istaing, one of the 
mogt influential French political leaders and chairman 
of the Independent Republicans, supperts Pompidou. 





4. May 2 through May 7~~-Unsuccessful attempts to 
formulate a new "Third Force” in French politics of ali 
leftists, centrists and right wing socialists. 
Attempts to unite the parties of Jean Lecanuet, Gaston 
Deffarre, Michel Rocard ané Alain Poher into 4 new 
Unified Socislist Party fail. Results: {a) Gaston 
Defferre becomes a candidate of the Socialist Party, 
(b) Michel Rocard becomes a candiGate of the United 
Socialist Party, (c) Jacques Ducies will represent the 
Communist Party, amd (d) Francois Mitterand, Socialist 
candidate in the 1965 election, withdraws his support 
of Defferre. 


5. May 9--Results of first public opinion poll 
printed in le EFigave. Pompidou 50.5% and Poher 49.5%. 


6. May ii~-De Gaulie leaves Colombey-Les Duex- 
Bglises for an extended vacation in Ireland. Upon 
arrival he issues a statement saying he will not return 
for the election. Prior to his departure de Gaulle had 
not endorsed, nor ingicated his support, for Pompidou. 


7. May 12--Alain Poher announces his candidacy. 


8. May 14--Second public opinion poll indicates 
Poher would defeat Pompidou in a runoff by a margin of 
56% to 44%. 


9. May 12 through May 14-~-Firet major pronounce- 
ments by both candidates on the subject of the role of 
the president, and the dissolution of the National 
Assembly. 


10. May 16~-Pierre Mendes-France, former Premier in 
the Fourth Republic, agrees to run as Gaston Defferze's 
Prime Minister~designate. 


ll. May 16 and 17~-The candidacies of Alain Krivine, 
Trotskyite, and Louis Ducatel, Independent, are 
e@pproved by the Mational Assembly. 







fibs66 ot ee Se eG «Cf 
 efue qiiueyee © wtieoes OF Clit 


ak tote t8ere8 or yn ee 
 erietiol OC FeP Fe Get Cy Bete 


alters maipepuaanenete Gettin ean — 
owe «feeueeereied «f/f etemw eloed Mee . aj 4 Xearet e 
ee ee ee 


103 


12. May 17-~-Georges Pompidou replies to charges by 
the defense in the Delon-Markovic affair. 


13. May 22--Le Monde indicates that 67% would prefer 
an “umpire“ ag president, and 23% prefer a president 
who Gecides the "broad lines” of policy. Latest SOFRES 
poll: Pompidou 41% and Poher 30%. 

14. May 22-~Alain Poher's seven-point speech. 


15. May 30 and 3l-~Finali radio ané T.V. appeals by 
all candidates. 


16. June i--The first ballot. Results: Pompidou, 
43.9%, Poher 23.4%, and Duclos 21.5%. 


17. June 3-~Spokesmen for the Communist Party cail 
upon those who voted for Jacques Duclos in the firat 
round to abstain in the runoff ballot. 

18. June 8-~Runoff campaign officially opens. 


19. June 12~~Former Premier Antoine Pinay endorses 
Pompidou. 


20. June 15-~Final ballot. Pompidou wins, 57.8%, 

and Poher 42.4% with 30.9% abstaining. 

Table IV shows coverage of these main developments 
by the ten prestige papers. As in the case of coverage of 
key election issues, significant differences occurred beth 
in number and amount of coverage given the selected 
@evelopments. The Atlanta 
Sourier-Journal, Miljwaukes « 
aquxnal handled many of the Gevelopments in a few words. 

On the other hand, the Mew York Times. Washington Peat, Los 
Angeles Times, and cecasionally the Christian Science 
Manitor. often devoted entire articles to a description of 





a specific development. 
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TABLE IV 


MAIN DEVELOPMENTS 
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De Gaulle‘s resignation was covered very extensively 
by @1l of the ten papers. It was an event with true 
international significance. Every paper included at least 
five articles in their April 28 issue. Sach of the three 
previously mentioned leaders in total volume included 
almost 30 news items on the General's resignation. These 
totals of the New York Times. Washington Fost and Les 
Bogeles Limes were significantly higher because they 
presented additional information on Interim President Alain 
Poher, the probability of Georges Pompidou'’s candidacy, 
possible campaign issues and general background information 
on the French electoral system. These items were carried 
in addition to full coverage of the referendum defeat and 
the general’s resignation. 

All of the papers also carried the announcement of 
Georges Pompidou’s candidacy. Even those papers which gave 
incomplete coverage to the key election issues recognized 
the importance of this main development. The New York 
Timea and Washington Post took the opportunity to describe 
probable support from leading French politicians. The New 
¥axrk Times included lengthy comments by seven important 
public figures. Among those surveyed were: Valerie Giscard 
d*Estaing, Jean Jacques Servain~Schreiber, writer and 
influential centrist, Jacques Cheban~Delmas, important 
Gaullist and presently Pompidou‘s Prime Minister, and 
Hubert Beuve-Mery, publisher of Le Monde. 
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Several of the papers included Giscard d‘Estaing’s 
statement that he would prefer a candidate who had not 
previously been engaged in partisan party politics. Those 
papers which included this statement agreed he was 
Gefinitely not speaking about Pompidou. Several speculated 
that he had in mind Interim President Alain Poher; others 
thought he would support former Premier Antoine Pinay. 

Valerie Giseard d‘istaing's political about face 
and announcement that he would support Pompidou was men- 
tioned in all of the papers except the §t. Louis FPorst- 
Bianatch and Milwaukee Journal. In describing the 
endorsement the Mew York Times went so far as to say: 

“For Pompidcou a°’Zstaing’s endorsement opened the 
way for support from other centrist leaders and thus, only 
two days after de Gaulle's departure the former Prime 
Minister appeared to have the succession battle all but 
won, “> 

The Chicago Tribune. Courier-Journal and Wail 
Street Journal apparently failed to recognize the importance 
ef the d°Estaing endcrsement. Only a few sentences were 
devoted to this development in these papers. They merely 
mentioned d’Estaing's “backing Pompidou” and the fact that 
the Independent Republicans represented the Gaullist “right 
wing“*--a fact that was insignificant and confusing without 
@ general explanation of the French political spectrum. 

It should be noted that Giscard d°Estaing campaigned 
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for Pompidou throughout the entire country for the full 
eight weeks. His speeches were given frent page coverage 
in the Intexnational Herald frihune and le Monde. 

With the exception of the Ghicage Tribune, Courier~ 
dQuxnal and Wall Street Journal, all of the papers 
explained that d‘&staing had decided to support the 
Gaullist candidate only after receiving “assurances” that 
Pompidou would not blindly follow Gauilist doctrine on 
foreign and domestic issues. 

An Associated Press article carried in the Atlanta 
Genatitution accurately presented the importance of the 
endorsement: 

“The support of the Independent Republicans, which 
has a wide middle-class backing, wag a sizable boost for 
the Pompidou candidacy. Widespread middle-class defection 
was held largely responsible for the defeat of last 
Sunday’s referendun. 033 

The unsuccessful leftist “Thire Force” and the 
subsequent candidaciea of Gaston Defferre, Michel Rocard 
and Jacques Duclos ceccurred over a five-day period. This 
was covered by all of the papers except the Loulaville 
Gourier~Journal. The Wall Street Journal devoted one short 
article to it while the Christian Scienre Monitar covered 
it and re~covered it until the third week in May. As the 
development unfolded all but the Christian Science Monitar 
realized that the 1965 leftist candidate, Francois 
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Mitterand, would not be a powerful uniting force. In fact, 
he withdrew his support from the Socialist Party candidate, 
Gaston Defferre, on May 6. 

All of the papers explained the reasons for the 
Communist decision not to back the Socialist candidate, as 
they had done in 1965, and to run a candidate of their own. 

Chapter II Gescribed the accuracy and importance cf 
the public opinion polls in forecasting the referendum 
defeat. The polis taken during the election were conducted 
by independent organizations, and accurately described the 
Changing voter strength of the major candidates. 

The first poll was published in the weekly 
he Figaro on May 9. Results were carried in the Mew York 
Times, Milwausee Journal, Washington boat. Chicage Taduune 
and Las Angeles Times. The poll indicated that in a runoff 
election Pompidou would receive 50.5 per cent of the vote 
and Poher 49.5 per cent. This was an amazing show of voter 
strength for the Interim President who had not announced 
his decision to run, or made any speeches. The Washingten 
Peat story was typical of the information presented in the 
Mew Xork Times, Chicage Ixibune ane Los Angeles Times. 

“If Poher becomes a candidate the poll indicates 
that Pompidou would be forced into 2a runoff and that it 
could be a close contest. With no leftist candidate in the 
second round leftist voters are considered more likely to 


switch their support to Poher than Pompidou. ">4 
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The Hilwauxee Journal die not directly mention the 
survey but coamented in a short ene paragraph item that 
"the former premier is now given only an even chance in 
public opinion polls.*>” 

On May li Generali de Gaulie left unexpectedly on an 
extended vacation in Ireland. Upon arrival he issued a 
statement which saic he would not return for the election. 
Prior to his ceparture the Generai had not endorsed nor 
indicated his support for Pompidou in any way. A biograph- 
ical sketch of the General printed in the New Xork Timas on 
April 28 said that even the slightest utterance or movement 
by the General was a national news maker. Apparently this 
was so~-even in retirement--for all of the papers carried 
de Gaulle’s unexpected absence from France. 

The Atlanta Constitution was the only paper which 
Gid not cover Alain Poher‘s announcement that he would run 
for the presidency. All of the papers explained, some with 
more detail than others, that Poher’s candidacy would pose 
a serious threat to Pompidou. 

Minimum coverage was presented in an eight-line 
story in the “Hews In Brief" section in the Milwaukee 
JOULnaL. 

Coverage in the Caqurier~Jouxsnal anc Wall Street 
daurnal, exceeded that of the Milwaukee Journal by one line. 
In the “News Roundup” the Courier-Journal said only that 


*"Poher is regarded as a formidable threat to Pompidou. *?° 
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More complete coverage was presented in the Mew 
Xeark Times, Washington Poat and Los Angeles Times. 

Results of the second major public opinion poll 
were released on May 14. According to the poll by IFopP 
(French Public Opinion Institute). Foher would defeat 
Pompidou by a margin of 56 to 44 per cent in a runoff 
ballot. The results were particularly important for two 
reasons. One, the poll was commissioned by France-Zeir, @ 
strongly Gaullist mass circulated daily; and, two, it was 
actually conducted prior to Poher’s announcement that he 
was a presidential candidate. Results of the survey were 
covered in all papers except the Post-Dispatch. Cheistian 
Scienre Monitor, Dilanta Censtitution anc Wall Street 
sLOuUrn al - 

The Hew York Timas. Los Engeles Times and Washisgien 
Poat explained the significance of the results instead of 





merely listing the percentages. 

The item printed in the Courier-Journal typified 
coverage of the remaining papers which covered the develop- 
ments 

"This confirms the findings of earlier surveys 
Which had shown Pompidou leading in the first round but 
falling short of a majority and thus making a runoff neces~ 
sary. There will be seven candidates in the first round 


and two in the cunofs."?” 
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The veason for Poher'’s percentage was not 
expiained. 

An example of more complete coverage was found in 
the New Yerk Times: 

“Alain Poher, the Interim President, became the 
edds~on favorite today in the race for the succession to 
General de Gaulle in the election to be heid June 1. 
Today's poll shows that Poher would inherit most of the 
leftist votes apparently because leftists consider him the 
lesser evir.“*? 

The issue of the role of the president and the dis- 
eciution of the National Assembly should Poher win became 
an important area of debate only after the Centrist 
Geclared his candidacy. By emphasizing that Poher would be 
faced with 2 Gaullist majority in the National Assembly, 
Pompidou sought to rekindle old fears of weak Fourth Repub- 
lican goverrments in which the premiers could not control 
the Assembly deputies. 

The papers that did not mention this development 
were the Milwaukee Journal, Ailanta Constitution. Hall 
Street deurnal and the Los Angeles Timea. 

On May 16 Socialist candidate Gaston Defferre 
announced that former premier Pierre MenGes~France would 
become his Prime Minister should he ba elected. This was 
an unprecedented move in French presidential elections. It 


was the first time a presidential candidate had named his 
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Prime Minister before being elected. Deffarre's ennounce- 
ment that Mendes-France would take an active role during 
the campaign signaled the initiation of an American style 
two-candidate party ticket. 

Even though he had not held an important government 
position since the days of the Fourth Republic, Mendes- 
Prance remained the spiritual leader of many French 
intellectuals and liberals. By naming Mendese-France as his 
Premier~designate Defferre was attempting to adé a hit of 
luster to his candidacy and wobilize undecided leftist 
voters. 

Only the New York Times explained the importance of 
the Mendes~-France re-emergence. 

A one paragraph item in the Christian Science 
Menitor was typical of coverage of this main development by 
most papers. An article which appeared in the “News 
Briefly" section saié: "Socialist presidential candidate 
Gaston Defferre said Thursday he would appoint Pierre 
Mendes-France as his Premier if elected.°?” 

On May 16 and May 17 Alain Krivine, Trotskyite, and 
Louis Ducatel, “candidate for everyone who is unhappy, “ 
were certified as legal presidential candidates by the 
National Assembly. This certification was included in all 
papers except the Atlanta Constitution, 
Wall Street Journal an’ Les Angeles Times. Their candi- 
dacies were eventually mentioned in all papers except the 
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Well Street Journal. 

Both candidates, especially Louis Ducatel, were 
examples of typical "*folklorique" candidates deseribed in 
the previous chapter. They did not pose a serious threat 
te Pompidou or Poher. It seemed as if the prospect of free 
radio and T.V. time greatly influenced their decisions to 
seek the presidency. Only the Washington Fost saw the 
humor in their candidacies. An article by the Post's 
Donald Loucheim said: 

As a bonus to the 2,000 employees of his largest 
company Ducatel distributes 50 of his paintings in an 
annual lottery. As he told a recent interviewer, 
“those unlucky workers who are unable to receive one of 
my paintings have to content themselves with a mere 
cash bonus." . . . Ducatel modestly described his 
ability a3 a T.V. campaigner, “I'm texrcific." he 
said. 

Even campaigns in France include a bit of the 
sensational. Gn May 17 the defense lawyer for a former 
gangster, who was accused of murdering movie star Alain 
Delon's bodyguard, demanéec that Mr. and Mrs. Pompidou be 
called as witnesses at his trial. 

It was widely publicized in France that the 
Pompideus had been charter members of the French jet set 
when he worked for the Rothschild Bank. Mrs. Pompidou 
patronized the leacing fashion Gesigners in Paris and both 
she and her husband were admirers of “haute culture.“ They 
spent their holidays in St. Tropez and St. Moritz and were 
seen publicly with Alain Delon on several cecasions. It 


would seem that American papers, even these prestige papers. 
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would eagerly include this bit of foreign sensationalism. 
This was not the case. Except for the Bew York Times and 
Washington Post the item went completely unnoticed. 

The results of two public opinion polls were 
released on May 22. The first poll, published in le Manda. 
indicated that 67 per cent of the French voters preferred 
an “umpire” as president, the type Alain Poher said he 
would be if elected, while only 23 per cent indicated their 
preference for a president who decides the "broad lines of 
policy” as Pompidou said he would do if elected. 

The second survey was the latest SOFRSS poll. 
Results revealed that Pompidou's first round popularity had 
remained stable with 41 per cent. while Alain Poher's had 
Gropped from 37 to 30 per cent. Pompidou's followers 
emphasized the importance of this poll and Poher's backers 
naturally publicized the results of the ie Monde survey. 
The results of both polls were included in all of the 
papers. 

On May 22 Alain Poher discarded his heretofore mild 
mannered campaign approach and strongly attacked the 
Gaullist candidate in his seven-point apeech. In his 
second televised speech, Poher set forth his position on 
each of the seven key issues. 

He charged that the "force de frappe” was a costly 
failure and not truly effective. He advocated incorporating 


France‘s nuclear force in an Allied organization. The 
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Centrist nominee indicated he did not agree with the 
Israeli arma embargo, and he said if elected he intended to 
eliminate the Information Ministry as one step in ensuring 
impartial radio and T.V. coverage. Many of these positions 
hag been stated befere but not in such a foreeful manner 
and not on national television. 

The Hew York Times. Les Angeles Tiseg and 
Washington Past were the only papers to cover the speech. 
Each of them included several quotes from the Interim 
President as ha detailed his position on the various 
issues. 

Final radio and T.V. appeals by the candidates 
between May 28 and 31 made all of the papers except the 
Wall Stxeat Journal. The New York Timea and Wa: 

Post. which had given detailed coverage to the previous 





developments, devoted several stories to the candidates’ 
final speeches. Stories by the Milwaukee Jeurpal. Couriex- 
Journal, and Atlanta Constitution were typically brief. 

The Wall Street Jouxnal did not mention the final 
speeches, While the Atlanta Constitution, instead of 
Gescribing the presidential hopefuls’ last T.V. appearances, 
repeated previous poll resuits. 

The May 31 Atlanta 
polls predicted that in Sunday's first round vote Pompidou 





or story said, *The 


will poll 40 per cent of the vote; Poher 30 per cent and 


the remaining five candidates the remaining 30 per cent. *41 
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This information was misleading and incomplete. It 
Was coxrect to say that the poll results indicated that the 
“xemaining” five candidates would receive the “remaining” 
309 per cent of the vote. 

Actually the survey said that Jacques Duclos would 
receive about 18 per cent of the vote, with the rest being 
Givided among the other candidates. Defferre's percentage 
varied from four to eight per cent. The Constitution 
article gives the impression that 30 per cent of the votes 
would be equally divided among all of the five lesser 
candidates. 

The next main Gevelopment was the first ballot on 
June 1. All of the papers covered the vote and emphasized 
the strong showing by Duclos, Pompidou received 43.9 per 
cent. Poher 23.4 per cent anc Duciogs 21.5 per cent. 

Several papers, among them the Washington Pest, New York 
Times ané Chri 31 Science Monitor, mentioned the possi- 
bility that Communist voters might abstain on the runoff. 





This was the next main development and was carried 
by all papers but the Post-Diapateh. On June 3 spokesmen 
for the Communist Party called upon those who had voted for 
Jacques Duclos in the first round te abstain in the runoff 
ballot. They argued that Poher and Pompidou represented a 
Choice between “cholera” and the “plague.” The Communist 
decision to abstain virtually eliminated Poher as a serious 


contender. Because the Centrist needed practically ali of 
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the Communist votes to defeat the former Prime Minister, 
Pompidou suggested that Poher withdraw. Poher declined and 
promised a more vigorous campaign in the weeks to follow. 
Bach of the papers covered this development. 

The Christian Science Monitor presented several 
interesting theories as to why the Communists ordered the 
abstentions 

The call for abstention said that both presidential 

canmiidates stood for “reactionary” groups in French 
society. It did not say that the Soviet Union prefers 
the Gaullist Mr. Pompidou to the middle~road Mr. Poher. 
It did not say that the Gaullist foreign policy has 
always suited Moscow better than the pro-American, 
pro-Atlantie policy that Mr. Poher has been promising 
to follow... If all the persons who usually vote 
Communist withhold gets support for Poher he has no 
chance of election.* 

The runoff campaign officially opened on June & 
with both candidates trying to capture some of the 
Communist votes without alienating their own party members. 
Opening day pronouncements by Pompidou and Poher made the 
New York Times. Milwaukee Journal. Waahington Rest. Atlanta 
Genatitution and the Les Angales Timea. For all practical 
purposes the campaign was over, thus all of the articles, 
including the ones in the Mew York Times ané Washington 
Roat, were unusually brief. 

On June 12 former Premier Antoine Pinay endorsed 
the Gaullist candidate. Pinay was an extremely popular 
Premier in the Fourth Republic and was de Gaulle's Finance 
Minister in 1958 when he successfully carried out the 


devaluation of the franc. Pinay still enjoyed extensive 
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popularity among the provincial middle class voters, the 
main source of Poher's support. ‘Thus his move to back 
Pompidou put the final nail in Poher‘’‘s coffin. 

The endorsement was covered only in the Milwaukee 
aQurnal, Waahbington Peat and Chicago Txibune. This was the 
only main development not covered by the Maw York Times. 

On June 15 Georges Pompicou was elected President 
with 57.8 per cent of the vote. Poher received 42.4 per 
Cent and 30.9 per cent abstained. All of the papers 
covered the Pompidou victory. In the end it seemed as if a 
majority of Prenchmen had more confidence in Pompidou as a 
political leader. They felt he was a man with a policy and 
the ability to apply it. The "Poher phenomenon” came to an 
end just as abruptly as it had begun eight weeks previously. 


Jonathan C. Randal observed in a § on £Oat story 





thats 
Poher, ateeped in the polite ways of the Senate for 
23 years, that most conservative institution in this 
most conservative country, failed in his advisers’ eyes 
because he never really tried until it was too late. 
“The pity is he learned to campaign in the last 
Gays of the campaign,” an admirer lamented, “and by 
then the voters were fed up with communiques and 
speeches. "4° 
Henry Giniger, reporting in Paris for the Hew York 
Times, arrived at a similar conclusion: 
"Mx. Poher really began to fight the battle of the 
final balloting only in the last week, and as one woman 


Supporter remarked regretfully, ‘It"s too bad. he has 
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started too late.*"*4 

The Washingten Past and the Mew York Timea were the 
only papers to Gbserve one of the most striking features of 
the election. Pompidou had achieved his victory without 
the support of a single leading Gaullist, in or out of the 
Cabinet, and without General de Gaulle's endorsement ané 
encouragement. 

The Kashington Post was the only paper to score 160 
per cent and cover al] 20 main developments. The Hew Yark 
times was second with coverage of 19 developments and 95 
per cent. Three papers, the Milwaukee Journal, Christian 
Science Monitor and Los Anceles Timea. covered all but four 
Gevelopments for 30 per cent. The Chicago Tribune covered 
14. for 70 per cent, and the Courier-Journal covered 12, 
tion tied for ninth place with coverage of 1] main develop~ 
ments and 55 per cent. The Wall Street Jeurnal was last, 


with 60 per cent. The Poest-p 





covering only 10 developments. 

Every main development was covered by at least five 
papers. One quarter of the developments were mentioned by 
all of the papers. The largest gap in coverage was by the 
Ablanta Constitution which covered no developments fran 
May 11 through May 22. 

A comparison of Tables I, II, IIIf and IV shows that 
those papers that led in volume also scored high in coverage 
of key election issues and number of main developments. 
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Table V lists a complete source breakdown. There 
Were almost four times as many foreign as Gomestic stories. 
A total of 206 stories carried foreign datelines compared 
to 87 domestic stories. The majority of news items from 
the Mew York Timea. Washington Pest. Christian Science 
Monitor, Chicago Tribune end Las Angeles Times were from 
foreign correspondents in Paris. The other papers carried 
stories by the Associated Press, United Presse Internaticnal, 
as well as the New York Times News Service and Washington 
Post, Los Angeles Times News Service. 

The campaign wags not really a nationwide effort. 
thus all but a faw of the articles carried a Paris dateline. 

The AP and UPI each accounted for 39 foreign news 
stories. The Couries-JQurual. Mew York Times anc Weablogien 
Rest did not include any UPI foreign stories. The rest of 
the papers carried about the same number from each wire 
, Saience Monitor and? Hall Street 
Jeurnal were the only papers that Gid not carry any AP ané 


service. 





UPI foreign stories. The British news agency, Reuters, 
accounted for nine news items. There were no stories 
attributed to the Agence France Presse, the French news 
agency. 

There were seven AP domestic news items and no UPI 
domestic news items. 


The AP, with 55 wirephotos, Outnumbered the UPI, 
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with 25, by more than two to one. There were only seven 


staff photos. Five photos did not include a source. 


A comparison of the figures in Tables I, il, iff 
and IV revealed that, with only a few exceptions, those 
newspapers which scored high in volume aleo scored high in 
number of key election issues ané main cevelopments 
covered. In several cases, however, more news items 
printed did not necessarily mean a corresponding bulk in 
tetal number of inches nor did a high volume total indicate 
greater coverage of key issues and main developments. 

The top three papers in total volume, the New Yark 
Times. Washington Raat. end Las Angeles Times, remained in 
the top positions with only minor changes in coverage of 
both issues and developments. The Waahingten Poat. second 
in number of news items and total column inches, was the 
Only paper to cover all of the seven issues and 20 main 
Gevelopments. The Mew York Times ied in total volume and 
covered all of the iseues and ail but one development. The 
third place Las Angelaa Times covered ail cf the issues and 
16 main developments. 

An examination of Table III showed that the 
St. loula Post-Dispatch. Milwaukee dournal anc Christian 
Science Moniter, which scored low in total volume, carried 


each issue at least once: however, none of the papers 
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covered all of the main develcpments., or scored above 80 
per cent. 

The Christian Science Monitor. eighth in number of 
items, covered ali of the issues and ail but four of the 
main developments. The Louisville Courier-Journal. which 
placed fourth in both number of items and column inches, 
covered only 72 per cent of the issues and 60 per cent of 
the developments. The Chicago Txnihune, fifth in number of 
inches and sixth in number of items, covered 36 per cent of 
the issues and 70 per cent of the main developments. 

The Milwaukee Journal. which placed fifth in news 
items and seventh in column inches, covered 389 per cent of 
the main developments and all of the issues. However, a 
Gescriptive analysis of Journal coverage showed that a 
majority of the issues and developments were only mentioned 
and not explained. This same kind of coverage also existed 
@n many occasions in the Atlanta Conatitution. St. Lonia 
Post-Dispatch, louisville Couriexs-Journal, Chicace Trizune. 
and Wall Street Jauxnal. 

The Wall Street Journal. last in volume, mentioned 
six issues and ten developments, in short one paragraph 
summaries. 

The first hypothesis, that “examination will show 
the sample of ten prestige newspapers furnish measurable 
Gifferences among themselves in the iength and number of 
items and degree of coverage of issues and davelopments, ” 
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Was supported. 

Examination of the tables, and analysis of the 
content of the news items, revealed that the readers of 
each newspaper were not provided with a continuing and 
adequate account of campaign and election events and issues. 
Readers of the New Xork Times. Washington Peat anc Los 
Angeles Times would probably have received as much informa- 
tion as from all the other papers combined. Coverage by 
the Christian Science Moniter. though weak in some areas, 
was generally comprehensive and accurate. 

The readers of the remaining pepers were too often 
given excessively brief, vague and inaccurate accounts of 
election issues and developments. Coverage in each of 
these papers was excellent on some issues and events, and 
non-existent on othera. 

Information presented by the Atlanta Constitution 
and Wall Street Journal was generally inedeguate in ali 


areas of volume and comprehensiveness. 
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CHAPTER iV 
FOCUS OF COVERAGE 


Another important questicn under investigation was 
how the ten prestige newspapers covered the campaign. Did 
these papers focus on the candidates and their progress or 
on the issues of the campaign and election? 

Accurate and meaningful coverage of the campaign 
and election would include information on both issues and 
candidates. A general insight into French election 
processes, and an understanding of this particular election. 
could not be gained from superficial reporting of either 
the candidates or the issues. When important election 
issues were completely ignerec., or only briefly mentioned, 
and when the candidates’ progress was not consistently 
veported the readers received fragmented, inaccurate views 
of election issues and events. 

Coverage which included descriptions of the issues 
and the candidates and attempted to tie them together 
within the context of the entire election picture provided 
the reader with an understanding of the importance of the 
election. An analysis of the focus of election coverage 


would indicate whether the papers concentrated on the 
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candidates anc their progress or on the key issues. This 
chapter is devoted to a discussion of the second hypothesis, 
that “All of the papers will be found to focus on the 
candidates and their progress rather than on the issues and 
developments." A description of the amount of coverage 
given each candidate by each paper is also included. The 
first section includes a description of coding procedures 


for the second hypothesis. 


tema and Paragraphs 

Bach news item was coded as a candidate or issue 
item, or story, after determining the direction of the 
individual paragraphs. The focus of the majority of the 
individual paragraphs would indicate whether the story 
concentrated on candidates or issues. 

A paragraph that contained information on campaign 
and election issues, though it may have manticned the 
candidates, was coded as an issue paragraph. 

When the paragraph did not focus on the issues and 
appeared to emphasize the candidates and their progress 
alone it was coded as a candidate paragraph. 

When the paragraph did not deal directly with 
either candidates or issues it was coded as a background 
paragraph. 

There were 34 items which were not coded either 


way. They included stories on the Prench “notables,” the 
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French election process, a humorous conmentary by 
columnist Art Buchwald and other content which could not be 
cocGed in either the candidate or issue category. 

The ten prestige papers included a total of 280 
candidate items and 2,939 paragraphs on the candidates. 

There were 131 items and 1,494 paragraphs devoted 
to the issues. The number of background paragraphs totaled 
932. 

Table VI shows there were twice as many total 
articles on the candidates as on the issues. Each paper 
concentrated more on the candidates than the issues. 
Coverage by the Mew York Times. | 2 Post, and Les 
Angeles Times was more closely balanced than the coverage 





of the other papers. A three to two proportion between 
candidate ane issue items existed in these three papers. 
The number of candidate items included by the Christian 
Science Monitor, Louisville Courier-Journal ané Atlanta 
Constitution was more than double the number of issue 
items. The St. Louis Pomt-Diapatch, Milwaukee Journal anc 
Chicago Txihbune carried three times as many candidate as 
issue items. The greatest imbalance in coverage existed in 
the Wall Street Jeuxrnal where only two of 16 articles con- 
centrated on the issues. 

The campaign presented two very different personal~ 
ities. It was easy for the ten papers to describe the 


personal and political differences between Georges Pompidou 


ori 

We Wun telco pootcemt ¢ .meser, mOltodte dott 
+ fee Sloot Gite seeded cetro Yer Slewind®! 4 teimleo 
<SoGerrS etpal <5 eiebLones ecr vefvir c! pite> 

O8f PO Thee © Seka lae) eveqy episesey set ofF 
Me htoks a 1S eyewear OCR .S toe anced debian 
towel wigeipetag be.) Seb Gals. tit wu deere US 
———¢  —m =e gam 


Jesed wane o@ ecole’ osew overt 












et as Se 
vers "8... ee hed wrens ods oe anjeires 





saLAsahes ofp 5 Peto don omsi aeshitene 99 semen ey 
Ack TS Ch LegChS ARMIN ALLOA ALO mm 
eupet To \ecinon e2 elavob amd? e108 wow CLM AL RAD 
bas Asa eames APIE ATES PANDA 920 OMT. seent 
oe etsiiiene ynee ae eunlt exes te 
os bacelie eyeinyes of wmmAledes gemtowsy at -omest cowed 
“HOO MeieLAWe OL NG owe loo wamcte Lamcauele tamale fini alt 
corwel ola as hogeeiese 

“Seora3eq mogettid Yawy ow besneestg AplogeED mt 
Me ecdhyoee® of s7paeg ced rc? et yee aoe eh welsh 
eeiget seyies® aeeetes eccemaet it faeitifo, bee lecoomd 


























131 





P96 $6 °T Tet 6£6°C osc TewL 





SET TéT Ze Soe ve seuy], seTehuy sot 
6&9 cS 8 L142 ve eunagtig, obeotyD 
2 Tot g ZSe ST UOTINATISUOD eQULT IY 
Ze Lz z 26 vT Teuznor 30023g TIeEMm 
8S OzT zt POE SZ TeUIANOL.zaTANSD PTT TaAstney 
ELT ZBZ €z ely LE 3s0q uo buTyses 
€S Se @ ZOT LZ Teuxnor sexyneat tw 
vot PET 6 HZ Tz XORTUOM SoUeTSS ueTISTIUD 
vP 98 L SPT Tz youedsTg-380q STNOT °3¢ 
ZZ 98€ Am peo 6Y SowyL, YIOZ mony 





sudezfezea sudexhexegq suey sudezbeseg swe jz 








punorbyoeg SOnEST Sejeptpuey 





ZOVUZAOO NOIVGHWD dO SNOas 
IA a@ilwi 


ite 


Preereeresy 


_ 









i ma » 
| : ‘a & g. oa e a 6. & & & HF u 
| oor 





AARNE RAS ali 


_— - = «i oes | 


£52 24.24 58-5} 





132 
ami Alain Poher. One was a Gaullist, a former Prime 
Minister, an admirer of modern art and "haute culture,” and 
a past director of the Rothechild Bank in Paris. The other 
was a@ littie-known Centrist Mayor ami Senator, a quiet 
leader in the European Parliament, an enthusiastic gardener 
and aman who had spent his entire life in the lower 
echelons of the French governmental structure. 

Alain Poher‘s sudden rise to fame and recognition 
seemed to symbolize the American concept of a fearless, 
can-do, come-from-behingd political leader. Here was a man 
who successfully directed the opposition campaign against 
General de Gaulle‘s constitutional referendum. Poher 
suddenly became known as the man who single~handedly brought 
about the General‘s retirement. Here was a man who 
preferred to travel in his own private car, on the side 
atreets of Paris, escorted by only one motorcycie police~ 
man, not four or six, which customarily escorted the General 
up and down the Champs Elysee. Not only had this littie~ 
known French politician dared to take on de Gaulle himself. 
as Interim President he also attacked the General's long- 
standing policies. 

The "Poher phenomenon" was good copy. He was a 
natural subject for human interest items. Several papers 
concentrated their emphasis on Poher’s personality and did 
not explain his position on the key issues. 


Pompidou was given a great amount of coverage 
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because he was a familiar Gaullist leader. He had been 
de Gaulle‘s right hand man until he was "fired" by the 
General in 1968. The majority of the papers emphasized the 
fact that he was "fired" because the General was jealous of 
the former Prime Minister's success in handling the 
May/June 1968 crisis. The social life of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pompidou was also mentioned in descriptions of the former 
Prime Minister. Because he had falien into disfavor with 
de Gaulle, and the General had not endorsed his candidacy, 
Pompidou was also a kind of underdog in the campaign. 

The Hew York Times, Washington Post and Les Angeles 
Times included larger total numbers of news items, thus 
their totals in both candidate and issue categories were 
substantially higher than the other papers. Each of these 


three papers included several articles which were personal 





histories of the major candidates. The New York Times and 
Washington Post aiso included stories on Jacques Duclos, 
Gaston Defferre and Pierre Mendes-France. The majority of 
the candidate articles were devoted to descriptions of the 
voter strength of particular candidates as reflected in the 
public opinion polls, the line up of parties and candidates 
before and after the June 1 ballot, and the progress of the 
candidates as they campaigned. The large number of candi-~ 
dates, by American standards, may have helped to explain the 
emphasis on the candidates. 

As Table IV showed, each of these three papers 
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covered all the public opinion surveys. The poll results 
were not listed in one paragraph summaries but explained in 
the context of the entire campaign and election. Goverage 
ef the May 14 public opinion survey by the New York Times 
was typical of the reporting of poll results by the top 
three papers. 

According to a poll by the French Public Opinion 
Institute (IFOP), one of the country's leading opinion 
semplers, if the presidential election were held today, 
Mr. Poher would defeat Georges Pompidou, the Gaullist 
candidate, in a two-man race by 56 per cent to 44 per 
cent. 

The institute has had an excellent record of accuracy 
in national elections. Today’s poll was commissioned 
by Zxance §air. a strongly Gaullist mass circulated 
daily. I£ accurate it reflects a dramatic reversal in 
the fortunes of the two men. Today's poll shows that 
Mr. Poher would inherit most of the leftist votes, 
yengeas yaspans leftists consider him the lesser 
evil. 

In addition to listing the results of the May 22 
survey, the Washington Fast described the results in rela- 
tion to the previous polls and analyzed the gains and 
leases for each candidate. This particular poll was 
important because it revealed sigable gains by the 
Communist candidate, gains which would nearly sweep Jacques 
Duclos into second place on June 1. The Post explained 
that as Duclos gained in voter strength Poher declined. 
Poher registered his greatest single percentage Crop, from 
37 to 30 per cent, in this poll. The Hasghincton Post was 
the only paper to carry the following Poher quote: 


“I am not forgetting that a couple of weeks ago I 
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was unknown in France, and 36 per cent or 37 per cent 


bothered me. But 30 per cent seems to be a goed starting 


point.” 


These three papers also presented information on 
the progress of the candidates‘ campaigns. An example of 
this was the May 24 article in the Mew Yerk Timas which 
described new campaign tactics by Poher and Pompidou. 


Both front~-running candidates have changed their 
tactics during the last few days. Mr. Poher, who had 
been dealing exclusively in good natured generalities, 
now is discussing basic domestic and foreign policies 
and is attacking Mr. Pompidou‘'s recorc as General de 
Gaulle*s Premier for six years. Mr. Pompidou, who had 
stressec his willingness to depart from past Gaullist 
policies, is now once more standing on the Gaullist 
recore and defending his own and the former President ’s 
achievements. 


This change in strategy was also refliscted in the 
candidate's last major T.V. speeches. 

A May 30 story in the Loa Angeles Times presented 
cenclusions similar to those expressed in the Mew York 
Times and Washington Post... 

In the past i2 days the Gaullist candidate has 

traveled by executive jet, helicopter and car to ali 

of France's 21 regions. 

By contrast, the campaign travel of his major oppenent, 
Alain Poher, has been limited to a few journeys from 

the Right Bank of Paris to the Left Bank. 

Yet for all Pompidou's whirlwind American-style campaign 
activity, few voters seem to have switched into his 
camp. His percentage remains at 41 as in the previous 
polls.° 

This was the type of candidate reporting included 


in the New York Times. Washington Rest and lea Angeles 
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Fimeg. It was interesting, often humorous, and informative. 

Even though coverage in these three papers favored 
the candidates, the issues were by no means neglected. 
Election coverage included detailed descriptions of the 
candidates’ positions as they related to the campaign and 
election issues and events. The progress of the candidates 
was explained in the context of the total election situa- 
tion. An accurate presentation of the complete election 
picture included a clear description of the issues them- 
selves. 

A large percentage of total coverage in these three 
papers involved a discussion of the issues. Over 40 per 
cent of the stories in the New York Times, Los Angeles 
Timea and Waghingten Post contained a majority of para~ 
graphs that discussed the key election issues. Though it 
is difficult to determine an optimum proportion of candi- 
Gate to issue items, the focus of election reperting in the 
top three papers included comprehensive coverage of both 
issues and candidates. 

Coverage the remaining seven papers did not 
focus partly on candidates and partly on issues. These 
papers too often neglected a discussion of key issues, 
including instead information only on the candidates. In 
many cases this information was not clear or complete. 

The Milwaukee Journal mentioned the results of ail 
three public opinion polls. The candidates themselves were 
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given little coverage cutside of mentioning their gains and 
losses in the public opinion surveys. Short one paragraph 
items appeared in the Journal “News In Brief" section 
carrying headlines which read, "“Poher Now Forecast To Beat 
Pompidou," "Poher Slips In Prench Poll." and "Pompidou Out 
In Front.“ 

A description of the issues was equally brief. 

Only one article in the Milwaukee Jousnal (May 21) explained 
the issues and candidates’ positions. 

With the exception of the Halli Street Journal. 
which included only two issue items, the Chicage Tribune 
had the highest ratio of candidate to issue items. Only 
aight of 42 items were devoted to the issues. Tribune 
headlines described Poher as “Favored In French Race, “ 
"Keeping Cool In French Race,” and "Slipping In French 
Race.” Wone of these articles discussed the issues. 
Poher’s positions were briefly mentioned two days before 
the first vote. Pompidou’s never were included. 

Several papers which had neglected the issues 
throughout much of the campaign attempted to bring their 
readers up to date before the June 1 vote. The Chicago 
Tribune did not. Instead, correspondent Marcel] Wallenstein 
fell back on the old rejoinder that “if he is elected 
President of France Alain Poher may find himself and his 
country submerged in the chaos which former President 


Charles de Gaulle predicted before he resigned. “© 
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Wallenstein even forecast a possible Communist 
governments 

“If Poher is forced to call new National Assesbly 
elections the powerful Communist Party would immediately 
take advantage of such a condition to impose a popular 
front government upon the country. ”? 

The Lewlavallea Courier-Journal. Chorisiian science 
Monitor and &t. Louis Reat-Rispatch did not mention either 
the first or second public opinion poil. Each one of these 
pepers included the results of the May 22 poll which indi~ 
cated that 67 per cent would prefer an “umpire” president 
(Poher), while only 23 per cent indicated they preferred a 
president who decided “broad policy lines" (Pompidou). Yet 
none of these pepers mentionec the seven-point speech by 
Poher which occurred on the very same day. 

In this speech Foher discussed each of the seven 
key issues, many of which he had initiated, and which 
Pompidou reluctantly took a stand on. 

The Christian Science Menitor was the exception 
among these seven papers. It often included descriptive 
articles on the candidates and the issues. As previously 
explained, the Christian Science Monitor over-concentrated 
on the breakdown of the leftist coalition. This particular 
candidate item was given continuous coverage long after it 
hag ceased to be an important development. As a result, an 


early description of the issues and the candidates’ 
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positions on them was missing from the Christian Ecience 
Moniter coverage. 

in many cases candidate coverage was inadequate in 
the louisville Courilex-Journal. Atlanta Constitution and 
St. Louis Post-Lispatch. The Pest~bispatch dic not mention 
Giseard d‘istaing’s support of Pompidou, the Defferre- 
Mencges-France team, and Antoine Pinay‘s endorsement of 
Pompidou. The Atlanta Conatitution and the Louisville 
Courier Jouxnal mentioned the d’Estaing endorsement and the 
Defferre-Mendes~France ticket. The GCouxrier-Jourmeal carried 
a New York Times News Service story on d"*Ustaing and a 
Washington Post News Service stoxy on Mendes~France. 

The first major Copgtituties article to discuss the 
issues appeared on May 25, and the first Concier-Jeurmal 
article that dealt with the issues appeared on May 28. 

With the exception of the Mew York Limes. 
Rest, and Lea Angeles Limes. each of the papers presented 


some Of the positions taken by the candidates on some of 





the issues. None of the papers in this group of seven 


explained the viewpoints of the two major candidates on all 


of the issues. 





Table VII describes candidate coverage. It shows 
the number of items and number of paragraphs principally 
devoted to each candidate. An item was ceded for a 
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particular candidate when a majority of the paragraphs 
within the item were concerned with that candidate. 

There were 133 candidate items which emphasized 
Pompidou and 113 items which emphasized Poher. A total of 
34 items were concerned with one or more of the five 
remaining candidates. 

The figures in the table show this rather close 
balance between the two major candidates does not apply to 
the individual papers. 

Pour of the papers, the Milwaukee Journal. 
Washington Post. Chicago Txibume and Los Angeles Timea. 
included more Poher than Pompidou articles. The Hew Yoxk 
Timea included 22 Pompidou items and 21 Poher items. The 
St. Louis Post~Diapatch. Louisville Courier 
Wall Street Journal gave a substantial snare of their 





campaign coverage to Pompidou. 

The Christian Science Menitex had the closest 
balance between the two major candidates and the five 
lesser candidates. There were seven stories on Poher and 
Pompidou and seven stories devoted to one or more of the 
remaining candidates. 

Each of the papers included at least one article on 
the less important candidates. It is interesting to note 
that coverage by the Washington Fost and las Angales Times. 
beth leaders in total volume and comprehensiveness, favored 
Poher; and the New Yoxk Timas. number one in volume and 
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sacend in reporting of issues and developments, included 
Only one more article on Pompidou than Poher. Coverage by 
those papers which had the lowest totals in volume and 
comprehensiveness, the Post-Dispatch. Ceourier-Jeurnal. 
Atlanta Constitution and Wall street Journal favored 
Pompicou. As previously discussed, coverage by each of the 
leaders in volume and comprehensiveness was accurate and 
complete on all of the seven issues and all but a few of 
the 20 main developments. 

Except for the Milwaukee Journal. which included 
one more item for Poher than Pompidou, each of the papers 
with more Poher items used articles from their foreign 
correspondents. It is possible that these correspondents, 
accustomed to the intricacies of French voting patterns, 
ana having witnessed the referendum defeat in April, best 
vealized the importance of the challenge by Alain Poher. 

A comment by Jonathan C. Randal in the June 16 
issue of the Hashingten Post was typical of the tone of 
several of the articles by the New York Times’ Henry Tanner, 
the Washington Pesat’s Donald Loucheim. and the Los Angeles 
Times’ Don Cook. 

"At the very least the icy decade of the General’s 
presence was changed for seven weeks by a refreshing 


greeting at the Elysee; ‘The House is open to ai1.°”® 
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RURMaALY 

A complete and accurate description of the 
relationship between the candidates and the issues would 
facilitate an understanding of the significance of the 
election. When candidates and issues were ignored, or 
xeported in an inconsistent manner, the reader received an 
inaccurate, misleading picture of the election. Oniy the 
liaw York Times. Loa Angealex Times and Weahingiou Rost 
included complete, correct descriptions of the candidates 
and the issues. The remaining seven papers adequately 
explained some issues and negiecteG others. Though candi~ 
date stories predominated in all ten papers, these saven 
papers often concentrated on the candidates’ progress and 
excluded information on the issues. 

The hypothesis set out to be answered at the start 
ef the chapter was supported. Figures in Table VI 
supported the second hypothesis. that “All of the papers 
will be found to focus on the candidates and their progress 
Kather than on the issues and developments." The total 
number of items and paragraphs for candidates* progress was 
more than double the number of issue items and paragrapns. 

Table VII showed that candidate coverage was about 
equally divided between the two major candidates. Even 
though Gaullist candidate Georges rompidou received a 
slightly iarger number of total items. four of the ten 


papers included more items which were primarily concerned 
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with Centrist Alain Poher. One paper, the Christian 
Science Moniter., carried the same number of items for both 


major candidates as well as the other five candidates. 
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CHAPTER V 
DIRECTION OF COVERAGE 


French election procedures and processes are vastly 
Gifferent from those in the United States. Therefore, a 
strict presentation of facts on the candidates, issues and 
Gevelopments would not provide the readers of the sample 
newspapers With an insight into the caspaign and election. 
The most comprehensive and meaningful coverage would 
include a mixture of interpretative as wall as straight 
reporting. 

The third hypothesis, that “Zxemination will indi- 
cate that coverage, although centered on candidates, will 
be concerned primarily with straight news, interpretative 
accounts of events and value statements, and not exhibit 
statements of advocacy toward candidates or issues," is 
discussed in this chapter. 

Five specific categories were established to 
measure the direction of each news item and thus determine 
whether campaign coverage was primarily concerned with 
straight news and factual background or interpretative 
commentaries. 

An interpretative, straight news and background 
paragraph was coded as such if it contained no value or 
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advocacy statements. The entire paragraph was coded ag a 
Value or an advocacy paragraph if it contained one or more 
Statements of advocacy or value toward @ particular candi- 
date or issue. The direction of the entire item depended 
on the emphasis of the individual paragraphs within the 
item. 

Straight news was defined as news which happened, 
or continues to happen, within the daily publication time 
cycle of the newspaper. A paragraph that contained infor- 
mation on an action that would take place in the future was 
also coded as straight news. 

Background news differed from etraight news only in 
the time factor. A background paragraph described events 
which occurred prior to the daily publication time cycle, 
or “news day” of the newspaper. 

An interpretative item contained the reporter's 
opinion about the relative significance, importance or news 
value of a particular campaign and election event or issue. 

A paragraph was coded ag a value paragraph When a 
specific valuation was appended to an observable aspect of 
an event or issue. These paragraphs often included 
Gescriptive verbs, adjectives, nouns and various phrases 
with definite value connotations. 

An advocacy paragraph differec from a value para~ 
graph when the reporter advocated a specific course of 


action or thinking instead of expressing an opinion on the 
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value of an evant or issue. 

Tables VIII and IX give the total number of news 
items and paragraphs in each category. The tables show 
that a total of 158 items and 1,478 paragraphs in the ten 
newspapers contained straight news. There were 6] back- 
ground items and 767 background paragraphs. Items which 
Were primarily interpretative totaled 243, with 2,352 
paragraphs. There were 95 value items and 1,257 value 
paragraphs. There were no news items which contained 
advocacy statements. 

The total for strictly factual coverage-~straight 
news and background--was 219 items with 2,245 paragraphs. 
interpretative coverage included interpretative commentaries 
and value items. For interpretative coverage the total was 
338 items and 3,609 paragraphs. 

The figures indicate that news coverage for the 
campaign and election was primarily interpretative in 
nature. 

The proportions of factual and interpretative 
coverage were similar for all of the papers except the 
Milwapkee Jquxnal. The total number of factual news items 
and paragraphs in the Journal was slightly larger than the 
total number cf interpretative items and paragraphs. The 
majority of the news items in the Milwaukee Journal were 
short one paragraph summaries of campaign and election 


issues and events and not lengthy interpretative 
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explanations. The length and style of these articles 
explains why the Milwaukee Jourmal scored higher on 
etraight news and background than on interpretation. 

News reporting in the Hew York Times. Chriatian 
Seience Monitor. Chicago Tribune and Lea Angeles Times was 
heavily interpretative. The bulk of coverage in each of 
these papers was made up of items contributed by foreign 
correspondents which were interpretative analyses of the 
candidates, issues and events. The number of interpreta- 
tive stories was more than double the number of factual 
stories in these papers. 

Coverage in the &t. Louisa Poat-Rispatch. leuievilie 
Courier-Journal, Wall Street Journal and Atlanta Conatitu- 
tion was more evenly balanced between factual and interpre- 
tative items. These newspapers relied on information 
supplied by the wire services, not material from their own 
foreign correspondents. Wire service stories tended to be 
short, factual descriptions of major events and develop~ 


ments. 


An illustration of the type of article which 
ineluded interpretative and value paragraphs was a story 
written by foreign correspondent Anthony Lewis for the Maw 
Xork Times. It began: 

Initial West German reaction to the resignation of 


President de Gaulle was an expression of hope for a new 
Opening toward unity in Europe, mixed with a fear of 
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the unknown. 

No one here deceives himself that any successor 
will instantly open his arms to Britain. But the 
removal of de Gaulle from the scene--if he really is 
gone-"~must nevertheless be reckoned the most important 
event in Western Europe for years.) 

The first paragraph was coded as interpretative; 
and the second as @ value paragraph because of the phrase, 
“must be the most important event in Western Europe for 
years.” 

A Mew York Times story by Henry Tanner on May 6 
included prime examples of interpretative and value para- 
graphs. 

it is not only the division of the left that plays 
into Mr. Pompidou’s hands but also the absence, so far, 
of a moderate non-leftist candidate, who would compete 
with him for the vote of the middle class. 

Mr. Poher would be a dangerous opponent for Mr. 


Pompidou, however, he is hemmed in on his left by Mr. 
Defferre and on his right by Mr. Pompidou. ¢ 





The first paragraph was coded as interpretative, 
the second as a value paragraph; the latter decision 
stemming from the description of Poher as a “dangerous 
epponent for Mr. Pompidou.” 

An article by Washington Fast correspondent Donald 
Loucheim began with straight news paragraphs and concluded 
with several interpretative paragraphs. 

The Communists stressed that they would have prefer- 
red to support a non-Communist candidate representing 
all the country‘'s leftist parties. But they said the 
Socialist Party's decision to back Defferre. who is 


unacceptable to the Communists, ruled out this 
alternative. 
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The result was the collapse of the shaky leftist 
coalition that was formed during the last presidential 
campaign in 1965. It also dramatically spotlighted the 
problems that have plagued the French left ever since 
de Gaulle‘s return to power in 1956. 

The Communist decision to back Duclos heralded a 
return to the pre~1965 "ghetto." It also meant an 
unwanted test of electoral strength when the party is 
discredited in France because of the Soviet crackdown 
in Czechoslovakia. 3 

The coverage of routine straight news events was 

embellished with amusing personal interpretations by the 
correspondents of the New York Times. Washingten Eoat and 

Correspondent Don Cook of the Lee Angales Tines 

Gescribed the Communist abstention in the runoff in a 
June 3 story. 

In Paris it was learned that some strong Gaullists 
ha@ cast their ballots for Duclos, the Communist, 
"because the surest way to ensure a Pompidou victory on 
the second round is to produce a strong Communist vote 
in the first round.” 


It is the kind of pelitical logic which could 
happen almost nowhere except in France.4 


Henry Tanner described the campaign progress of the 
five “lesser” candidates in a story which appeared in the 
Mew York Timea on May 22. 

"Two men are cunning for the presidency, three 
competing for third place, and three more getting the 
world's best bargain in radio and television time. That is 
the French election campaign." 

After a factual description of the candidates and 
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their parties, the story continued: 

Mr. Jacques Duclos campaigning in Lyons the other 
day was assistec by two campaign workers who were 
Dominican monks. A small round man with a puckish face 
and a quick tengue, he dismissed his opponent's attacks 
by saying, "One throws stones only at trees that bear 
fruit.” 

Mr. Louis Ducatel, jowly millionaire and inventer 
of an unbreakable sewage pipe, is simply enjoying 
himself. . « .« Comment ing on his television performance, 
"“I°m terrific." he said. 

Most of the papers included value items when the 

candidates’ personalities were discussed, 

Correspondent Loucheim characterized Poher in the 

following manner: 

"The image he projected was of a reassuring, 

unpretentious, avuncular figure, stolid and trustworthy. 
To a nation used to pomp and circumstance from the 
President's Elysee Palace; Poher became the incarnate of 
dignified simplicity. "® 

The CGhicage Tribune included this description of 

Poher on April 28. 

A plump, carefree, bespectacled centrist, Mr. Poher 
suddenly emerged during the referendum campaign as the 
leading spokesman for opponents of Gaullist proposals. 

Mr. Poher, 2 middle-of-the~roader, could be one of 
Mr. feamtdan'e strongest Opponents, if he decides to 
run. 

Don Cook provided this political comparison in a 

story which appeared in the Les Angeles Times on May 22. 

"If here-to-fore unknown Alain Poher wins a full 


seven-year term as President of France, it will rank as one 
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of the biggest victories for the ‘front porch’ campaign 
techniques since Warren G. Harding was elected President 
of the United States in 1920."° 

Interpretative and value statements and paragraphs 
were also included in descriptions of the issues and 
developments, Correspondent Carlyle Morgan of the 
Chxiatian Science Monitor offered this interpretative des- 


cxiption of the Communist decision not to vote on June 15. 





The Communists say, “Don't vote at all, let 
Pompidou and Poher fight it out. We don’t want either 
of them.” But it seems that most Frenchmen are aware 
that the Communists realize that this stand will elect 
Mr. Pompidou and give France the nearest thing which 
is now available to yesterday's Gaullist rule.19 


An interpretative story by Associated Press corre~ 
spondent John Vinocur in Paris gave this account of the 
breakdown of the leftist coalition. This story appeared in 
and Chicago Tribune on May 6. 

The Duclos candidacy meant that Defferre was an 
unacceptable candidate for the Communists, just as 


Defferre, a moderate type Socialist, would not have 
agreed to ask for Communist support. 





The Gisunity of the left was not increasing 
Pompidou's votes, only scaling the strength of the 
left, which has ambitions to capture the French presi- 
dency » 

Defferre seems willing to write off votes from the 
left in hope of getting some from the Centrists who 


Opposed de Gaulle and feel that Pompidou, as the former 
Premier. still represents the General’s policies. 


The short one and two paragraph factual summaries 


in the Atlanta Constitution, Milwaukee Journal and Wall 
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atreet Joucnal differed sharply from the lengthy interpre- 
tative analyses found in those newspapers which carried 
articles from their own foreign correspondents. 

A characteristic example of straight news coverage 
was the May 16 article in the Milwaukee Journal. 

The first presidential “ticket” in Prench election 
history was announced Thursday, as Socialist candidate 
Gaston Defferre signed on former Premier Pierre 
Mendes-France as his running mate. Defferre pledged 
that if he is elected President he would name 
Mendes-France as his Premier.12 

4 description of the possibility of a Poher candi-~ 
daecy typified the short, factual, capsule-type story which 
appeared in the Wall Street Journal's “What's News” 
section. 

“France's Interim President, Alain Poher, said he 
might be a candidate in the June 1 presidential election to 
pick a successor to Charles de Gaulle. Political experts 
geaid Poher's entry into the race might force Georges 
Pompidou, the Gaullist candidate. into a runofe. "2° 

A background article in the Atlanta Conatitution 
attempted to bring readers up to date on the results of 
previous public opinion polls which had not been reported. 

“This confirms the findings of earlier surveys 
which had shown Pompidou leading in the first round but 
falling short of a majority, and thus making a runoff neces~ 
sary. There will be seven candidates in the first round, 


only two in the runoff, "+4 
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These stories were typical of the election coverage 
by the Atlanta Constitution, Wall Street Journal and 
Milwausee Journal. In most cases only the bare facts were 
presented. The majority of the articles in these pavers, 
anc several articles in the St. Lenis Past-Pispatch and 
Louiaville Courier-Jeurnal, were too brief to explain and 
interpret the significance of the election issues and 
events. 

An attempt to squeeze a bit of explanatory reporting 
inte these short summaries often resulted in stories which 
Were erroneous and misleading. 

On May 5 the Milwaukee dournal included the 
Eoliowing story: 

"With eight days left before the filing deadline 
for the June 1 presidential election French political 
parties of the Left apparently will not be able to agree on 
Georges Pompicou the Gaullist eandidate.**° 

This information is incorrect. The leftist parties 
never tried to “agree on Georges Pompidou." Instead, 
several emall leftist and socialist parties and political 
groups, as weil as the large, well-organized Communist 
Party. decided not to endorse Gaston Defferre, the Socialist 
Party candidate. 

A brief story in the Wall &atreet Jeurnal on May 13 
speculated on the strength of the Poher candidacy: 


"France's Interim President entered the presidential 
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election today. Opinion polis indicate Alain Poher, 60, a 
centrist. could force Pompidou into @ runoff in the June i 
ballot. Fompiceu. it’s forecast, wouid be the narrowest of 
winners in the subsequent pailoting."?® 
Actually. the public opinien polis alluded to in 
this article, and in fact all polls. including the one on 


the eve of the first ballot. forecast Poher, not Pompidou, 


as the winner in the runoff. 





None of the news items, regardless of source, 
contained advocacy statements an@ paragraphs. Stories 
Which were explicatory analyses by foreign correspondents, 
and Washington corresponéents, concentrated on value rather 
than edvocacy statements. Several editorials and editorial 
eolumns did contain advocacy statements. These will he 
discussed in the next section. 

In deseribing official United States reaction to 
the de Gaulle resignation and the forthcoming election, a 
majority of the papers stressed the fact that the Nixon 
administration preferred to adopt a neutral, wait-and-see 
posture until the election of the new French president. 

Peter Grose of the New Yoxuk Limes described a 
Washington reaction this way: 

“After the coming few weeks of political transition 


in France the Administration intends to explore gently in 
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1&9 
various Allied capitals to discover any new avenues toward 
the elusive goal of European unity. °*’ 

Chalmers Roberts, Washington correspondent for the 
Hashingten Rost, said the "United States will take a wait- 
anc-see position, proposing no new initiatives on Franco- 
Amexican or Atlantic policy until the political scene in 
post~-Ge Gaulle Paris is clarifiea.°** 

An axticie in the Chicago Trihune headlined "Nixon 
Adopts Wait-And-See French Stand" reflected a similar 
position. 

An Associated Presse story in the Loyisville Courier- 
WQuxcnal expressed a more pessimistic view. 

“Official Washington is cautious. Nixon adminis- 
tration officials say that only time can tell but they 
believe basic de Gaulle policies are now firmly set in 
French attitudes and enjoy wide popular support. °?? 

An article in the St. Lonis Boat-Disz 


Clear that there would be no government interference in the 


made it 





election itself, or speculation on its outcome. 


The United States, it is said, looks forward to 
close relations with Ge Gaulle‘’s successor, and of 
course it will avoid any suggestion of a preference 
because the selection of 2a new French Presicent is an 
internal matter in which the JU. S. has no role. 


In this connectivn Georges Pompicou, generally 
regarced by Observers as the most likely canéiéate to 
succeed ce Gaulle, is well thought of in the Nixon 
administxation. The same is said to be true of Alain 
Poher, She interim PresicGent and President of the 
Senate. 
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Interest by the ten newspapers in the campaign and 
slection wae avply shown by the editorials during the 
period covered by the present study. 

There were 43 editorials totaling 476 inches. and 
15 editorial columns, with 264 inches. Both editorials and 
editorial columns fell into three distinct areas. With the 
exception cof the Hall Street Jqurnal. which included only 
one editorial during the eight-week period, every paper 
carried at least one editorial on the following subjects: 
Ge Gaulle’s resignation, the first ballot, and the election 
Of Pompidou as President. Seven papers printed two or more 
editorials on the General's resignation. Several papers 
inelud@ed eGitorials and/or editorial columns when Pompidou 
and Poher declared their candidacies. 

Those editorials which discussed these three major 
events were remarkably similar in content. The headlines 
@lso displayed an unusual likeness. Out of 19 editorials 
Which were devoted to an analysis of de Gaulle's retirement 
eight of them used the exact same headline, "After 
de Gaulle.“ The remaining items carried similar headlines, 
such as: “What Now For France?"; “End of Aan Bra“; and 
“France Without de Gaulle. * 

Three common themes were expressed in the opinions 
which followed the General's resignation. First, de Gaulle 


had provided the country with a memorable and stabilizing 
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TABLE X 


EDITORIALS AND EDITORIAL COLUMNS 














Editorial Editorial Column 
Items inches items Inches 
New York Times 5 51 3 50 
St. Louis Post- 

Dispatch & 36 al 23 
Christian Science 

Monitor 7 $0 1 27 
Milwaukee Journal 5 47 G 6 
Washington Post 5 52 3* 63 
Louisville Courier- 

Journal 4 54 3 63 
Wall Street Journal L 16 0 0 
Atlanta Constitution G 42 ad 338 
Chicago Tribune 3* 36 ¢) e) 
Los Angeles Times 3 $2 Of 9) 
Totals 43 476 15 264 





*Note: There were two editorials in the Chicago 
Tribune which contained a majority of advocacy paragraphs. 
erm editorial column in the St. Louis Bost- 
. Washington Post. Loulaville Couxier-Journal. Los 
Times and Atlanta Constitution also contained a 
eater! ty of advocacy paragraphs. 
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ten years as President. Second, he needlessly elevated the 
constitutional change into another personal referendum. 

And third, French thought and action would find new ways of 
expression under & new president. The Milwaukee Journal 
interpreted the General's departure this way: 


President de Gaulle laid himself on the line once 
too often. This time he has lost. The irony is that 
it was unnecessary. The referendum issue--administra~ 
tive decentralization and Senate reform-~could have 
been settled quickly by the Parliament. De Gaulle 
chose to make it a test of his own indispensability. 


Whatever elae he did fer France he forced the world 
to pay it some attention. 


France without his leadership will be a different 
France, perhaps more unstable. It will lack the 
grandeur he insisted upon--and it is another irony that, 
in spite of what he always said, his downfall proves 
that grandeur is divisible. 21 


An editorial in the Mew York Times eloquently 
expressed a corresponding view. 


General de Gaulle‘s resignation brings to a tragic 
end an extraordinary era in French history. A leader 
who served his country twice-~from the disgrace of 
military defeat in 1940-45 and from the civil war in 
1958--has been repudiated at the polls after eleven 
years of authoritarian rule. 


The referendum Gefeat was described in thiga manner: 


He went down with his facilities unimpaired, 
fighting a quixotic battle he need not have undertaken, 
a battle for marginal political reforms demanded 
neither by the nation nor by his followers, but only by 
his own pride. 


The Gevice~-the referendum-~that he inserted into 
the Constitution to assure plebiscitary rule should a 
traditionally divided France fail to provide him with a 
Parliamentary majority, he employed unnecessarily. 


Whether Pompidou or an opposition leader is elected, 
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@ new period is opening that cannot fail to bring 
fundamental changes both within France an€ in the 
French role in the world. 24 
A majority of the papers that editorialized on the 
first ballot commented on the certainty of a Pompidou 
vietory in the final vote. The editorials stressed the 
fact that a Pompidou presidency would provide France with 
seven years of stable government. They also pointed out 
that stability must not be equated with blind adherence to 
long-standing Gaullist policies. The following headlines 
indicate the type of editorial that appeared after the 
first ballots “In France A Difference," "A Gentle Transi- 
tion Away From de Gaulle,” “French Winds of Change.” and "A 
Hew French Foreign Policy?“ 
The New York Times editorial was characteristic of 
the tone and emphasis of the commentaries on the June i 
vote. It began by predicting that Pompidou would win on 
the final ballot. 

Apparently Mr. Pompidou gained and Mr. Poher lost 
some ground in the past week, if earlier straw polls 
were accurate Mr. Pompidou would now appear to be the 
favorite. 

A vote for Pompidou means a vote for stability. A 
Gaullist majority in the National Assembly assures him 
control of Parliament for three or four years. A vote 
for Poher assures change, but it is not clear what 
kind. Frenchmen have seemed prepared to take this risk 
in recent weeks. But now they have time to think 
again. 

It also included comnaents on the possible dissolu~ 


tion of the Rational Assembly should Poher be elected. 
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Mr. Poher’s election would virtually assure 
Gissolution of Parliament and another election next 
fall for a new National Assembly. the third in about 18 
months. »« « « What this evokes is the danger, unger the 
Gaullist Constitution, that parliamentary instability-- 
with elections at frequent intervals--will take the 
place of Cabinet instability of the Fourth Republic. 43 


An editorial in the &t. Louis Post-Dispatch aiso 
pointed up the likelihood of Pompidou's victory on the 
June 15 ballot. 


In the end Pompidou may look like a more certain 
quantity than Poher, whose administrative abilities are 
largely unknown. There is also the possibility of some 
instability if Poher is elected. Facing a Gaullist 
majority in the National Assembly. he almost certainly 
would be forced to dissolve Parliament and call new 
elections. 24 


In addition to speculating on the possibility of a 
Pompidou victory several editorials wondered whether 
changes in Gaullist policies would follow with the election 
of a new president. An editorial in the Milwaukee Jouxnal 
maintained that Gaullist policies would net change after 
the election. 


No overnight change can be expected whichever man 
wins. Many of the problems, such as British entry into 
the Common Market, involve more than political 
decisions. Economic matters are at stake too. But the 
France of de Gaulle. increasingly isolated, intent upon 
its own military and political roles at the expense of 
Weakening alliances ané rejecting European unity, seens 
gone. That iy itself is a gain for France and the rest 
of the world. 25 





An editorial which appeared in the Washingten Peat 
five days before the first ballot expressed a different 
point of view. 


“Americans would do well to assume, or at ieast 
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hope, that the next French president envisages the kind of 
close but respectful association with the United States 
that. on his part, Mr. Nixon envisages with nurope. “2° 

Many of these post~first ballot editorials politely 
suggested that France would be battar off with a Pompidou 
presidency. They indicated that Yompidou was a “certain 
quantity." He woulc assume the presidency with the National 
Assembly firmly controlled by his own party. This was a 
luxury which no Fourth Republic president had enjoyed. A 
majority of the papers included value statements on the 
advantages of the Gaullist's election. While acknowledging 
the fact that Poher was decidedly more vecai in his pro~ 
Western pronouncements, they inferred that the Centrist 
would be unnecessarily hampered and restricted by the 
Gaullist dominated National Assembly. The Chicago Ixibune, 
however, Openly advocated a Pompidou victory. 

On May 31 Marcel Wallenstein said that a Poher 
victory would mean a return to Fourth Republic instability 
and indecision. The Gaullist majority would become a 
"hostile majority” and Poher would be “forced” to call new 
National Assembly elections. These elections would result 
in a government composed of “splinter groups and parties, 
the kind of situation which made France almost impossible 
to govern in the period before de Gaulla's administra- 
tion, *?7 


Another editorial expressed the view that “the more 
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Communists stay eway from the polls, the better Mr. 


28 


Pompidou‘’s chances will be.” This was 4 valve rather 


than an advocacy statement. However, this editorial con- 
tained clear statements which both stated and implied that 
Pompidou was the best candidate "for the French, as well as 
for us.” 

Advocacy statements were included in these para- 
graphs: 


Current Cevelopments make a Pompidou victory more 
important for France~-~and indirectly. for the rest of 
the West~~because they offer a preview of the trouble 
Mr. Poher would have trying to form a strong gevernment. 
To begin with Mr. Pohar is a child of the Pourth 
Republic. Se is a believer in compromise. In view of 
the unexpected strength of the Communists there is all 
too clear a danger that Mr. Poher‘s compromises would 
be more toward the left, that they would further weaken 
an already weak government and that France would drift 
back toward the instability from which de Gaulle 
rescued it in 1958. 


France is choosing between the weakness of the 
Fourth Republic and the strength of the Fifth 
Republic. 
fhe important thing for France as well as for us, 
is to pregerve a government which is strong enough to 
be reapongible for its action and resist pressure from 
the left.2 
The Loviavilie Ceurier~Journal was the only nhews~ 
paper to openly express disappointmant with both candidates. 
A June 4 editorial pessimistically observed that neither 
candidate would make an effective president. 
Few Frenchmen will send their caps sailing into the 
air in joyous celebration when Pompidou wins on 
June i5. 


It is too much to expect Pompidou to do the overt 
things Poher promised to do. Pompidou figures to be no 
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startling innovator. It will be his business to play 
on the weakness of the other parties and try to build 
his own into the true majority force. 

A Foher victory would pe equally disillusioning:; 

As tO Poher himself, he would have found a victory 
with Communist support a hollow triumph. He would have 
been heavily iadebted to a party which does not want to 
see the present system of government in France 
succeeded. 29 

The clearest advocacy statements were founé in a 

story by syndicated columnist Joseph Kraft. A story head- 
lined “Anglo-Saxon Democracy in France“ appeared in the 

Si. Lonia Roat-Diapaich. Reat. Levieville 
Caouriex-Jourmal, Les Angeles Timag and Atlanta Conatizution. 
This was the only editorial column containing advocacy 





statements to appear in the ten papers. 
Joseph Kraft began by setting forth his views on 
continental Gamocracys 


"Continental democracy emphasizes politics which 
give mathematically perfect expressicn to every man’s 
opinion. It features proportional representation, a 
multitude of splinter parties, government by coalition, 
and chronic instability. 


Kraft emphasized that Poher represented the 
“splinter parties” and "chronic instability": 


Poher, the candidate who ran second, is inevitably 
the candidate of the unstable continent democracy. To 
win the runoff on June 15, he would need to add to his 
base of votes an impossible combination of warring 
parties including the Communists, Socialists, 
Revolutionary Socialists and Trotskyites. 


Once in office such a combination would inevitably 
veinstate the old recipe for instability--splinter 
parties bringing down government after government on 
microscopic issues. 
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The election of Pompidou would signal a change to a 
pro-Western style of government. 

With Pompidou it is possible that FPrance can 
develop a variation of the kind of cemocracy which grew 
up in Britain and the United States. 

Though Kraft may not have intendad to convey this 
point of view, knowledge of accapted Gaullist policies 
would seem to indicate that his concluding statement 
inferred that Poher'’s policy of reduced government inter- 
ference in the press, radio and television would become a 
thing of the past with a Pompidou victory. 

As president Pompidou would add new cohesion tc the 
Gaullist ranks. The Gpeaecaion wouis be under heavy 
pressure to coalesce. 3 

All of the newspapers except the Wall Street Journal 
carried congratulatory editorials on Pompidou's election. 
In addition to praising the winner, these editorials specu~ 
lated on future Pompidou policies. 

The St. aula Zoat-hispatch commented on the 
victory in this manner: 

The election of Georges Pompideu as France's 
president raises the possibility of a slow but sure 
thaw in French relations with the United States. 

Pompidou, a cautious man, is expected to feel his 
way carefully. He can be expected to avoid anything 
that could be inhoggronad as en abrupt break with 
Geullist policies. 

The Washington Poat felt that a Pompideu victory 

would signal a period of close Franco-American cooperation. 


In domestic ag well as foreign policy. he ia likely 
to show more flexibility than did de Gaulle, and to be 
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content to operate on @ lower level of drama and 
conilict. These are reasons enough fox Americans to 
welcome the new bnadid eet of France ané hope for close 
cooperation wath him. ? 


The post-election editorial in the Lowuimville 
Courier-Journal concluded thet the French had grown tired 
of the General but they prefexred his policies, or at least 
the representative of his party. 


The French people have tired of the increasing 
imperiousness of the author of Gaullism, but they are 
by no means tired of the peculiar subtieties of 
Gaullism itself. 


The more abrasive tactics of Gaullism are likely to 
be honed away; the stability it has brought. the 
reforms it has set in motion may well proceed more 
rapidly. The French, who have both delighted in and 
chafed under the imperious decisions of his predecessor 
may find President Pompidou a less quotable but a more 
congenial leader. 34 


Several editorials emphasized the fact that Poher's 
candidacy was beneficial if for no other reason than 
because it forced Pompidou to take a stand on important 
political issues. 

The Milwaukec Journal expressed this particular 
viewpoint. 


Few important changes in French policy are likely 
in the months ahead. Sut Pompidou is expected to be 
more amenable to European unity than de Gaulle was. 
Alain Poher, the defeated candidate, promised more 
change than Pompidou, including more democratic govern~ 
ment. Poner’s sigable vote should influence 
Pompidou's policies, most particularly in France's 
relations with its allies. 


The anti~British and anti-American posture of the 
General will no longer control French thought. France 
should be more stable, more common’ vine internal 
problems and a better partner in Europe.- 
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The New York Rumes observed that Pompidou echoed 
the views of Poher on several important election issues. 


Mr. Pompideu’s own views in fact, are not far from 
Interim President Alain Poher's. Abroad Mr. Pompidou 
may be slow and more cautious about altering de Gaulle‘s 
policies, but few doubt that he will do so. Impartial- 
ity in the Middle Zast, friendlier relations with the 
United States and NATO, early negotiations over British 
entry into the Common Market appear to be in the 
offing. 


In rejecting the Centrist candidate France nevexr- 
theless has opted for the middle of the road. Under 
Mr. Pompidou, France's Gaullist future is more likely 
to resemble Poherism without Poher than Gauliism with~ 
out de Gaulle. 36 

A phrase that was continually used in descriptions 

Of the new French political structure was; "Gaullism 
without de Gaulle.” Time and again the question was asked 
Whether Prance would elect the "General's dauphin” and thus 
continue to follow accepted policies or launch out on a new 
political course with a non~Gaullist president? Several 
newspapers interpreted the election of Pompidou as a French 
desire to continue Ce Gaulle's programs under a new, but 
basically sympathetic president. 

The Christian Science Monitex said as much in an 

eGitorial entitled "Gaullism Without de Gaulle." 

Georges Pompidou's clear victory in the final round 
of the French presidential election indicates not only 
the basic conservatism of his countrymen but also their 
desire for continued stable government. 

They have chosen to go ahead with the French Fifth 
Republic basically as de Gaulle conceived it. What 
they want is Gaullism without de Gaulle. The question 


now is: Will Gaullism unéer Pompidou be the same as 
Gaullism under de Gaulle? Our own guess is that the 
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direction will be virtually the same, but the method 
will be smoother, less abrasive and more democratic. 2? 


The Hew York Limes disagreed. 
The idea of Gaullism after Ge Gaulle is a misnomer. 
“De Gaulle Rad no successors or predecessors," the 
General‘s associates used to be fond of quoting him as 
having said. Mot only in style but in pelitical 
philosophy, General de Gauile was “sur generis” as 
President of France. 33 
The ten papers carried a total of 21 editorial 
cartoons. Every paper except the Wall Street Jaucnal 
included at least one cartoon. The top three places 
belonged to the Milwaukee douxrnal. Christian Sciauce 
Monitox; and Les Angeles Times. which carried five, four and 
three cartoons, respectively. Thirteen of the 21 cartoons 
concentrated on some aspect of the de Gaulle resignation. 
Pompidou was the subject in six of the remaining eight 


cartoons. Poher was featured in only two of them. 


Sunmery. 

French election procedures differ greatly from 
those in the United States. It was necessary for a story 
to explain and comment on the relative importance of issues 
and events. A presentation of facts did not give the 
reader an insight into the campaign and election. The most 
comprehensive coverage included a mixture of interpretative 
as Well as straight reporting. 

This chapter sought to determine how much of the 
campaign coverage in the ten United States prestige news- 


papers was straight news or factual background anc hew much 
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172 
feli into the general area of interpretation. Examination 
of the data revealed that all of the papers, except the 
Milwaukee Jauxnal., were highly interpretative in their 
coverage of the campaign and election. The total number of 
interpretative items was 343, with 3,609 paragraphs. There 
were 219 factual news items, with 2.245 paragraphs. The 
emphasis on commentary may have occurred because fiva of 
the ten papers relied exclusively on foreign correspondents 
for their campaign coverage. In addition, two of the 
remaining five papers included interpretative articles 
which were furnished by the New York Times News Service andé 
the Washington Post, Los Angeles Times News Service. 

There were 43 editorials and 15 editorial columns. 
The majority of these were interpretative commentaries. 
Several containeé value statements on the significance of a 
Pompidou victory. Only two editorials openly advocated a 
win by Pompidou. These appeared in the Chicage Tribune. 
One syndicated editorial column alsc advocated a Gaullist 
victory. This particular column was included by five of 
the ten papers. 

With the exception cf the Hall Street Journal. 2li 
of the papers carried at least one editorial on de Gaulle'‘s 
resignation, the first ballot and the Pompidou election. 

The total number of editorial cartoons in the 
election was 21. The majority of these, 13 out of 21, 


dealt with General de Gaulle's resignation. Pompidou was 
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CHAPTER VI 
CONCLUSION 


The purpose of this study was to evaluate the 
coverage given the 1969 Prench presidential campaign and 
election by the ten United States prestige newspapers. 

impressionistic observations before this study was 
conducted gave birth to the three hypotheses enumerated in 
Chapter I. These hypotheses were established in order to 
measure the quantity as well as the quality of the coverage 
given the election. The findings and conclusions of the 
preceding three chapters, which discussed comprehensivensss, 
focus and interpretation. will be summarized in this 
chapter. A description of coder reliability and sugges~ 


tions for further research will conclude this chapter. 


SRIRSrY 

This study began with a discussion of how much 
Campaign and election news was given te the readers of each 
paper. Chapter III included a descriptive analysis of the 
kind of news as well as the total volume of news that was 
included by each paper. Volume and comprehensiveness were 
measured in four ways. The total number of items, and the 
length of these items were compiled for each prestige 
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newspaper. In order to provide a balanced interpretation, 
assessment Of volume and comprehensiveness included 
measurement of seven key election issues and 20 main 
developments. These issues and main developments were 
Selected from total eleetion ooverage in the International 
Hexald Txibune and Le Monde. A discussion of correspond- 
ents and news agencies was ajlso included. 

Chepter IV exanined the focus of campaign and 
@lection coverage. In order to determine whether coverage 
focused on candidates or issues each paragraph within each 
news item was coded as to its primary emphasis. The 
direction of each item was Gecided upon after determining 
the emphasis of the individual paragravhs. This chapter 
@iso included a description of the amount and kind of 
coverage given to each candidate. 

Chapter V determined what proportion of total cam 
paign and election coverage was straight news or factual 
background and what proportion fell into the general area 
of interpretation. Each paragraph was coded in one of the 
following categories: factual background, straight news, 
interpretation. value or advocacy. The direction of the 
entire item depend@ed on the accent of the individual para~ 
graphs. Editorials and editorial columns were 21s0 
analyzed. 

The hypotheses tested were: 

(1) “Examination will show the sample of ten 
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prestige newspapers furnish measurable differences among 
themselves in the length and number of items ané degree of 
coverage Of issues and developments.” 

It would appear from an examination of the figures 
presented in Tables I, II, III, and fV that the readers of 
each paper received a continuing and accurate account of 
campaign and election events and issues. However, a 
descriptive analysis of the content of the news items 
revealed this was not the case. Only the readers of the 
New Xork Times. Post and Lea Angeles Times were 


provided with comprehensive, accurate coverage of issues 





and main Gevelopments. These papers stocd one, two and 
three in all volume and comprehensiveness categories. The 
issues and developments were “explained" instead of 
“mentioned” in thesa three papers. 

This was the most significant difference between 
these three papers and the remaining papers on the list. 
Most of the papers in the remaining group of seven 
mentioned a majority of the election issues and developments 
at least once. Several papers mentioned them on more than 
one ocecasion. However, the brevity of the news items in 
which the issues and events were mentionsd often precluded 
description and interpretation. 

On many occasions an issue and development was 
mentioned and not related to the principal candidates. The 


significance of these issues and events was rarely 
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explained. 

In addition, wide gaps in coverage existed in many 
of these seven papers. Several papers which had neglected 
the campaign in May attempted to bring their readers up to 
date by printing election summaries before the first 
ballot. Qualitative analyses of these particular items 
revealed that often they excluded a description of the 
issue itself and the positions of the major candidates. 

Many of these items contained erroneous information. 

Because the coverage of these seven papers was often charac~ 
terized by sporadic, overly~brief, incomplete news items it 
is doubtful if the readers were providecé with a basic 
understanding of candidates and issues. 

There were, however, significant differences in the 
amount and type of coverage by these seven papers. Though 
it placed near the bottom of the list in total volume, 
coverage by the Christian Science Monit 
superior to the other papers among the remaining seven. 





x Was generally 


Those issues and developments which were covered were given 
Getailed explanations. On several occasions the Christian 
Science Monitor presented information that was not avail~ 
able in any of the other papers. 

°o Tribune was excellent on 





Coverage by the Chis 
some issues and events and non-existent on others. Both 
the Chrigtian Science Monitor and the Chicage Sribune 
carried articles by their foreign correspondents in Paris. 
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Yet, important events were often completely ignored. 

When stories provided by the New York Times News 
Sexvice anc Washington Post, Los Angeles Times News Service 
were used in the &t. Lawis Post-Dispatch and Louisville 
Couxiex~Journal coverage was thorough and extensive. How- 
ever, these articles were used infrequentiy. Large gaps in 
coverage existed in both of these papers. 

The Milwaukee Journal placed near the middle of the 
ligt in total volume. It also mentioned all of the key 
issues and ail but four of the main developments. Only a 
few of the articles in the Milwaukee Journal were more than 
two paragraphs long. A majority of the issues and events 
were mentioned in short one paragraph factual summaries. 
Descriptions of the issues and the candidates’ progress 

xe often not included. 

Information presented by the Atlanta Constitution 
and Wall Stxyeet Journal was generally inadequate in all 
areas of volume and comprehensiveness. It appeared as if 
the Wall Street Jeurnmal did not even attempt to cover the 
election. Only 16 articles were included in the entire 
eight week period. 

(2) "All of the papers will be found to fecus on 
the candidates and their progress rather than on the issues 
and developments. ° 

Figures in Table VI showed that the total number of 


items and paragraphs for candidates and their progress was 
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more than double the number of issue items and paragraphs. 
The closest balance between candidate and issue items was 
found in the New Yerk Times. Washington Post and Les 
hageles Timea. where a three to two proportion existed 
between candidate and issue items. Candidate items out- 
numbered issue items by more than two to one in the 
St. Louis Bost-Diapatch., Christian Science Mepites. Leuie- 
Mille Courier-Journal and Atlanta Conatitution; and by more 
than three to one in the Chisago Tribune. Milwaukee Jouxcnai 
and Wal) Street Jeurnal. Information presented in 
Chapter IV, as weli as that included in Chapter III, showed 
that coverage given the candidates end the issues was often 
inadequate and meaningless. The New York Times. 
Rest and Las Angeles Times provided full and adequate 
information on all of the issues and candidates. The 





remaining seven papers did not. An accurate explanation of 
the candidates’ progress necessitated covering the 20 main 
Gevelopments. Those papers which neglected to report the 
main developments did not present complete information on 
the candidates’ progress. A similar analogy can be drawn 
for the coverage of the seven key election issues. 

As in the case of the first hypothesis, significant 
Gifferences existed among the remaining seven newspapers. 
The Christian Science Monitor presented the most complete 
accounts on both the candidates‘ progress and the issues. 


The St. Louis Post-Rispatch. Milwaukee Journal, louisville 
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Courier "Jeurnal and Ghicgaco Irihynea occupied the middle 
positions. News included in the Atlanta Censtitution and 
Wall Street Journal was the most incomplete. Lach of the 
papers in this group of seven explained some Of the posi~ 
tions taken by the candidates on some of the issues. None 
of them Getailed the positions of the two major candidates 
on all of the issues. 

Table VII showed that candidate coverage was about 
equally Givided between the two major candidates. Georges 
Pompidou received a slightly laxger total number of items. 
Four of the ten papers, the Milwaukee Journal. Washington 
Post. Chicago Tribune and Les Angeles Times, included more 
items which were primarily concerned with Alain Poher. The 
Bew York Times had the closest balance between the two 
principel candicates. The Christian Science Monitor 
devoted the same number of items to one or more of the five 
lesser candidates as it did to Pompidou and Poher. 

(3) “Zxamination will indicate that coverage, 
although centered on candidates, will be concerned primarily 
with straight news or interpretative accounts of events and 
not exhibit statements of advocacy toward candidates or 
issues." 

The discussion of this hypothesis in Chapter V 
revealed that a majority of the news items in all of the 
papers except the Milwaukee Jouxnal were interpretative in 


nature. Over one~third of the interpretative items were 
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coded a8 value stories and articles. Five of the ten papers 
relied upon articles from their foreign correspondents in 
France. <A majority of these articles were explicatory 
chservations. These correspondents, familiar with French 
political customs and voting traditions, accurately 
explained the significance of the campaign and election 
issues and developments. They clearly portrayed the subtle 
nuances in French political maneuvering. Instead of merely 
presenting the bare facts these correspondents provided an 
insight into the campaign and election. ‘They were best 
able to describe tne meaning and importance of the election 
~~for the French and the United States. 

The proportion of factual and interpretative 
eoveraye was similar for all of the papers except the 
Milwaukee Journal. The Milwaukee Journal was the only 
paper to include a larger total number of factual news 
items and paragraphs. 

A Gescriptive analysis of item content in Chapter V 
showed that often the most complete and accurate news item 
contained interpretative commentary. In many cases @ 
straight news item, though factually correct, was meaning~ 
less without accompanying definition and explanation. 

Tables VIII and IX showed that the major emphasis 
of the news items was on straight news and interpretation 
and not advocacy statements. None of the news items openly 


stated or implied advocecy toward any candidate or issue. 
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Advocacy statements predominated in two editorials 
and one editorial column. The majority of the editorials 
were definitive analyses which contained value statements. 
They were concerned with the resignation of de Gaulle, the 


first ballot and the final Pompidou victory. 


The papers used in this study have been chosen by 
the nation’s editors anc publishers as the top ten quality 
newspapers. Thesa papers have been accoréed this honor in 
several surveys during the past ten years. Guido Stempel 
has said that, “These newspapers are the opinion leaders of 
the newspaper industry. Their performance is something of 
@ guage of the performance of the press ag a whole because 
they represent the best in American journalism. “7 

Frank Luther Mott and Warren Breed contend that the 
majority of the nation's dailies are “standardized.” “The 


3 The 


smaller papers are influenced by the larger papers." 
papers in this project would certainly be among those large 
papers which influence the smaller ones. 

Results in numerous studies conducted by these 
experts in the field of communication research indicate 
that the prestige newspapers have the ability and the 
responsibility to inform their readers about international 


events. 


Acthur Hayes Sulzberger has said that the “press is 
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the public's only source of enlightenment in international 


affairs."* 


It is clear that the prestige press, as 
"representatives of the best in American journalism, " 
should have provided accurate anéd comprehensive coverage of 
the 1969 French presidential campaign and election. 

The results in this study indicate that only three 


of the sample papers accepted the responsibility to provide 





comprehensive, factual and interpretative coverage of the 
election. The remaining seven papers gave their readers 
teo little information about the issues and events of the 
election. 

The readers of the Hew York Timea received complete 
and accurate coverage of the campaign and election. Events 
and issues were not nierely mentioned, they were explained. 
These explanations sought to provide the reader with an 
understanding of the total election picture. Stories 
contributed by the New York Times correspondents in France 
were not sterile presentations of facts ané figures. These 
stories included interpretative analyses on the importance 
Of the facts as they related to election issues and develop- 
ments. 

Stories which detailed the progress of the candi- 
dates also explained their involvement with specific issues 
ané events. Articles which simply listed percentage changes 
in voter strength were meaningless without an accompanying 


explanation of the factors which produced the changes. The 
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Hew Mork Dimes described the changes in voter strength in 
relation to the candidates’ campaign strategies and their 
pronouncements on the issues. Detailed explanations were 
Presented on the positions of the two major candidates on 
all of the issues. 

A conscious effort was made to consolidate the news 
on the issues and the candidates and present it in a 
meaningful, informative manner. Articles were not only 
informative, they were interesting and entertaining. 
Stories often included witty descriptions of the candidates 
and the voters. 

No attempt was made in this study to establish an 
optimum proportion of candidate to issue stories. But the 
Mew York Times accurately and comprehensively reported all 
facets of the campaign and election with a three to two 
relationship between candidate end issue news items. The 
Gimes election coverage provided readers with a better 
understanding of the French people as well as the signifi~ 
cance of the election for France and the United States. 

Members of government and industry in the Waahing~ 
ton, BD. C.. Virginia, Marylané area who read the Haghington 
Rost also received extensive coverage of the campaign and 
election. Reporting by correspondents in Paris was 
eontinual and consistent. Issues and events were thoroughly 
explained in a discerning. readable manner. Coverage 
included interpretative analyses of all the issues and the 
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candidates’ positions on them. 

Stories in the Bashington Post explained the 
meaning of the election and speculated upon the direction 
of future Franco~American policies. The relevance of the 
issues and the views of the canéidates were expressed in a 
way that readers could understand the reasons for existing 
Prench attitudes and voting patterns. Though coverage in 
the Washington Post. was highly interpretative it did net 
give preferential treatment to any particular candidate or 
issue. Poat reporting included liberal use of quotes from 
candidates’ speeches and explanations of their changing 
positions on the issues as the campaign progressed. The 
readers of the Haghingtoan Post were exposed to the same 
informative and interesting reporting as the readers of the 

Residents of California who read the Las Angeles 
Times also received continuous and effective coverage of 
the campaign and election. Stories in the Las Angeles 
Timas were similar to those in the Mew York Times and 
Washingten Rast. The Los Angales Timea accurately described 
all of the issues and explained the changing positions of 
the candidates. Stories included quotes from speeches and 
amusing interpretations of the candidates and their can- 
paign techniques. Prominent issues and events were 
explained in relation to the total election picture. 

A faithful reader of the Science Monitor 
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received an incomplete and often misieading picture of the 
campaign and election. Coverage, however, was by no means 
totally inadequate. Several issues were very thoroughly 
explained. Interpretative reporting by the Christian 
Science Menitox’s foreign correspondents was cften superior 
to the reporting in the New York Times. Washingtan Post and 
Les Angeles Times. Yet there were a number of important 
events and issues which were conpletely ignored. Occasion~ 
ally the Monitor reported an insignificant occurrence in the 
same manner it reported an important issue. 

The Christian Science Maniter got off on the wrong 
foct by failing to understand the significance of the 
election, and the candidates who were attempting to become 
Ge Gaulle's successor. Monitor readers must have assumed 
that the 1969 election was merely 2 replay of the one held 
four years before, because that is the way it was reported. 
At least a dozen stories were Gevoted to e description of 
the possibility of a leftist coalition, which was never 
seriously considered by any candidate or party. These 
stories neglected a description of the key issues an€ the 
position of the two major candidates. As far as the 
Ghristian Seiense Monitor was concerned, the Poher candéi- 
dacy "happened" because the parties of the left could not 
agree on a temporary political alliance. 

A reader of the Christian Science Meniter received 
the impression that the "other" candidates should have 
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united behind a single non-Gaullist candidate who could 
have given Pompidou a real run for his money. Since they 
Gid not there was no way to prevent a landslide victory by 
the Gaullist. Poher was never considered a serious chal- 
lenger for the presiGency. This kind of thinking colored 
the Monitor’s explanation of the issues and developments. 

Readers of the St. Louisa Post-bigpatch and Loyis- 
valle Gouxiexr-Journal received election coverage in a 
xather haphazard fashion. There were often large gaps in 
election reporting. Periods as long as two weeks passed 
without a single mention of the campaign and election. 
There was no news on many of the significant developments. 
issues were usually mentioned and not discussed. Oniy 
rarely were the views of the candidates and a description 
of the issues included in the same article. 

The most comprehensive and accurate articles which 
appeared in these papers were those racelived from the New 
York Times News Service and the Washington Post, Los 
Angeles Times News Service. A reader who happened to read 
either paper on the day one of these articles was includéed 
would have received complete information on at least one 
main development or key issue. 

However, these articles appeared too infrequently 
to provide the readers even a basic understanding of the 
relationship between the candidates and the issues. It is 


conceivable that these articles might have confused reacers 
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who received detailed information on a candidate's position 
On a particular issue which had not previously been 
explained, or even mentioned. 

Coverage by these papers was complete on some 
igsues and events and non-existent on others. A reader 
might have understocd the importance of the campaign and 
election if he was able to piece together all of the frag- 
ments of information that were presented during the entire 
eight-week period. 

The Milwaukee Journal mentioned all of the issues 
ang all but four of the main developments. Most of the 
issues and developments were only mentioned and not 
explained. Short. one paragraph summaries attemted to 
describe the issues and positions of the candidates. They 


were incomplete and occasionally inaccurate. No attempt 





was made to coherently explain the relationship between the 
candidates and the issues. It was up to the reader to 
match the right issue with the right candidate. 

These capsule summaries were included in the “News 
in Brief" section in the Jouxnal. Readers who habitually 
read this particular section would have known that President 
Ge Gaulle had resigned and the country was engaged in an 
election to choose his successor. Those who skipped this 
section probably were not aware that an election was taking 
place. 


Coverage in the Chic Tribune was inadequate even 
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though it included articles from a correspondent in Paris. 
The Zxioune did not rely exclusively on their Prench 
correspondent for election coverage. Those stories from 
Paris which were included were not as incisive or as 
interesting as those which appeared in the New York Times. 

All of the issues were given superficial coverage. 
Most of them were only mentioned in one article. The views 
of the candidates were never explained. Mxibune readers 
were exposed to far less information about the campaign and 
election than the other newspapers which included material 
from their foreign correspondents. 

Coverage in the Atlanta Genaktitutian was inadequate 
in all respects. Readers were given no news on most of the 
issues and developments. Only six articles were included 
in the entire month of May. Stories in the Atlanta 
Ganstitution did not consistently and accurately present the 
facts of the campaign and election. Wo attempt was made to 
explain the relationship between the issues and the candi~ 
dates. 

Readers of the Atlanta Canatitution probably gained 
the impression that the 1969 French presidential election 
involved a collection of candidates with unpronounceable 
names who were remotely connected with a group of hazy, 


inconsequential issues. 
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It is doubtful if the readers of the Hall Street 
JOuxynal would have known that a French presidential elec- 
tion was taking place. The volume totals for the Wali 
Sixeet Journal were less than half the totals for the 
Atlanta Constitution. A majority of the issues and events 
anc the candidates" opinions were completely ignored. 
infrequent one paragraph summaries typified the paper's 
election coverage. A xeader who depended on the Wall 
Stxyeet Journal fer information on important international 
events would not have understood the meaning of the issues, 
the views of the candidates or the significance of the 
election itself. 

Bdward F. Williams has expressed the following 
Gpinion on the importance of international news flow in the 
press: 

"If people and nations are to understand each other, 
they must know about each other. Moreover, thelr news of 
each other must be continual and consistent. u5 

If this is the case, then a majority of the ten 
prestige papers did not provide their readers with *contin-~ 
ual and consistent” information on the campaign and 
election, and did not provide a better understanding of the 
French people. 


Reliability 
A reliability test was conducted with an independent 


coder to determine the extent of agreement with the author. 
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The test was adaptec from the “equivalent forms method" 
Geseribed by Guido H. Stempel I11.° The test involved a 
measurement of “identical frequency tabulations” of the 
material examined by the coders. 

The indepemient coder was instxcucted on the proce~ 
dures used in this study and given 20 typical news items to 
code. These items were drawn at random from the total 
number of news items in all newspapers. The extent to 


which independent coding of these items agreed with the 


original coding was 86 per cent. 





Future research might assume the form of a compari- 
son of coverage of a significant international event by two 
sets of newspapers. It is suggested that the volume and 
scope of coverage by a random sample of United States news~ 
papers be compared to that of the prestige papers. Tech 
nigues and procedures used here could be utilized in such a 
project. Analysis would include a comparison of the amount 
amd type of coverage, and editorial comment by the two sets 
of newspapers. 

Such a comparison would indicate the kind of 
reporting available to a reader of an "average newspaper" 
and a “prestige newspaper.” 

In compiling the list of key issues and main 
Gevelopments for this study it appeared that coverage by 
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the English-language International Baraid Irihune was 
almost as extensive as the reporting in ke Mande. Both 
newspapers are published in Paris and presumably appeal to 
Gifferent reading publics. A fruitful study could be 
undertaken on the cOverage by these two papers on a series 
of important international events. A content analysis 


coulda be conducted along the lines of the present study. 
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*Guido We. Stempal III, “The Prestige Press Covers 
The 1960 Presidential Campaign." Journalian Quarterly. 
38:157-1654, 1961, pe 158. 


Quoted in Margayet A. Breen, "Ten Laading News~ 
papers Rated for Coverage of 1967 Detroit Riots,”* 
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